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DEDICATION. 



To the Yovko Ladies of Ambiuoa, the fol- 
lowing sheets are affectionately inscribed. 

Convinced of tlit many advantages of* good educa- 
lion, and tho importance of improving tbote advanta* 
Kgea; or of counterbalancing tbo want of them by 
J exerting tho mental powers which nature has bestowed) 
? aensiblet too, that the foundation of a useful and happy 
| life must be laid in youth, and that much depends on 
the early infusion of virtuous principles into the docile 
mind, the author has employed a purl of her leisure 
hours in collecting and arranging her ideas ou the sub- 
ject of female deportment 
I How far she has tuoeeeded la her design, the velee 
ofaeemdid public will] 
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BOARDING SCHOOL, ke. 



Ox the delightful margin of the Merrimao, 
in one of the most pleasant and beautiful situ- 
ations, which that fertile and healthful part of 
America affords, lived Mrs. Williams, the vir- 
tuous relict of a respectable clergyman. 

She had two' daughters, lovely and promis- 
ing as ever parent could boast. 

Mrs. Williams 9 circumstances were easy. 
She possessed a little patrimony, to which she 
retired, after her husband's decease ; but a 
desire of preserving this for her children, and 
a wish to promote their advantage and enlarge 
their society, induced hor to open a Boarding 
School. 

As she had an eye, no less to tho social 
pleasure, than to the pecuniary profit of the 
undertaking, she admitted only seven, at a 
time, to the privilege of her tuition. 
# These were all young ladies, who had pre-x 
viously received the first rudiments of learn* 
inp, and been initiated into tho polite accom- 
plishments, which embellish virtue and soften 
the eares of human lift. They bad generally 
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lived in tho metropolis, tod had acquired the 
graces or a (fashionable deportment; but th*y 
p ossesse d diff ere nt tempers and dispositions * 
which had been variously, and, in some ro- 
spects, erroneously managed. 

To cultivate the expanding flowers, and to 
prune tho juvcnilo eccentricities, which were 
disseminated among theso tender plants; or, 
to speak without a figure, to extend and pu- 
rify their idea*, to elovate and rofino their af- 
fections, to govern dud direct their passions, 
roquirod an eye, watchful, and a hand, skilful 
as those of tho judicious Mrs. Williams, 

While hor judgmont and prudonco aided tho 
use fill acquisitions of tho mind, a sprightly 
fancy and a cheerful disposition, rogulatcd by 
experience and discretion, qualified hor to en- 
tor, at once, with hocoming dignity and con- 
descending easo, into all tltoir conooms ; to 
participate their pleasures; while, with candor 
and mildness, sho reproved thoir errors, do* 
tooted their follies, and facilitated thoir amond* 
ment. 
I A s tho young ladies had finished their school 
education, before Mrs. Williams received them 
! to her mansion, her instructions wero moro 
especially designed to polish tho mental part, 
! to call forth tho dormant virtues, to unito and 
; arrange tho charms of person and mind, to 
1 insniro a due sense of docorum and propriety, 
| and to instil such principles of piety, moralitv, 
* bonevolonce, prudence and economy, as might 
be useful through life. 

I 
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Their timo was, accordingly, disposed in a 
manner most conducive to the attainment of 
these objects. Every part of it was employed 
to some valuablo purposo ; " for idleness," ! 
Mrs. Williams observod, " is the rust of the f 
mind." i 

Whatever tended to enlarge, inform, im- I 
prove, or amuse, she supposed worthy their t 
attention. s*- ~ . , 

She particularly ondeavored to^unesticato\ 
t hem; to turn their thoughts to the Corleficial ) N 

andj>ocPg ff nry qnnlifif»ntion« joILjimate - life \ / 

often inculcating, that 

" Nothing lovelier ctn be found in woman 
Than to study household food |" , 

and laboring to convince them of the utter in- N /» 
significance and uselessness of that part of the ,' 
sex, who aro / ;■ 

" Bred ^nUr and completed to the tasto \ , 

Of luntlul ippetenco ; to sing, to dance, ) 

To dross, and troll tho tongue, and roll the eye." ^ \ 

Early rising sbo recommended, both by 
precept and example. This, sho said, would < ; 
not only promote their health, but render them i * 
mistresses of many hours, which must other- 
. wise be lost in enervating sloth and inaction., ; ' 
" And should we," continued she, "who have p 
so much cause for exertion, thus sacrifice the 
best part of our time?" {{ 

M Falsely luxurious, will not nan awake, J, : 

And, starting from tho bed of sloth, enjoy ► 

The cool, die fragrant, and the silent boor, * >j 

To awditatioa due, and saered aongl $m 
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AM It thoro aught laaloss sua ohamtao wis* 1 

To lit in doauobllvioa, Mb* half 

Tho Sooting momenta of loo short a 11* 1 ] 

Total extinction of UV oalightoa*d soul ! ' 

Or oIm to ffcverlah vanity alive. 

WUder'd and touing through dUtemporM drsaau 1 

Who would la inch a gloomy flat* remain, 

LoBftr than nature eravoa j whoa every muss, 

Aad ovary blooming ploaauro wait without, 

To Mom the wildly devious morning walk 1" 

Another laudable practice of Mrs. William*, 
was perfect regularity in the government of 
her pupils, and in the arrangement of their 
daily exercises. " Whon," said she. " we 
observe the order of the natural world, and 
admire the consistency and harmony of every 
part, we may Fence derive a lesson, for the 
regulation of our conduct, in the sphere as- 
signed to as. 1 ' 

Pursuant to this plan of operation, tho young 
ladios aroso at live; from which they had two 
hours at thoir own disposal, till tho bell sum- 
moned them at seven, to the hall, where, the 
ceremonies of the morning salutation over, 
thoy broakfttstod to^pthor; their ropast being 
soasonod with tho 'unrestrained ollusions of 
good humor and sociability.] On these occa- 
sions, Mrs. William* stispuiTdod the authority 
of the matron, that, by accustoming her pupils 
to familiarity in hor presetice, thoy might bo 
froe from restraint; and, feeling per feet I v easy 
and unawod. appear in their genuine charac- 
ters. By this moan she had an opportunity 
of observing any indocorum of behavior, or 
wrong bias ; which she kept in mind, till a 
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proper time to mention, and romonstrate 
against it ; a method, the salutary effects of 
which wore visible in the daily improvement 
of her pupils. 

The breakfast table removed, each took her i 

f needle-work, except one, who read some! 

J amusing and instructive] book, for the benefit/ 

and' entertainment of tfie rest. The subject 

was selected by Mrs. Williams, who conferred 

the reading upon them in rotation. 

At twolve o'clock, they were dismissed till 
one, when dinnor again called them together, 
which was conducted in the same manner as 
the morning repast. 

Having resumed their occupations, the read- 
er of the day produced some piece of her own 
composition, either in prose, or verse, accord- 
ing to her inclination, as a specimen of her 
genius and improvement. This being sub- 
mitted to Mrs. Williams 9 inspection, and the 
candid perusal and criticism of her compan- 
ions; and the subject canvassed with great 
) freedom of opinion, they withdrew from the 
tasks of the day to seek that relaxation and 
amusement, which each preferred. : No inno- 
cent gratification was denied them. The 
sprightly dance, tho sentimental song, and 
indeed every species of pastime, consistent 
with the decorum of the sex, was encouraged, 
as tending to health, cheerfulness, and alac- 
rity. 

In these pleasing pursuits and enjoyments, 
the present class of happy companions had 
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irly completed the term allotted them by 
ir frarents, and were toon to have the 
court shades in which they delighted, whon 
rig assembled on the Monday morning of 
ir last wcok, their reverod Preceptress thus 
losted them: 

I As the period is approaching! my dear 
>ils, when I must resign your society, and 
t the important charge of instructor and 
od, which I have sustained with so much 
tuuro, unci,* I trust, with some dogroo of 
jlity, I shall sum up tho counsels, adiponi- 
ns, and advice, which I havo frequently in- 
catcd, and endeavor to impress them on 
xr minds, as my valedictory address. For 
i purpose, during this last week of your 
idenco with mo, I shall dispone© with your 
jal excrcisos, and substitute a collection of 

own sentiments^ enforced by tho pathos of 
i occasion. 

' Your docility, and cheerful diligonce in 
onding to my instructions ; your modest, 
jctionato, ana rospoctful bohavior, togcth- 
with tho lauduble progross you have made 
svory branch, which you havo pursued, havo 

II rewarded my care, and ongaged my ap- 
>bation and lovo. To mo, therefore, a sop- 
ition will bo painful, To you tho period is 
portant. It is a poriod, which, while it re 
von you from the confinement of icholaatic 
es, introduces you to new scenes of cares, 
ploasuros, of trials, and of temptations, 
ich will call for the exercise of every vir- 
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; tuc, and afford opportunity for improving tho " 
1 endowments, both natural and acquired* whioh j 
1 you possess. Think not then, that your eman- 
i cipation from schools, gives you liberty to neg- 
| lect the advantages which you have received 
| from them. The obligations under which you 
are laid to your parents for tho education they 
have given you, require a diligont improve- 
ment of ovory talent committod to your trust. 
" Of needle-work you are complete mis- 
_ tresses, from tho most delicate mid highly fin- 
j islicd, to the most ordinary, though perhaps 
1 not less usoful, economy of monding and male* 
I ing tho coarser garments of family uso. Ma- 
ny, I am awaro, suppose this last a species of 
learning, which is boneath tho attention of a 
lady: but Clara will toll vou how valuablo it 
has proved to her; and how valuable it may 
prove to you. 

" Nursed in the lao of affluonce, and ac- 
customed to unbounded expense, Clara little 
thought, at your ago, that sho should ever de- 
pend on hor needle for the livelihood and do- 
cent appearance of a rising family. A discreet 
and prudent mother early inculcated tho les- / 
sons of industry and economy, which she now 1 
practices; and taught hor that tho knowledgo \ 
could bo of no disservice, thouab she never / 
had occasion for it. She married with the 
brightest prospect* But a series of unavoid- 
able disasters, suob as no human wisdom 
could forosoe or prevent, reduced her to nar- 
row circumstances; and, to complete her mis- 
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fortune, the was left a widow with four mall ' 
children. Her parents were in the grave ; her , 
patrimony was gone ! In this exigence what } 
was hor resource ? Not fruitless lamentations, , 
and unavailing complaints. She immediately \ 
summoned her resolution; and by the use of . 
her needle has ever since supported herself \ 
and family with decency, and been highly re- < 
spected for her prudent exertions and exern- ■ 
plary industry. Directly the reverse of this 
amiable character is that of Belinda. She 
was educated in the same way with Clara; the 
same schools gavo them tuition; and similar 
prospects awuitod thok entranco into life 
Calamities attended the progress of each; but 
different as their tempers and dispositions w» 
thoir conduct under them. Tho falling for- 
tunos of Clara wcro awhile suspended by her 
discretion and frugality; whilptlio ruin of Be- 
linda was hastened by her extravagance, dissi- 
pation, and idleness. Viow them, now, in 
their reducod state! Neatness, chocrfulncs?, 
and activity preside in tho dwelling of Clara; 
negligenco, pecvinhncss, and sloth are legibly 
stampod on that of Belinda. Tho car is pain- 
ed by her complaints of poverty; tho eye is 
disgusted by her slatternly appearance, and os- 
tentatious display of tho tattered remnants o: 
finery, which bespeak tho pride and indolence 
of their ownor; who will neithor convert then* 
into more comfortable garmonts, nor, by re- 
pairing, ronder them becoming. 
" I hope, howovor, that occasions like theso 
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may novor call for your exertions. But there 
may bo cases, when, to know tho uso of your 
noodles will answer important purposes, even 
in an exalted station, and amidst the splendor 
of affluence and plenty. 

" Matilda dignified a princely fortune by 
tho exorciso of every virtuo which can adorn 
a lady. Amen$ theso, charity shono conspic- 
uous, lior maid raid to her, ono day, Mad- 
am, wouldyotr have mo lay asido thoso cast* 
clothes for somo poor person? Yes, replied 
Matilda; but sit down, and mend them first. 
Don't you soo they need it ? Why, Madam, 
rojoinod tho girl, is it not onougli for you to 
givo thom away? I should think tho loast 
thoy can do is to mend thom for themselves! 
r * ;J In that casOj said Matilda, my bounty would 
r im bo ? roat ^y diminished. Pooplo, who nood 
charity havo not the necessary matorials for 
putting such articles into ro pair; and should I 
furnish them, perhaps they have never been 
taught to uso thoir needles. No more havo 
I, roturned tho maid. Havo you not ? said 
Matilda. Woll then, sit down, and I will di- 
rect your ingenuity upon these clothes. By 
this moan you may learn a very useful lesson, 
I assure you; a lesson, which by practising 
for yourself, will enable you to lay up part of 
your wages against tho time when sickness or 
old ago shall take you from your labors. ^ 

41 Such examples of condescension and ho- ) 
ne volo n ee to inferiors, are of more roal and 
lasting uso than pounds prodigally bestowed. 
& 
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11 Do you seek higher testimonies of the 
honor and utility of this employment t Yon . 
may collect many from the histories which you r 
have read during the last year. Among the 
Romans, and several other nations of antiqui- 
ty, a scarf, wrought by the needle of a favor- 
ite fair, was rcceivod as an honorablo token of 
respect, and improved as an invincible stimu- 
lus to horoic deeds. Ladies of the UrsTrank 
and station considered it as no derogation frorr 
tho dignity or delicacy of their character, to 
make their own apparel, and that of their fami- 
lies. The virtuous Panthoa, when hor hus- 
band was going to fight in the cause of Cyrua, 
her gonerous dolivoror, magnificently adorned 
his person, and decorated his armor with her 
own necdlc-work. 

" Wo ought never to bo idle. No moment 
should bo unoccupied. Somo employment, 
salutary, either to body or mind, or both, ehoahl 
bo constantly pursued; and tho necdlo is al- 
ways at hand to supply the want of other avo- 
cations. Tho listless vacuity, which some 
young ladies indulge, renders them extremely 
unhappy, though titcy are insensible of the 
cause and seek to beguile tho time in frivo- 
lous amusements. 

" A still more endoaring motivo romains to 
be suggested; and that is the ploastiro, which 
your accomplishments in this ornamental aw! 
useful art must afford your purcnts; and th< 

pain, which your neglect of it hereafter mi* 
occasion them. 
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" But prour fatthfbl and assiduous improve- 
ment of time, since you have boon with me, it 
a ftiro pledgo of your perseverance iu the path 
of duty, and your progress in every virtue 
I trust, thorefore, that what I have said will 
bo enff raved on your memories; and that somo 
usofulidoas will be solocted by eaoh of you 
for your future advantage 

" Your minds aro a good soil; and may I 
not flattor myself, that tho seeds of instruction 
which 1 havo sown. * will spring up, andyiold 
fruit abundantly ? f " 

With one voioe, thoy most affectionately 
assured Mrs. Williams, that it should bo their 
daily study to profit by hor lessons; and with- 
drew. 



Monday, P. JVf. 
READING. 

Being assembled, this afternoon, Mrs. Wil- 
liams thus resumed hor discourse. 

11 Reading is so common, a part of education, 
that tho valuo of it is not duly estimated; nor 
the manner of performing it, sufficiently at- 
tended to. It is not the mere propriety or pro- 
nunciation, accent, and cadence, which con- 
stitutes good reading. You must enter into 
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the spirit of the subject, and ft el interested la 
thVraaUel t ,i>cfbre^y<ui can profit by the oxer* 
else. 

11 But you are to well acquainted with the 
manner of reading, that the quality or books 
most worthy of your perusal is the only point 
on which I need to enlarge. 

" Romances, the taste or former times, aro 
now so far out of vogue, that it is hardly ne- 
cessary to warn you against them. They ex- 
hibit the spirit of chivalry, knight-errantry, 
and extravagant folly, which iprevailod in the 
age thoy depict. But thoy aro not interest- 
ing; nor can thoy bo pleasing to the correct 
tasto and refined dolicacy of the present day. 

14 Novels, aro tho favorito and tho most dan* 

gorous kind of reading, now adoptod by tho 

generality of young ladies. I say dangerous, 

becauso tho influonco, which, with very few 

exceptions, they must havo upon tho passions 

of youth, boars an unfavorable aspoct onthoir 

purity and virtue. Tho stylo in which the y 

aro written is commonly captivating; and tho 

luxuriance of tho descriptions with which thoy 

abound, extremely agreeable to tho sprightly 

t fancy, andjiigh expectations ^f tho inoxpcr£ 

I onccd and unreflecting. Their romantic pic- 

j tures of love, beauty, and magnificence, fill 

| tho imagination with ideas which lead to im- 

' puro dosircs, a vanity of exterior charms, and 

a fondness for show and dissipation, by no 

means consistent with that simplicity, modesty, 

and chastity, which should bo tho constant in- 



i 



-K 



TUB BOARDING SCHOOL. IT 

mates of tho female breast. LThev often per- 
vert tho judgment, mislead the affections, end 
blind the understanding/ 1 . 

" A melancholy examplo of this sort is ex- 
hibited in Juliajuu Julian* was tho only 
daughter of a wealthy merchant, who grudged 
no oxpenso whicTTcoutd^ptcnso or embellish 
his darling child. Ho, howovor, possossod * 
neither leisuro nor abilities ' to toach tho young 
idea how to shoot ;' but thought it sutiiciont 
that ho gavo her overy advantage, which 
could bo derived from tho various schools, to 
which sho was consigned. Sho had a bril- 
liant fancy, and a fondness for books, which, 
properly directed, might have provod of ({root 
uso to her. But, having no better principles 
instilled into her mind, she indulged herself in 
the unlimited reading of novols, and every 
light publication which a circulating library 
could furnish. 

41 llonco her imagination took wing, and 
carried, her far abovo tho scenes of common ^ 
life. LTho cjtccesjvQ refinement of her mind " 
admitted no_ordinary amusements or avoca- 
tions. Plain truth from her own sex was an 
insult; anlT from tho othor, nothing less than 
adoration would satisfy her unbounded vanity. 
Her beauty (of which she really had a consi- 
derable share) and the large fortune which sho 
would probably inherit, gained ber many ad- 
mirers; some of whom were men of, unquer- 
tionablo merit. But a sober, rational court- 
ship could not answer her ideas of love and 

a* 



{gallantry. The swain, who would not die for \ 
her. the doomed unworthy of notice. ) 

" Her father strongly recommended a gen- 
tleman! at wcl | calculated , in hit opinion) to ' 
make her happy, and as having his entire ap* v 

/ probation; but she rejoeted him with disdain, 
though she could produce no one objection 

V against his nerson, or character. 

"Her fattier acquiesced; expressing, how- 
ever, his regret at tho mistaken notions sho 
bad imbibed; and warning hor most pathoti- 
cally against tho indulgonco of- so romantic a 
disposition; yet all in vain. [llo was const- 

11 dored as an illttorato plodder after wealth, 

1 which sho had a right to bestow as sho pleased?] 
41 At last the lovely youth whom sho had so 
long coutomplutod, made his appearance A 
military captain onterod tho town on tho re* 
cruiting sorvico. Young, handsome, easy, 
bold and assuming; with all tho uon ton of tho 
coxcomb, and all tho insolonco of tho novice. 
Ho saw Juliana; ho sacrificed to her charms, 
and conquered. Sho could not resist the al- 
lurements of his gallantly. Ilia affectation 
of dying love was received with apparent plea- 
sure; while art and duplicity took advantage 
of her weakness, to prccipttato hor into en* 

r gagements to pity and relieve him. Hor 
frtonds saw her danpor, and warmly romon* 

\ stratod against hor imprudent conduct, in re- 

' coiving tho addresses of a man, destituto of 

property to sapport hor, and void of every 

kind of personal merit. Hor father entroatod 



i 



Till BOARDIlfO SCHOOL. 19 

and implored (he rojoction of hor lovor, till, 
finding o very othor mothod vain, ho at length ro- 
solutcly forbado him tho house, and his daugh- 
ter's company. This was viowod as persecu- 
tion; and, consistently with her sontimonts of 
adventurous lovo, a clandestine amour waa 
commonccd. Her father surprisod them to- 
gether; and, onraged at thoir disgraceful in- 
triguo, soizod tho captain, and endoavored to 
turn him out of doors. Ho violently rcscntod 
this ungontlomanliko trentmont, as he tormod 
it, and dofondod himself with his sword. Tho 
old gontloman roccivod a slight wound in the 
scuttle; but accomplished his purpose Ju- 
liana was torriliod at this ronoountor, and, 
dreading hor father's disploasuro, ran out with 
her paramour. His lodgings woro near, and 
thither, favored by tho darkness of the night, 
ho instantly lod hor. Sho involuntarily fol- > 
lowod him, without considering tho impropriotv 
of hor conduct. Hero ho drew his sword, and, 
throwing himsolf at her foot, professed his 
doHjmir, and doclarod himsolf rosolvod to put 
an tmmodiato end to his lifo. Sho endeavored 
to reason him into calmness; but in vain. Ho 
was sonsiblo, that, if ho now rolinquished her 
to hor father, ho should lose hor forever. His 
apparent agony ovorcamo her, and she gave 
him hor hand. 

11 Her (other was almost distraetod at hor 
elopomont. Ho tracod her steps, and, follow- 
ing her to tho house, condescended to sootho 
her with parental kindness; and promised her 
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pardon and continued affection, if aha would 
renounce bar worthies! lover, and return 
She confowed it waa too late: that ahe war 
his wife. 

11 Petrified with astonishmont, he looked at 
hor, Tor tome time, with speechless grief; and. 
showing J*is arm. bound up with the wound 
ho had reeoivod, left hor with every token of 
anguish and indignation! 

41 When the fover of passion had abated, a 
returning sense of duty in Juliana, and, in the 
captain, the fear of losing tho proporty which 
he sought, inducod them to Book a reconcili- 
ation, and mako submissive efforts to obtain 
it. Hut hor father was too highly incensed to 
grant it to him, on any terms; or to her, on 
any othor than tho utter rejection of her un- 
worthy companion. Thoso terms were not 
compliod with. 

" Sorrow and vexation preyed so deeply 
upon tho mind of this alllictcd paront, flint 
\ they brought on a rapid decline; and he died 
i without again seeing his undutiful and ruined 
! daughtor. His estate was dividod between 
Juliana and her four brothers. Her portion 
was rocoived by her husband, and soon spent 
in dissipation and excoss. 4Iaving rioted on 
tho fortune of his wife, while she often pined 
at homo for want of tho common nocossaries 
of life, ho left hor, to join his regiment, pro- 
mising remittances from time to timo, for her 
support. This promiso, however, was but ill 
performed; and sho now feels tho dreadful ef- 
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fccti of hor fol)v f in tho accumulated Ills of 
poverty and neglect. Yet she still cherishes 
the most passionate fondness for what has 
provod hor bono. A friend called to see her, 
not long sinco, and found her the emblem of \ 
wretchedness and sloth. Hor omaciatod form, 
her squalid appoaranco, tho disorder of hor j 
house, and hor tattorod raiment, bospoko tho j 
shameful nogligenco of tho owner. Yot sho • 
was sitting with a novel in her hand, oyer \ 
which sho nod apparently been woeping. (Sho 
expatiated largely on tho talo it contained,whilo \ 
her children, who oxhibitcd a picture of real \ 
woe, engaged not her attention/] Her friend 
enquired how she could bo thus interostod 
and distrossod by moro fiction, whilo evory J 
thing about her was calculated to arouso tho / 
kconost feelings of her soul ! She coolly re-/ 
plied, I havo fortitudo sufficient to support my 
own calamity, but I muatsympathize with tho 
heroine of adversity. I havo not lost my 
sensibility with my fortune. My only luxury 
is now imagination I J How ill-timed, and how 
improperly exerted, was this kind of sonsibili* 
ty, in Juliana! Where, and what was her 
sensibility, when she disobeyod an indulgent 
parent, sacrificed her reputation, and threw 
horself into the arms of a worthless man for 
protection— from what ? from the kindness and 
love of her best friends! * _ 

44 But I would not be understood to con* 
demn all novels indiscriminately ; though great 
prudence is necessary to make a ujctuiseloo* 
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f tioo. Soma of thorn are fraught with senti- f 
man!; convoy lessons for raorafimprovomont; \ 
and exhibit striking pictures of virtrie reward- : 
ed; and of vice! tolly! and indiscretion pun- ; 
iihed; which may prove encouragements to \ 
imitate, or warnings to avo ; d similar practi- \ 
, ces. I shall not descend to particulars. Those, t 
r which are sanctioned by the ^onj^ral vqicojof [ 

delicacy and~"rcfinementf mnypo allowed a 
1 reading; yet none shouJ^erigrosa)your minds, * 
to the neglect of more important objects; nor 
be suffered to monopolize too largo a portion . 
of your time. 

" Novels are a kind of light -reading, on 
which tho imagination feasts, while the more 
substantial food which is requisite to the nour- 
ishment of the understanding, is eithor un- 
/, tasted or undigested. \ Imagination is a spor- 
; tive faculty, which should be curbed by the 
\ reins of prudenco and judgment. Its sallies 
are delightful in youth) provided they be not 
too excursive. 

" Poetry is, by somo, ranked with novels; 
but I think injudiciously. Good poetry iff 
certainly a sublime sourco of ontortainment 
and instruction. What niusic is to the ear, 
u poetry is to tho heart. There must, indeed, 
bo a natural taste for it, before it can bo high- 
ly rolishod or enioyod; and this taste, whore- 
ever it oxists, should bo cultivated. \ I know 
of no kind of roading more richly formed for 
the montal repast oi a liberal and polished 
younglady, than tho pootical productions of 
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true gonitis. Tho trifling and indelicate can- 
tos of ordinary witlings, and every day poe- 
tasters, aro unworthy your attention. But the 
species of poetry which I now recommend, is 
peculiarly adapted to [soften, the passions, ex- 
cite sympathy, and meliorate the aflecUons.j 
It soothe* tho jarring cares of tile, and, per- 
vading the secret roccsfles of tho soul, serves 
to rouse and animate its dormant powers. 

11 Many essays, written hy monitors of both 
sexes, aro extant, which you may find profita- 
ble and pleasing, both in youth and moro ad- 
vanced age. Among the foremost of those, 
I mention MrsjChnpono's Jotters to her nioce, 
which containaTvaluable treasure of informa- 
tion and advico. N 

" But among your hours devoted to read- 
ing, history must not be without a place. . 
Hero an extensive-field of ages and genora- ] 
tions, which have gone before you, is opened J 
to your view, llore your curiosity may bo 
gratified by a retrospection of events, which, 
by conducting your thoughts to remotest 
chinos and periods, interests and enlarges tho 
mind. Here the various revolutions, the rise, 
fall, and dismemberment of anoient king- 
doms and states may be traced to the dif- 
ferent springs of action, in which they origi- 
nated. [II once you may gain a competent 
acquaintance with human nature in all its mo- 
difications, from the most rude and barbarous, 
to the most civilised and polished stages of 
society. ~\ This is a species of knowled^ 
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which will not only be of constant ate to jrov. ( 
in the government of your own temper and [ 
mannort, but highlyorgAmfintal in your inter- } 



course with thd~golIte andJea rn e d w orld, l 
" But lot your roading of every description f 
be regular and methodical. Never confuse 
your minds by a varioty of subjects at once. 
When you turn your attention to any one is 
particular, finish, and lay that asido, before f 

v you take up another. Let what you read be \ 
well understood at the timo, and woll digested , 
afterwards. Possess yourselves, at least, of the 
loading traits: otherwiso your labor will be ' 
totally lost. If convenient, always recapitu- 
late what you havo been perusing, and annex 
to it* your own sentiments and remarks, to S 
somo friend. If you havo no friend at hand, 
who will be disposed to hear, rocollect, and 
run it over in your own thoughts. This wilt * 
be a great assistance to momory. But what- ^ 
ever be the kind of reading which you under- 
take, soloct such authors as good judges os- 
teon) tho best, upon tho subject. Havo a 
particular regard to the morality and delicacy 
of tho books you peruse. 
"Whan you read for more, amusement, 

t (which should soldom happen) be careful not 

; to corrupt and vitioio your tasto by frothy and 
illiberal porformancos, which will degrudo tho 

N dignity and sully tho purity of your minds. 
That timo is very groutly misspent, which is 
bestowed in reading what can yield no instruc- 



THE BOARDING SCHOOL. 35 

given to books which afford not some degree 
of improvement. /Always have an ey e t there* 
fore, to profity as well as to pleasure. Re- 
rocmbcr that youth is tho scod-time of life. 
You are now to cultivate that knowledge) 
which future years must ripen. Free from 
those domestic carea* which will engross and r 
occupy your minds, when placed at the head' 
oHtrrarh^s, jTmost inestimable price is now 
put into your hands to get wisdom. Now you 
may learn; then you must practice. 

" Now, therefore, (ayjup in store some pro- 
vision for every exigence, some embellishment 
for every station. 

11 Look upon Elvira. Hor acquirements in 
a single state have qualified her for a shining 
pattern of matronal duties. Her husband's 
business abroad provents him from attending 
toUomestlo avocations; nor noed he be anx- 
ious respecting tho management of his house- / 
bold affairs. Elvira is presont to every oc- % 
casion. Tho superintendence of her family, 
and the education of hor children is her de- 
light. Capable of instructing them in every 
needful branch of science, and of furnishing 
them with every requisite ondowment, she is, 
at once, their guide, their example, and their 
friend. When her husband returns from the 
cares and fatigues of business! with what be- 
coming ease and choerfulness does she dissi- 
Ee the anxiety which sometimes hangs upon 
brow, and exhilarate his spirits by the en* / 
livening charms of rational and refined ooo- 
3 
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venation! Io Che entertainment of their 
friends, how distinguished a part she sustains! 
Her powers of mind have been so happily im- 
proved, that she is able to discuss every sub- i : 
ject with ease and propriety. To an enlarge! £ 
understanding and a cultivated taste, to an ex* 
tcrisivo knowledge of* the world and an ac- 
quaintance with polite literature, she superadds 
those amiable virtues, which givo society iti 
highest relish; while tho elegance of her man- 
ners and tho modosty of her deportment are a * 
proof of the greatness of hor mind, and render [ 
tier esteemed, beloved, and respected by all | 
who know her, r 

" But I flatter myself that each of you, my ; 
doar pupils, will bo an Elvira. Then will you do , 
justice to the uuperior advantages of your edu- \ 
cation; bo the uolight of your friends, and the \ 
ornainonts of your country^] x L 

" Religious subjects must, by no means, be ] 
neglectod in tho course of your roading. Let S 
tho liint.K bo tho rulo of your faith and prac- I 
tico. If you wish an explanation of any par- , 
ticular passages, sock it from some judicious J 
and pious friend, or in tho writings of some 
judicious and learned commentator. Hut 
always attend chiefly to those point* which 
servo to mond the heart, rather than to thoso 
knotty, metaphysical disquisitions, which tend 
only to norplex tho understanding, and involve 
tho inquirer in such labyrinths of abstrusity, 
as tiro abovo human comprehension, and be- 
yond human concern. Tho essential doc- 
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irinon mid precopts of tho gospol ore lovol to 
every capacity: and upon a lifo and conver- 
sion govornod by those, our hopos, both of 
present j)oaco and future glory, must bo found- 
ed. " lie huth showed thee what is good; 
and what doth tho Lord roquiro of thoo, but 
to do justly, and to love mercy, and to walk 
humbly with thy God." 



Tuesday, JL M. 
WRITING AND ARITHMETIC. 

The young ladies boing sentod, this morn- 
ing, thoir preceptress addressed them as fol- 
lows. 

" Writing is productive both of ploasuro 
and improvement. It is a source of onter- 
tfthm&pt which enlarges tho mental powers 
more, porhaps, than any other. The mind is 
obligod to oxertion for materials to supply the 

Cm. [Hence it collects now stores of know- 
dgo, and is enriched by its own labors, i It 
imperceptibly treasures up the ideas, which 
the hand impresses. An opportunity is fur- 
nished of [reviewing our sentiments before 
they aro oxposodj and wo have tho privilege 
of correcting or expunging such as aro erro- 
neous. For this purpose, you will find it a 
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good method to collect tad write your thoughts ] 
upon any subject that occurs; for by repeat- 
edly arranging and revising your expression* ? 
and opinions, you may daily improve then, 
and loam to think and reason properly oo 
every occasion. By this mean vou may like- 
wise provide yourselves with a fund of matter 
for (liture use, which, without this assistance, 
the memory would not retain. It will be of 
great service to note down in your common- 
place book such particulars as you may judge 
worth remembering! with your own observa- 
tions upon them. This will be a kind of 
amusement which will exercise your thinking 
powers at the time, and by recurring to it at- 
; terwards, it may afford you many usoful hints. 

/ " The frequent use of the pon is calculated 

/ to refine and enlargo your understanding!. 
Hav* you nnv talent at composition ? it will 

\ bo increasod by cultivation. 

" Neglect no opportunity, therofore, which 

your loisure affords, of delighting your friends, 

and accomplishing youraolves by the exercise 

of your fjenius in this way. 

/ " Thrice blessed are wo, the happy daugh- 

/ ters of this land of liberty, where the feme 1 /. 

/ mind is unshackled by the restraints of tyran- 
nical custom, which in many other region* 

\ confinos the exertions of genius to the usurp- 

Y ed powers of lordly man! Here virtue, merit. 
and abilities are properly estimated. unde T 
whatever form thoy appear. Here tho widely 
extended fields of literature court attention 
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and tho American fair oro invitod to cull Iho 
llowcrs, and cultivnto Iho expanding laurol. 

"But th o species of writing, wh ich is opon 
to every ^capucii^j and o rnamontal to ever y 
station. Is tho cptsto Tary. This, botweelri par- 
ticular friend*, is highly ngrooablo and inter- 
csting. It is n method of interchanging senO 
timents, and of enjoying intorcourso with those ( 
from whom you aro far re mo v oil, which is a \ 
lioppy substitute for personal conversation. ^ 
In a corrospondonco or this sort, all affecta- 
tion, formality, and bombast should bo laid 
aside. ^ 

" Kn»o» fr nnknopsi. simplicity, and sincerity n 
should bo its lending traits, let lot not your J 
letters be composed of mero sounding torms, 
and verboso cgotium; but intermix scntimont 
with expression, in such a manner as may be 
improving as well as pleasing. Letters of 
friendship should conduce no. less to tho ad- 
vantage than entertainment of the person ad- 
dressed; and more cursory letters, of general 
acquaintance, must, at least, bo writton with 
propriety and accuracy. Tho formation of * 
the characters, tho spelling, tho punctuation, 
as well as tho stylo and sonse, must bo attend- 
ed to. 

" Never omit noticing the receipt of letters, 
unless you mean to affront tho writers. Not 
to answer a letter, without being able to as- 
sign somo special reason for tho neglect is 
equally unpardonablo as to keep silonco when , 
conversation is addressed to you in person. 
8* 
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< ** By habituating yourselves to writing, what 
ttay, at first, appear a task, will become ex- 
tremely pleasant. Refute not, then, to im- 
Sroro this part of your education, especial)/ 
y your frequent and dutifully affectionate 
epiatlea to your parents, when absent from 
them. Express your gratitude for their care, 
and convince them it has not been lost upon 
you. 

" Always employ your pens upon something 
useful and refined.* Let no light or loos* 
compositions occupy your time and thoughts; 
but remember that what you utter in this way 
is in some measure the picture of your hearts. 
Virtue forbid, that this favorite employment 
should bo disgraced by impurity, indelicacy, 
or the communication of vicious and ignoble 
sentiments! 

" One of tho sages of antiquity being asked t 
why he was so long in writing his opinion, re- V 
pliod, ' I am writing for futurity. 9 \ 

" Your characters during lifo, and even • 
when you shatt steep in the dust, may rest on 
the ofiorts of your pens. Bowaro then how I 
you employ them. Let not the merit of your j 
attainments in this noblo art bo degraded by 
improper subjects for its exercise. Suffer not > : 
the expectation of secrosy to iuduco you to * 
indulge your pens upon subjects, which you i 
would blush to have exposed. In this way 
your characters may be injurod, and your hap- 
piness destroyed. 

" Celia and Cocilia wore companions at a 
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boarding school. When separated, they com- 
menced an epistolary correspondence, on 
which each valued herself. Their former in- 
timacy which they termed friendship, prompt- 
ed them to write with unlimited confidence; 
and, without tho least reserve, to reveal every 
dictate of levity and thoughtless folly. They 
imagined themselves perfectly secure from the 
censure of the critic. Their education had 
not taught them, that a virtuous mind should 
shrink even from ideal indelicacy. Celia was 
courted by Silvander, a young man of whom 
she was passionately fond ; but she had art 
and resolution enough to conceal' her letters 
from his inspection, though ho often solicited 
a communication of her correspondence. At 
length he became impatient for a perusal of 
letters which appeared so pleasing and inter- 
esting to the parties, and suspicious that some 
particular cause directed their privacy. In- 
fluenced by these motives, Silvander bribed a 
market-boy, who came from the village where 
Cecilia lived, and always conveyed the letters 
to and from her, to give them first into his 
hand. How astonished was he to find the 
lightness of mind exemplified in thorn I Puri- 
ty of sentiment, delicacy of thought, and re- 
finement of taste wore entirely laid aside; and 
illiberal wit, frothy jests, double entendres, 
and ridiculous love-tales were substituted in 
their place. His name was used with so much 
freedom, and every circumstance relative to 
his intercourse, and proposed connexion with 
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Colla, wm bandied with such fhrnlltarify, that 
ho was mortified, disgusted, and chagrined; 
in the extreme. He had the policy, howev- 
er, to conceal tho discovory till ho had copied a 
considerable numbor of Celia's letters, leaving 
out whatever had reference to his own nfluirt. 
Mo thon revenged himsolf by disclosing his 
knowltdgo to hor, avowing his indignation at 
her weakness, duplicity and lolly, and taking 
an Immediate unci final lonve. Not content 
with this, ho ovon circulated her letters among 
his acquaintance. This fixed tho stamp of 
ignominy on tho correspondents ; and their 
names and characters were rendered as ridicu- 
lous as scandal and malicious wit could do* 
siro. 

" Colia was almost distractod at the loss of . 
her lover; but when she found the method he i 
had takon to punish her indiscretion, and that L 
her reputution was thus materially injured, she * 
secluded herself, in a great measure, from j 
society. Her sensibility received a wound I 
which could never bo healed; and sho lived I 
and died in melancholy, rcgrot, and obscurity, r 

" However censurablo the unjust and un- * 
genorous conduct of Silvander may be deem- I 
cd, yet no udoquate excuse can bo offered for * 
tho young ludies, who dishonored their pens f 
and their talents by a most improper and un- 
becoming use of both. 

" Next to writing, arithmetic usuully claims 
attention. This is absolutely necessary in 
every department, and in overy stage of life 
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Even in youth, the proper arrangement of 
jour expense! will conduce greatly to your 
advarifage ; and when placed at the head of 
families, it will be very friendly to the order 

> and economy of your domestic affairs. But, 
j leaving your matronal conduct to future ad- 
| monition, many benefits result from keeping 

* regular accounts in a single state. Tour pa- ~ 
rents allow you a certain sum for your own 
private use. Fashion and folly are always 
busy in creating innumerable imaginary wants, 
which must exceed your finances, if you do 
not attend to an exact adjustment of your ex- 
penditures. / For this purpose, always calcu- 
late your immediate and most necessary de- 
mands. Let these bo first supplied, and then 
if your funds bo not exhausted, more super- < 

> fluousonos may occupy your thoughts. There 
is ono claim, however, which must not be neg- 
lected, and that is oharitt. You will, there- 
fore, manage your expenses in such a manner 
as to reserve somoportion of your income for 
the necessitous. Should you think your al- 
lowance insufficient to admit the children of 
want to a share, let your benevolence plead 
for the retrenchment of some trifling article 
which you may dispense with, without much 
mconvenienoe; and the exquisite pleasure re- 
sulting from the bestowinentj will more than 
counterbalance the sacrificed In these, and 
May other particulars, a knowledge of arith- 
metic will enable yon to conduct the affairs ef 
youth with ease, advantage, and usefulness. 
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And, perhaps, as you advanco in years, and 
are called to fill more Important stations, yo* 
may find it of Mill groator utility. 

•• Tho father or Luoinda was In oasy cir- 
cumstances, while ho oould perform the do* 
tios and enjoy tho profits of a luora ive busi- 
ness. Me was the affectionate naront of a 
numerous family, to whoso education and im- 
provement ho attended with unwearied dili- 
genoo and ploasuroi till ropoutcjLJojuio*- in 
trade, mid disappointments in hi* worldly ex- 
pectations embarrassed hit* nfinirs. deprossod 
(lis spirits, and impoirod his health. In the 
midst of these difficulties, his amiable and be* 
lovod wifo was rcmovod by death. This trial 
was greater than ho'could support. Ho sunk 
under tho affliction, and lost nis reason. Lu- 
anda wuh the oldest of six children, tho core 
of whom, with tho melancholy tusk of attend- 
ing and ministering to tho necessities of her 
unhappy father, devolved on her. She looked 
upon tho wo-fVaught scene, and wept. Her 
heart was sinking under the weight of griof ; 
and hope* the best soother of the unfortunate, 
had nearly abnndoued her. Hho advlnod with 
hor friends, who proposed to roliove tho family 
by means of a subscription. Luciuda thanked 
them ibr their proffered kindness, and returned 
to her discoiiHolnte habitation. She delibera- 
ted on the projected measure; which she con- 
sidered must bo slow, uncertain, and, at any 
rato, inadocpiutu to their Ait in o exigence*. 
Hho eoutd not reconcile herself to the idea of 
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her father's depending on charity for subsist- ' 
S enco. Yet what could be done? One resource 
only remained; — her own exertions^ By these 
?hc flattered herself, that she might save the 
family from suffering want, und discharge the 
obligations she owed to her revered parent, 
iler cducation,by which, among other branches 
of learning, *he had been well instructed in 
arithmetic, (that being her father's favorite 
study) qualified horfor this undertaking. She ' 
therefore devoted herself to tho business 
without delay; examined her father's accounts, 
collected whatever remained that was vulua- 
hle; sol d tho supe rfluous moveables, and pur- 
chased a small stock lor trade. All who knew 
her motives and merit frequented her shop, 
and encouraged her by their custom and kind* 
ncss. By this mean, together with her judi-^ 
cious management, and engaging behavior, 
»hc increasod her business to such a degree, 
as to support tho family with ease and reputa- 
tion. 

" Ilcr discroot and dutiful conduct to her 
father, soon restored him to his reason. 

" Whon ho found how prudently and affec- 
tionately Lucinda had exerted herself in his 
behalf, ho exclaimod, " Many daughters have 
done virtuously, but tbou oxcellcst them all!" 
44 lit) resumed his former business, and lived 
to too his children all well provided for, and 
Wpilv settled around him." 
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IWseby, P. JH I 

MUSIC AND DANCING. j 

Him pupils having taken their places, Mrt I 
Williams proceeded. 

M In muelo And dancing you have made audi 
proficiency that your performances must be 
very pleasing to your (Honda, before whom 
you occasionally exhibit. 

11 Ae dancing U on accomplishment merely : 
external, lot not tho vanity of exoollence in * 
it betray itsolf in an air of conscious supori- 1 
ority, when you shino at the ball, and per- [ 
ceivo yourselves to have attracted the atten- r 
tion and aiiplauso of the gay assombly. But [ 
in tho midst of hilarity and mirth, remember 
j that modesty, diffidence, discretion, and bu- . 
, militv are indisponiablo appendages of virtue 
i and decency. f 

" Muaic ia a talont which nature haa be- 1 
stowod, and which your application haa consul- f 
erably improved. It haa a powerful influence - 
over tho heart; wonderfully soothes and hu- j 
i thanlzos tho passions, and ia a source of rcfin- ; 
ed pleasure to a mind capable of tasting its 
charms. * 

, u Never reftiso gratifying your friends by 
' the exertion of your abilities in performing, 
unless for some ytry apocial roason. Though , 
I would not have you vain of your skill, and 
officiously forward to display it; yet tho affee- 
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tation of uncommon modosty, and ignoranco, 
is truly ridiculous. To pload inability to ox- 
erciso powors, which you arc conscious of pos- 
sessing, and for which you wish to be esteem- 
cd and honored by others, is Talse delicacy, 
and wilT never gain admission to the broost 
where that which is genuine rosides. How ~ 
perfectly absurd it is for a young lady, who 
is politely roquosted to entertain a company 
with her musical talents, to declare them so 
small thut she is really ashamed to expose 
horsolf boforo such good judges; or that sho 
has negloctcd playing, or singing, for some 
time, and cannot immediately revive hor dor- 
mant skill; or that she has forgotten her 
tunes, or songs; or that she has a bad 
cold; (which none but herself perceives,) and 
is unable to sing; or that she is loath to 
begin this amusement, and must insist up* 
on some othor lady's setting the examplo; 
which othor lady has, in her turn, an equal 
nutnbor of excuses 1 Thus the[timo of the 
company is ongrosscuY and their pleasure 
suspended, till a long' train of arguments, 
entreaties, and complimonts are run through, 
and hor vanity fully gratified by the most flat* 
taring and importunate solicitations. 

"Thon, elate with pride and self importance, 
she condescends to grant thoir request; not 
considering bow far she has derogated from 
her own merit by the futile artifice she has 
employed; an artifice unworthy of an ingenu- 
ous mind, and disgraceful to any lady who has 
arrived to years of discretion. 
4 
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« Let us view this evasive manner of seek- '■ 
tag compliments a little newer. When a per- 
■on is known to be mistress of this delightful * 
art, what can be her motive for delaying the : 
gratification of her friends by its exercise! and ! 
reTueing a compliance with their wishes, till i 
tneir patience la exhausted ? I believe that 
•xcubcb, n this caso, are very seldom sincer*. 
The yoothfu* mind is not insensible to praise, [ 
no f< "J™"'**. »o »ho moans of obtaining it. \ 
Why then should it not bo received and * 
f incroasod by a roady and obliging compliance? . 
A desire to plcoso is usually attended with i 
success; and for what reason should the pow. ; 
• r » nd l «»position bo artfully concealed? ' 

t Always presorvo a frankness and sincerity 
in your actions and dosigns. Thoso will add 
dignity to your condescensions, and graceful- 
nesa to your deportment. 

"Hi.c superior to thoso little arte which J 
bespeak tho finosso of a childish folly, ore 
narrow mind. Do honor to this, as well os to 
evenr other part of your education, by actinc , 
conformably to the precepts which l.avo been 
givon you, tho knowledge which vou have ? 
acquired, and the opportunities with which . 
you may be furnished for the purpose. \ 

. Music and dancing, though polite and ■ 
elegant accomplishments, are, perhaps, the 
most fascinating, and, of course, tho most dan- 
gerous of any that fall undor that description. 
When indulged to excess, beside engrossing 
much time which ought to be employed in th* 
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execution of more necessary and useful do- \ 
signs, Ike/ sometimes allure thoir fond vota- I 
rios from that purity and rectitude which aro 
tho chief embellishments of the female char- 
I J ictcr, They lay tho mind open to many / 
! >| temptations, and, l)y nourishing a frivolous/ 
i fj YAnit/, benumb the nobler powers both of re- 
flection and action. ; 
"Leviti* was endowed, by tho joint inflo* 
tnco of nnturo and art, with these pleasing 
charm*. Symmetry was perfbetodin hor form \ 
and hor voice was melody itself. Lifer parents N 
wore not in affluent circumstances; yet their 
tosto led them to distinguish thoso graces and 
tnJents in their daughter, which they injudi- 
ciously flattered themselves might, one day, 
raise her to nfllucnco and famo^J Honce they 
spared no pains nor expense, in their power 
to bestow, to assist hor inclination and gratify 
her wishes. As sho advanced in years, she 
assiduously cultivated and diligently improved 
those endowments which sho had been errone- 
ously encouraged, and even taught, to const d-. 
cr most valuable. To adorn her person, reg- 
ulate her movements, and practise her music* 
was all her caro. Nor had she a wish beyond 
tho pleasures, which she fancied they could 
yield. Her mind resembled a garden, in 
which the useful plants were overrun and 
choked by noxious weeds. Hero and there 
• gaudy flower rears its brilliant bead, and 
proudly dares to arrest the eye; while the 
delicate and useful lie buried and eoneealed ia 
the surrounding waste! 
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14 Flattery was pleasing to her car, in what* 
/ ever form it waa presented. The any and 
licentioua sought her society; and vanity with 
i its attendant train of follies led her imagiot- I 
\ tion far from the sphere of life which Provi- ' 
^ denco had assigned her. Her parents raw 
their own mistake, and were alarmed at her's: 
but, alas! too late wero their endcavpt* to 
prevent tho mischiefs which impended. [They 
could not supply her unbounded wants; and \ 
thorofore to gratify her ruling passion, *hc J 
deemed means of her own invention indispen* i. 
sabloTj Amonp her admirors was a foreigner, . 
who, (ailing ot success in his own country, • 
sought a subsistence in ours, from tho stage. * 
Ho know Lovitia's talents. These might * 
give, her tho palm of applauso, and in his way | 
of hfo, render her co nspi cuous. This plan j 
ho communicated to her, insidiously offering . 
to bocome her guardian, and to put her under 
the protection of such friends as should de- 
fend hor honor, and ensure her success. She 
was pleased with tho project. Wholly un- 
acquainted with tho world, and unsuspicious 
> of tho subtlo nrts of tho deluding libertine, 
she scrupled not his veracity, but listened to 
his insinuating declarations of lovo and friend- 
ship. Sho was deceived by tho vanity of ap- 
pearing where her fancied merit would meet 
with the encourttgement and reward it deserv- 
ed; and vainly imagining that her beauty 
might secure her elovation and affluence, she 
readily consented to the fatal experiment. 
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tlopcd from her father** house, And became 
« professed actress. 

<r Hor parents wero overwhelmed With grief 
and anxiety, at tho discovery, but to no pur* 
poso wore alt thoir exortions to reclaim her. 
She had left thorn, no more to leturn; loft 
them, too, with tho heart-rending reflection, 
that they themselves had hoodlessiy contribu- 
ted to her disgrace and ruin* But bittor in- 
deed wero tho fruits of her disobedionco and 
IbUyt 

HTShe mado her appearance on tho stage. 
Slio sung and danced, fur which she was ca- 
ressed, flattered, and paid. A licentious mode 
of life quadrating with the levity of Iter heart, 
soon left her a prey to seduction. Her gaioty 
and beauty gained her many votarios, and sho 
becamo a comploto courtozan.3 

11 In tho midst of this caroor, hor mothor 
died of a broken heart, evidontly occasioned 
by hor undutiful and vicious conduct. A 
tense of hor tngratitudo to her parents, and 
her shamoloss manner of life struck hor mind, 
not naturally unfeeling, with such forco, as to 
throw hor into a fover which underminod her 
constitution, deprived her of her boauty, ru- / 
ioed her voice, and loft hor without means of v 
supoort. Hor pretended lovor, finding sho 
could no longer bo useful to him, porfidiously 
abandoned her to poverty and shame. Sho 
returned, like tho prodigal, to her uuhappy 
father, who received, but could not atstst 
her. Jter behavior, with its consequences in 
4* 
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the death of her mother, had impaired Us 
health, depressed hie epirita, and rendered him 
incapable of providing for himself. 

" She ia now despised and avoided by til < 
her former acquaintance, and must incvttt- f 
bl v apend the remainder of her days in wrotch- t 
edncas. 

u Lot ua turn from this disgusting picture, 

and behold its contrast in tho antiablo Florclla. 

/ To beauty of person sho superadds delicacy, 

sensibility, and evory noblo quality of the f 
\ mind. RespoctAil to hor superiors, affable, I 
cheerful, and polito to her oquals, and conde- 
scendingly kind to her inferiors, Florclla U j 
universally CRtocmcd, beloved and admired. | 
Of the pleasing accomplishments of music ; 
and dancing sho is a consummate mistress. : 
J, Yet she is superior to tho vain arts of llattorv, I 
I whilo tho dignity of conscious virtue raises , 
i her far abovo tho afibctation of fatso modesty t 
and diflidoncOj! To pleaso and obligo tho*c \ 
friends who are interested in tier happiness, L 
nnd gratified by hor performances, is her do- * 
lifjht. Nor docs sho think it nocessary, bv \ 
feigned excusos, to delay the pleasuro, which | 
alio is ablo to afford; but willingly enhances \ 
that pleasure by a ready and cheerful compli- 
ance. This sho thinks tho best return sho > 
can mako for their kind attention. Though 
dolighted with those amuscmonts herself, she, 
nevertheless^ considers them as amusements 
only; and assiduously cultivates tho more solid 
branches of her education. Thcso, she is 
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wont to sny, may rcndor mo usoftil and hap- 
py, whon tho voico of music shall bo brought 
low, and whon tho sprightly limbs shall bocomo 
languid and inactive. 

•*l!ow happy her parents in hor filial duty 
and affection! How rich tho roward of thoir 
euro and expenso in contributing to hor im- 
provements! How happy Florella in their 
complacency and love, and in tho conscious- 
ness of dosorving them! 

" Sho wan, not long sinco, nddrossod by a 
gentloman, who was pleasing to hor fancy; 
but, determined novor to indulge a scntimont 
of partiality without tho entire approbation of 
her parents, sho reforred him to their docision. / 
For particular reasons, they disapproved off ' 
his suit. Sho acquiesced without reserve. 1 
and immediately dismissed him. Who would \ 
not rather bo a rescmbler of Florella, than a \ 
vain, imprudent, and ruined Levitia? 

" True, indeed, the acquirements and gra- 
ces of Florella are not attainable by, every 
one; but tho virtues of discretion, modesty, \ 
and kindness are within the reaclTof the hum- 
Mest sphere, and tho moat moderate abilities." y 
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FTtdfttttlay, A. M> / 
MISCELLANEOUS DIRECTIONS 

frOR THR OOVRRlfMRffT OF THE TEMPER A*» 
MANNERS, 

11 1 shall now » itid Mrs. Willism*. fl en* \ 
deRvor to sketch out for you tho plan of con* 
duct, which I think will bo most conducive to 

I our honor And liRppiness while In r single state 
Iithorto you have boon uhdor the directum 
Of parents, guardians, and instructors, who 
have regulated your deportment, and labored 
to give you just ideas upon every subject and 
occasion. That period is now over, You 
aro now launching into life; whore you will 
think and act more fur yournolvos. 

" Tho path of roctitudo, my dear young 
friends, is narrow and intricate. Temptations 
lurk around to beguile your feet astruv; and 
dangers which appear insurmountable will 
often ariso to affright you (Void the ways of 
virtuo. 

" But remombor that a crown of honor and 
happiness awaits tho undeviating pursuit of 
truth and duty. Let religion bo your guide, 
and discretion your handmaid. Thus attended, 
you will escapo the snares of youth, and sur- 
mount tho pcrploxing enros of moro advanced 
age. At your entrance on the stago of action, 
tho allurements of pleasure will spread innu- 
merable charms to cour^ your " acceptance. 
Ik* arc of their fcucirmtiig wiles; ar.d vUn 
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c vcr coumo you adopt, bo auro it ia audi aa 
will boar tho tent of examination and roflcc- 
tion. Lot thoso bo tho criterion of all jour 
pursuits and enjoyments. Make it an mva- 
rial»lo practico to ro-traco tho actions and oc- 
currences of tho day, when you rotiro to rest; 
to account with your own hearts for tho uso 
and improvomont of tho past hours; and roc* 
tify whatever you find amiss, by grcator vigi- 
lanco and caution, in futuro; to avoid tho 
errors into which you havo follon, and to dis- 
charge tho duties incumbont upon you. 

" To negloct this, will bo a source of great 
iaadvertencies and failings. 

"To know yoursolves, in every particular, x 
must bo vour oonstant endeavor. This know- 
ledge will lead you to propriety and consistency 
of action. But this knowledgo cannot bo ob- 
tained without a thorough and ropoatod inflec- 
tion^ of your various passions, affections, and 
propensities. When obtainod, howovor, it " y 
will provent tho ill effects of flattory, by which 
you will doubtless bo ondangorcd, as vou ad* _ 
vanco into tho scenos of fashionable fifo. It ^ 
will enablo you to distinguish flattery from 
that generous praiso which is tho effusion of 
a feeling hoart, affected by tho perception of 
real merit. A voung lady, unskilled in tho 
deceitful arts or a giddy world, ia vory apt to 
be misled by tho adulation which ia offered at 
tho shrine of vanity. She ia considered aa a 
mark for tha wit of ovary coxcomb, who wish- 
es to display his gallantry ♦ 
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11 Flattery ii a daizling meteor, which ceiti 
a delusive glare before the eye; end which 
eeduoee the imagination, perverts the judg- 
ment, end silence* the dictates of sound ret- 
eon. Flatter/ in, therefor©, the poison ami 
bane of the youthftil mind. It renders the 
receiver blind to those defects which she ought 
to see and rectify, and proud of imaginary 

i grace* which sho nover yet possessed. Self- 

j Knowledge, as beforo observcd f will facilitate 
the detection of this disguised advorsary, by 

j enabling you to investigate your real accora* 

' plishmcnts and merits, 

"That praise which is the rosult of descrv- , 
ed approbation from those, whose good opin l 
ion you wish to enjoy, is worthy your attcn- . 
tion'and grateful acceptance: hut the ful- I 
some compliments and hyperbolical profession* \ 
of unmeaning and empty pretenders, culcu- I 
lated only to fill tho imagination with the in- f 
flammable air of self-conceit and arrogant 
pride, should bo rejected with disdain, and } 



/ cordially despised by every Indy of sense and | 
< sentiment, as an insult upon her understand- I 
\jng, and an indignity to her sensibility, 



" Let it, therefore, . bo known to those who ^ 

court your favor by an ostentatious parade , 

of admiration and obsequiousness, that their t 

dissimulation and duplicity aro discovered, and ^ 

that you aro superior to such futility. r 
r " In order to discriminate botween flattery 
' and meritod nratsc, critically examine your 

own heart and life. Dy this mean you will t 
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ascertain what is really jour duo, and what 
is merely the effect of this insidious art. But 
let no ideas of your own endowments, bow* 
ever just, elate you with an opinion of your 
superior powers of pleasing. ^ 

" Be not ostentatious of your charms, either 
of person or mind. Let modesty, diffidence, 
and propriety regulate you, in regard to each. 
Exalted advantages will render you an object 
of envy to the weak minded of your own 
sex, and of satiro to the ill-natured part of the ; 
other. [Jfevcr obtrude even your real graces 
and accomplishments upon the worUL The 
penetrating and judicious will see and applaud 
them, while retiring from the gaze of a mis* / 
judging and misrepresenting throng. 

" Naked ill nothing should a woman be, , fl 
Bui reil her very wii with modesty;.^ V, 
Let man discover ; lot her not display ; 
But yield her charms of mind with sweet delay." 

11 Those who aro solicitous for beauty should 
remember that the expression of the counte- 
nance, in which its very essence consists, do* 
pends on the disposition of the mind, 

M What's female beauty, but an air divine, 
Through which the mind's all gentle graces, shine t 
These, like the sua, irradiate all between ; 
The body charms, because the soul is seen. 
Hence men are often captires of a free, ' 
They know not why $ of n» peculiar grace 
Seme fame, though bright* no mortal man ran bear f 
Borne, none resist, tho' not decoding fair," 

•' Beauty, my dear girls, is indeed a desk* 
table quality. Neither the pen of the moral-' 



* 



48 THI BOAJtDINO SCHOOL. [ 

1st, nor the spleon of tho satirist! norths oiw 
of such as want it, could oysr bring it iuti . 
contempt or negloct. Yet mere externa]/ 
beauty is transiont as the motoor, and frail a* 
tho bubblo, which floats on. tho surface of the 
watorv olomont. 

41 Heboid the disconsolate and deepi*? 
Flirttlla! and from hor fato loarn not to tr\v 
in tho oflccts or duration of this advontitiou* » 
quality. \ 

" Early in life, Flirttlla was taught that her ' 
charms wore irresistible; that she might i»-» 
pire to an absolute ascondency over tho hearts ' 
fi and passions of her votaries. A superficial 
( but iushionable education added tho allure- 
' monts of art to those of person, und render* < 
\hor u iluUltod conuotto. 
1 I lor beauty nnd the gaiety of hor manner 
; gained her numerous admirers, who swanr 
around, liko the insect tribo, eager to sip th 
fragrance of tho equally fair and fading rose. ' 
Tho inconso of fluttory, in ovory form, wo* 
' her tribute. 

" Elated by thin, she gave frco scope :<; 
hor ruling purttduns, tho love of ploiiHiiro tin 
dissipation. Her bent days wore spent in '* 
cliaso of vanity; ami hIio culled the flower* < 
life, without considering, thut substantial fo 
, would bo required at a more advanced peri< < 
as a substitute for tho fudtng hlossiJt.<* 
youth. Her mind was barren oi improves r\ 
and consequently destitute of resource*. 
She vainly imagined tho triumphs of beaut 
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to bo permanent, till its dcclarod enemy, 
the small-pox, convinced her or tho egregious 
mistake By this she found hor ompire sud- 
denly overturned. The morciless disorder 
had reduced hor to a lovel with tho generality 
of hor sex, in appearance* and, in enjoyment 
Tar below them. Her gloss faithfully repre- 
sented this insupportable reduction. Regret 
and chagrin heightened tho apparent calami- 
ty. She was remembered only as the con- 
trast of what sho once had been. Her lovers 
wcro disgusted with the chango, and sought 
moro pleasing objects of nttontion; while mon 
of sentiment could not find a similarity of dis- 
position, in hor, to induce a connoxion. 

" Her female acquaintance, who had envied 
her as a rival, or feared hor as a superior, 
now insulted her with their pity, or mortified 
her by remarks on the surprising alteration 
in her appearance. 

11 Finding no alleviation from society, she 
retired from tho world to nurse, in solitudOf 
the vexation and disappointment sho experi- 
enced. ' 

11 Yiew hor now, peevish, discontented, and 
gloomy! Hor ideas of ploasuro were center- 
ed in that porson, which is now neglected: in 
those endowments which have now forsakoa 
her forovorl 

" Thought sho studiously shuns; for sho 
has nothing pleasing to occupy her reflections, 
but what is irretrievably lost! .__ 

11 Miscrablo Flirtilla! thou trustedst in vani- 
5 
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t/ t and vanity it thy recompense! How * - 
happy mlchtost thou have been, oven in this - 
change, if thy heart had been rectified, thy 

Understanding improved, and thy mind liber* ■ 

ally stored with useful sentiments! knowledge, I 

and information t J . 

" Cultivate, then, my young friends, those [ 

dispositions and attainments, which will yield \ 

permanent and real satisfaction, when sick* ",, 
ness, advorsitv, or age shall havo robbed your 

eyes of their lustre, and diminished tho bloom ? 

\and sprightliness of your forms. -, 

11 You aro doubtless sensible that your hap- J 

piness, in life, does not depend so much on < 

your external, as your internal graces. • 

" The constitutional temper of your minds 
was given you by nature; but reason is added 
for its regulation. 

" On Tifo*i rut octan dlrsrtelV we i«ft \ ^ 

Reason the chart \ but pawion ia th^f al«/ 9 \ 

14 Our passions were certainly implanted l 
for wise and bcnovolent purposes; and, if I 
properly directed, may be or great utility. 
This direction naturo will teach, and educa- 
tion improve. To their precepts we must 
implicitly listen, if we would becomo respec* > 
table or contented. * 

44 Examine yourselves, therefore, with irrt- r 

J martial scrutiny. Find out your particular 
hults in this respect, and exert your unweari- 
ed industry to amend them. 
41 Possibly you may bo naturally hasty, 
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passionate, or vindictive If so, how wretched, 
at timety must the indulgence of this temper 
render you! When reason, awhile suspend- 
ed, resumes its empire, and calm reflection 
succeeds the riot of passion, how severe must 
be your self-condomnation, and how keen 
your sensations of regret! Perhaps an un- 
kindness of expression to somo particular 
friond, disrespectful treatment of an honored 
superior, ill-tlmcd resentment to a beloved ' 
equal, or imperious and unbecoming sevority 
to a deserving inferior, may give you the most 
painful emotions, and degrado you in your 
own, as well as in tho estimation of every ob- 
server! To prevent this evil, accustom your- 
selves to check the first risings of anger, and 
suspend every expression of displeasure, till 
you can deliberate on tho provocation, and 
tho propriety of noticing it. It may have 
been undesigned, and, therefore, not justly 
provoking. You may have misunderstood tho 
word, or action of offence, and inquiry may 
remove the grounds of your suspicion: or 
tho person offending may be one with whom 
prudonce and honor requiro you not to enter 
tho lists. But if neither of thoso considerations 
occur, refloot a moment, that your own repu- 
tation and oonsequent happiness aro at stake; 
aod that to lose the command of yoursolvos 
end your passiona is inconsistent with the do- 
licaey of ladios, the moderation of christians, 
and the dignity of rational beings. 
14 Let ever/ sail/ alarm, aod excite you to 
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rally and new-discipline your forces; and to 
be more strictly on your guard against the v 
assaults of your foe, / 

44 The character of Camilla is a pattern 
worthy of your imitation, Whilo very young, 
Camilla was unfortunately deprived of tho in- 
struction and regulating hand of a discreet and 

Judicious mothor. Her father was too much 
tnmorscd in business to attend to the cultlva- 
tion'of hisdaughtcr's mind. 'i 

" He gnvo her tho menus of a genteel edu- * 
cation, praised her excellencies^ and chid hsr ( 
faults, without being at tho pains of teaching : 
her how to amend them. The irritability of 
her temper ho ruthor indulged, considering her 
as a girl of $pmt } who would muko her way 
in tho world, in spito of obstaclos. Sho was 
naturally generous, tender-hearted, and bu- 
mano; but her temper was as uncontrollable 
as tho whirlpool, and as impetuous as the 
wind. Happily for her, sho had an uncom- 
mon strength of mind, a ready apprehension, 
a quick perception, and a depth of understand- 
ing, seldom equalled. Sho saw her errors, 
was conscious of her failings) and a sevoro suf- 
foror for her funlts. Hut such was tho ex* 
trcino quickniHS of her feeling*, uud ho ju\* 
sionato her resentment of any thing which 
appeared injurious or nflVontivo, that shr 
could not alwttvs repress them. Sho married 
a gentleman ot a similar temper) and of equal 
prudonco. In tho union of such violent spirit*, 
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great harmony could not be presaged* Their 
passions wcro lively! tholr directions ardent. 

M Tito honny.moon In rapture* Sew, 
A second brought Hi triMporti loo J 
Tho third, the fourth, were not tml«§ ; 
The filth wm friendship, mlied with buse ) 
Hut ere t twelvemonth pewed Away, 
The/ found etch other mide of elty«" 

11 Inadvertcncios gave oflbncfc ; frequent al* 
tercations arose; both wcro tenacious of their 
lights, and averse to condescension. Camilla 
srw the impending danger; she became sen- 
sible that tho happiness of her 1Mb depended 
on amendment and caution; she resolved to 
avoid giving or taking offence, with the great* 
tit diligence; to suppress every emotion of 
anger; and when she thought herself injured, 
to retire or be silent, till passion had subsided! 
and sho could regain her calmness. 

" This was a hard tank, at first; but perse* 
verance rendered it effectual to m thorough 
reformation in each. 

" Her example and pathetic admonitions in* 
duced her husband to adopt her prudent plan. 
They found their mutual endeavors produc* 
tive of real satisfaction, and happiness the 
reward of their exertions to secure it, 

" To be vindictivo is equally, oerheps more 
fatal to our own, and the peacooi others, than 
to be passionate. Violent passions of all kinds 
are generally transient; but revenge is tho 
offspring of malice, the parent of discord, and 
the bann of social love. It U an evidence of 

e «• 
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a weak and sickly mind. True greatness will 
rise superior to this iff noble spirit, so peculiar- 
ly ungraceful in a lady, and inconsistent with 
that delicacy and softness, which ought ever 
to characterize the sex. 

" But an envious temper is y of all others, 
tho most degrading and miserable. Envy is 
a malignant poison, which rankles in the heart, 
and destroys the inward peace, even while there 
is an outward appearance of serenity. That 
mind, which cannot rejoice in the happiness 
of others, is capable of very little in itself. 
To look with a grudging and evil eye on tho 
enjoyments of our neighbor, must be a source 
of perpetual chagrin and mortification. 

" Envy indulged, is a punishment to its pos- 
sessor. Eradicate, then, the first, and every 
emotion of so corroding and destructive a na- 
ture ; and endeavor Jo excel only by that vir- 
tuous emulation, which is productivo of im- 
provement and respectability. 

44 A kiud, compassionate, bcnovolcnt, hu- 
mano disposition is an invaluable treasure. It 
will render you blessings to society, and ob- 
jects of universal esteem. 

" In you 'tit gracoflil to diwolve at wo j 
With every motion, every word, to wava 
Quick o'er tho kindling chock tho roady blush | 
And from tho ■mallcat violence to Bhriuk."— 

" This amiable temper, however, may some- 
times degenerato into weakness. 

" Prudence should bo exercised, even in 
tho indulgence of tho most engaging qualities. 
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In the progress of life, occasions may call for 
that resolution and fortitude, which admit not 
of apparant softness j but such occasions very 
seldom occur, - 

44 How alluring are the charms of sympathy 
and charity t Happy are they who always 
feel the one, and hare power and inclination 
to exemplify tho other! 

" The diamond and the ruby's blase 
Dif put* the palm with beauty's queen \ 
Not beauty*! queen demands inch praise, 
Deroid of virtue if she's toon. 
But the toft tear in pity's eye 
Outshines the diamond's brightest beam, 
And the sweet blush of modesty 
More beauteous than the ruby's seen." 



TVednct day, P. M, 

DRESS. 

" Dress," continued Mrs. Williams to hot 
re-osscmblcd and attentive pupils, " is an im- 
portant article of female economy. By some 
it is doubtless considered as too essential. 
This is always the case, when it becomes the 
ruling passion, and every other excellence is 
made subordinate to it. A suitable attention \ 
to the etiquette of appearance is necessary to \ 
render us respectable in the tje§ of the world; / 
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and discovers an accommodating disposition, 
which is, at once, engaging and useful fn the 
commerce of society. Females are taxed with 
being peculiarly attached to, and captivated 
by the glare of splendor and dhow. But I be 
lieve itiperficia! minds are not confined to sex. 
Whatever form they actuate! to beautify and 
adorn It will bo tho principal object, i 

" A certain specie* oX gaiety and airlnes' » 
is becoming in youth. [Young ladics y there- 
fore, act perfectly in character, when, under | 
proper restraint, they indulge their taste in the j 
dooorntion of their persons*) Hut they should I 

| bo especially tuneful that their (ante bo cor* { 

i reel t oormfiiteiit with tho muiluat deHeaey ! 

, which is tho glory and ornamont of woman. 
" It is Ittudoble to follow fashions, so fur a* 
they ore governed by these rules; but when' 
ever they doviutc, quit them with express dis- 
approbation mid ding tint. Any assumption* of 
the matculino hahit arc unbecoming. Dress mitt 
manners should ho correspondent; and tho rv- 
paging softness and attics* simplicity, whir!* 
•grnco my puplln, must bo quite inconsistent 
with tho air and attiro of tho other sex. 
" A gaudy and funtastical modo of decora 

I tion is by no means a recommendution. It be- 
speaks a lightness of mind and a vanity of 
disposition, ii#iiiu»t which a discreet and mod 

, est girl should guard with tho utmost vigiluncc 
Kxtruvaganco is a grout error, even whcir 
fortune will allow the means of supporting it. 

v Many are tho claims which the children of of- 
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diction and want have upon tho superfluous i 
j>Icnt£of the rich. How much better expend- j 
ed would somo part of their redundance be, in,' 
relieving tho necessities of such, than in dccoW" 
rating their own persons, with every ornament 
which art can contrive to create expense! 

"Ncatnoss and propriety should be tho 
main objects; for lovelincHS needs no foreign 
aid to givo it a passport, Noatncs> is too often 
connected with tho idea oTa prudish singulari- 
ty; but no gaudincss of apparel, no richness 
of attire, no modishness of appearance can bo 
an equivalent for it. propriety is that garb 
which becomes our situation und circumstan- 
ces in life. There certainly ought to be a 
difference between different ages and condi* 
tions, in this respect. Many articles, orna- 
mental to Miss in her toons, would appoar 
absurd) fantastical, and ridiculous in maturor 
yoars. Neither should tho matronal robes, 
and the closo cap hido the natural ringlets, and 
easy shapes of tho blooming girl. - , 

" It is a very falso tasto which inddecs poo- ' 
pie in dopondont and narrow circumstances, to ( 
imitato tho expensive modo of dress which f 
might bo very accent for those who move in a J 
bighor sphoro. 

44 To ondeavor to concoal indigenco by tho 
affectation of oxtravaganco, is committing a' 
great offence, both against oursolvos, and the 
community to which wo belong. The moans 
of support should always be attended to, A 
conformity to theso will render you more res- 
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pected (br prudence, than a deviation for tht 
sake of show without (pubatanee,/ can make 
you admired. •** » <«^.w - 

"Louisa and Clarinda are striking examples. 
They were both the daughtere of reputable 
parents, whoso situatione in the world were 
easy and comfortable, though not affluent. 
They were able to give their children a good 
education, but no other portion. Gay, volatile, 
and ambitious, Louisa waa the votary of fash- ) 
ion. A superior in dress excited the keenest f 
sensations of onvy in her bosom; and a rival I 
in appcaranco gavo her unspeakable mortifi- I 
cation. Dissatisfiod with her natural charms, 
cosmetics and paints added to her oxponsef, 
and betrayed her folly, Sho had many pro- 
fessed admirers, who found Iter a willing dupo j 
to flnltory, and who rained her vanity by prais- 
ing hor excellent tasto. V 

44 Lenndcr, n gentleman of liberal educa- j 
«ion, superior merit, and handsome property, ( 
cant hit* eye around for a companion to share : 
and enjoy these advantages with him. Louisa [ 
caught his attention. The elegance of her 
person, and splendor of her appoarance. ! 
•charmed his imagination, and inspired the ides » 
of a fortune sufficient to support her expenst^ } 
atyle of living. IIo paid his addresses ar- 
was received with the most flattering encour- 
agoment. Dut how great was his disappoint . 
mont, when ho discovered the smnllness of he- 
resources, and the imprudence of hor man- 
agement! Thi*, said ho to himself, will never 
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do for mo. Wcro. my income far superior to \ 
what it is, it would not bo ndequute to such un- ) 
bounded oxtravagancc. Besides, whero so' 
little economy is practised, while undor paren- 
tal government, what must bo tho consequence 
of that unli mited i ndulgence* which tho confi* 
dence duo to a wife demands ? Were I to / 
abridge her expenses, and endeavor to rectify 
her fantastical taste, it would doubtless foment 
dissension, discord, and animosity, which must 
terminate in wretchedness. Ho resolved, 
however, to try her real disposition, by gently 
hinting his disapprobation of her gaiety. This' 
she resented; and a rupture, which ended in 
a final separation, ensued. Sho found, too 
late, tho valuo of tho man, whom sho had 
slighted; and ever after regretted that folly "j 
which had irretrievably alienated his affeo* 
tions. .-J 

" Tho modesty and noatness of Clarinda's 
garb noxt caught Lcander's eye. Convoking 
with her on tho subject of dress, the justness 
of hor sentiments gave him tho highest ideas 

Sf the rectitude and innocence of her mind* 
i costly article was offered for her purchase j\ 
but sho refused IQ It would not become me, 
said sho, nor any other person who has not an 
Affluent fortune. If I had a sufficiency to 
buy it, I would procura something mora aim* / 
pie and necessary for myself; and the over- 
plus might rendor an object of distress con- / 
tented and happy, ' 
44 Yet was Clarioda always elegantly neat" 
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ilways genteelly fashionable. Frugality and I 
joonomy, (Voc from profbsion and cxtrava- 
jfino^onnbToJ TTor Co fndulgeTier own taste J 
ontirely; and while she onjoyod that, aho re— ^ 
pined not at the fancied auporiority of others. 
Leander found hor all ho wished, in appear- 
tinoo; all ho hoped for, in reality, As their 
tusto* wero correspondent, and their highost 
aim, when united, to ploano each other, they 
woro not dopondont on tho breath of fashion 
for their happiness. A compliance with its 
forms did not eloto their pride, nor a depar- 
ture from them, fill their hearts with pcov- 
Uhnoss and discontent/ 1 



Thursday, A. M, 

POLITENESS. 

44 Still more important than your habit, is 
your air and deportment. It is not sufficient 
that thoso aro pleasing to the eye of the su- 
perficial observer. Your behavior and conver- 
sation must be uniformly governed by tho laws, 
of politeness, discretion, and decorum. Else 
you will ho disgusting to pooplo of refinement; 
nnd tho judicious nnd discerning will discover 
the weakness of your minds, notwithstanding 
tho showy ornaments, intended to conceal it 
from public view. 

44 lnuttcntion in company is a broach of 
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-ooi manners. Indeod, it is a downright in- 
sult; being neither moro nor Joss, than declar- 
ing that you have not tho least respect for any 
who are nresont. Either you do not value 
their good opinion, or you have something 
more important than thoir conversation to oc- 
cupy your minds, \ 

" You should always bo attentive to thoso with 
whom you are conversant, let their rank and / 
standing be what they may. Your superiors / 
will estoom you for your respectful treatment 
of them; you? equals will lovo you for your 
kindness and familiarity; your inforiors will 
ro*poct you for your condosconsion and mook- 
ncss. 

" Attention in cop»(>any will bo advanta- 
geous to yourselves. -Liko the industrious boo, 
which sips honoy from every plant, you may 
derive soma benefit or instruction from all 
kmJttofsociotyJ Some usoful romark or infor- 
mation; gomo sentimont which may allure you 
to the practice of virtue, or detor you from a 
vicious perpetration, may repay your labor, and 
bo serviceable through life. 

" But should there be no other motive than 
that of pleasing £our associates, and render- i 
ing them happy, by making yourselves agreea- , 
hie, it may be considered as a sufficient in- / 
ducemont to tho nractico of this branch of! 
ffiod-breeding. Many girU, in the thought* 
less levity of their hearts, divert thomselvosat 
the eipense of others; and, with the utmost 
Rite, point out any thiog peculiar in the ap- A 
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pearance, words, or actions of somo ono to the 
company, whom they select for t subject of j 
merriment end ridicule, This, by shrowd J 
looks, ironical gestures, or tittering whispers, 
is kept up, to tho great mortification or the 
unhappy victim, and to the reproach and dis- 
honor of the offenders. Such conduct is a 
breach, not only of the rules of common civili- 
ty, but of humanity; besides being directly re* 
pugnant to tho precept of doing to others as 
we would that thoy should do to us, 

M Be particularly careful, thon, not tomortU 
fy f or givo puin to an inferior, 

" Let tho question, ' who maketh the* to 
dlflbr V suppress evory emotion of ridicule, 
oontompt, or neglect; and induce you to raise 
and oncourage depressed inorit by your notice 
and approbation. 

" As far as propriety, delicacy, and virtue 
will allow, conform-lo the taste, and partici- 
pate in tho amusornonts and conversation of 
the company into which you have fallen. If 
thoy be disagreeable to you, avoid a supercili- 
ous avowal of your dislike. This, instead of 
reforming, would probably give them a disgust 
to you, and perhaps subject you to affronts. 
Yet where a disapprobating word or hint may 
be seasonable, neglect not the opportunity of 
contributing to their bonefit and amendment. 

" Are you conscious of superior advantages, 
either mental or external, make no ostentatious 
display of them. Vanity too often leads young 
ludies to obtrudo their acquirements on tho 
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eyos of observers, inconsiderately apprehend- 
ing they may otherwise bo unnoticed. Such , 
forwardness always subjects them to censure, 
ridicule, and envy; tho expressions of which 
destroy that self-approbation which retiring ; 
merit invariably enjoys, Howcvor, exert that 
dignity of virtue which will render you inde- 
pendent of caprice, calumny, and unprovoked 
satire. 

"Make no ungonorous, or ill-natured re- 
marks on the company, or on the individuals 
of which it is composed. 

I( If you dislike them, avoid them in future. 
It you witness errors, faults, or improprieties, 
conceal, or at least extenui te them, as much 
as possible. 

44 Make just allowances for those who may 
differ from you in opinion; and be cautious 
never to misrepresent, or circulate what ap- 
pears amiss to you, and must, if exposed, be 
injurious to othors. Charity hides a multitude 
of faults. Certainly then, charity will never 
aggravate nor create them. 

14 To give currency to a report, which tends 
to the disadvantage and dishonor of another, 
is defaming; and defamation is a species of 
cruelty, which can never be expiated. 

44 Of this the unhappy, though imprudent 
Eudocia, is an exemplification. v. 

44 Eudocia was young, gay, and charming. 
A levity of disposition, which the innocence of 
her heart attempted not to restrain! sometimes 
gave the tongue of slander pretence to mini *• 
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envenomed shah* at her character, and to mis- 
represent her sprightlinoss. 

" Independent in fortune; still more so In 
mind! calumny gave ber no pain, while she 
was conscious of the rectitude of her inten- 
tions. 

"Lcontlne was a gentleman of property; 
agreoable in his porson and manners; district 
honor, and extremely tenacious of it; but of a 
sovore and unforgiving tcmpor. lie paid hi* * 
addrossos to Eudocia; was accepted , approv- 
ed) and beloved. Yet) though he had gained 
her aflbctions, ho bad not suflioicnt influence 
to rogulato her conduct, and repress her gaie- 
ty. Her fondnoas for show and gallantry, in 
somo instancos, induood her to countenance 
the attontionf) and receive tho flnttory, of men, 
whoso characters wero exceptionable, in Le* 
ontino's estimation. Ho remonstrated against 
hor imnrudonco, and gavo her his ideas of fe- 
male delicacy. Sho laughed at his gravity, 
and ralliod him on his implicit subjection to the 
opinions of others. 

"Towards tho closo of a fino day, Eudo- 
cia ramblod along a rotirod road, to onjny the 
air. Sho was alone; but the hopo of meeting 
hor bolovcd Loontino, whom sho cxpcctc* 
that ovotiing, imperceptibly led hor beyond h* r 
intended excursion. Tho rattling of a car- 
riage caused hor to stop; and, thinking it to 1 * 
Loontino's, sho approached it before sho per- 
coivod her mistake. A gontleman of on ele- 
gant appearanco alighted and accosting he- 
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politely, expressed his surprise at finding her 
■o far from homo without an attendant. She 
found it was Florio, with whom she had a slight 
acquaintance, having onco met with him in 
company. She frankly owned her mottvo for 
walking thus far; and refused his invitation to 
return in his carriage. Ho renewed his ro- 
nucst; and his importunity, seconded by her 
fatiguo, at last .prevailed. At thismomcut 
tho d etracting L avina. .passed by. Sho saw 
Eudocia, and with a sneering smilo, wished 
her a pood night. Eudocia was unconscious 
of fault, and therefore fearless of censure. 
But tho artful Florio, desirous of protracting 
tho plcasuro of her company, took a circuit- 
ous routo, which considerably increased tho 
distance to hor father's nouse. However, he 
conveyed her safely homo, though not so soon 
as sho wished. Sho found that Lcontino had 
been there, and had gone to visit a friend; but 
would soon return. Leontino was just scoted 
at his friend's, when Lavina entered. 

"She told tho circle, that Florio had just 
passed her, and that he had company she little 
eipected to see with him. They inquired if 
it was his formor mistress? No, said she, 
he discarded her somo time ago, and if we 
may judge by appearances, has chosen a new 
one. Upon being asked who, the presumed 
to namo Eudocia. Every countenanco ex- 
pressed surprise and regrot. lit Loontine^s 
rage and resentment were visibly depicted, 
lie rose, and stepping hastily to Lavina, told 
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ler bo was a party concerned, and demanded 
tn explanation of what she had insinuated, 
ihe perceived that the had given offence, and 
endeavored to excuse horsolf ; but he reso- 
utelv told hor that no evasions would avail; 
hat he insisted on the real truth of her scan- 
lalous report. Finding him thus determined, 
the relatod the simple (act of seeing Eudocia 
n a carriage with FJorio, who was a known 
ibortine, and accustomed to the society of 
oose women. Lcontine asked hor how she 
same to associate the ideas she had mentioned 
vith Eudocia's name? Sho replied that tho 
ightness of her behavior had sometimes ren- 
lercd her censurable; and sho thought this in- 
stance, in particular, authorised suspicion. 
Lcontino could not deny that she was culpable 
in appearance; yet made answer, I hat though 
scandal might feast on tho failings of virtue, 
lie believed Eudocia's innocence much purer, 
ind her heart much better than her detractors'; 
ind taking his hat, ho wished tho company a 
;ocd evening, and led them. 

" His passions, were on fire. He could not 
somprohend tho mysterious conduct of Eudo- 
iia. Hor absenco from homo, at a timo when 
io expected hor to rcccivo him, and her being 
leen at a distonco in company with a professed 
lebauchco, were a labyrinth which ho could 
tot explore. Though he doubted not Eudo- ! 
tin's honor, yet her folly and imprudenco, in { 
lubjecting her character to suspicion and re- 
>roach, ho thought unpardonable. His resent- 
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moot determined him to break the propotod 
connoxion immediately ; and, lost nit lore 
ihould got the bottor of hit resolution, ho weut 
dtroctly to tho houte. 

44 At ho could not command hit temper, ho 
appeared oxtromely agitated, and angrily told 
Ludocia that she had caused him groat unoasi- 
nest ; and that he came to claim tho satisfac- 
tion of knowing, why sho had avoided hit 
society, and made an assignation with a man 
who had involved hor in infamy ? Eudocia N j 
was astonished and justly ofTcndod at this ad- ( 
dress. With all tho dignity of conscious inno- \ 
cence, sho replied, that as yot he had no right j 
to challenge an account of hor conduct ; but ' 
for hor own sako, sho would condescend to 
givo it. This she did by a faithful and undis- 
guised rotation of facts. She then asked him 
if he was satisfied. He answered, No. For, 
said he, though you have cleared yourself of 
guilt, in my apprehension, you will find it vory 
difficult to free your character from the blem- 
ish it hat received in tho opinion of tho world. 
8aying this ho told hor, that howover highly 
he esteemed hor, so opposite were their dispo- 
sitions, that thoy must often bo at variance ; 
and so nice was hit sense of honor, that hit 
wife liko Cttsar't must not only bo virtuous, - 
but unsuspected. Sho rejoiued, that bit sen- 
timents wero apparent ; and if what ho then 
expressed were hit opinion of her, it was best ' 
thov should part. 

" Some farther conversation patted; when 

■ M 
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promising to call, the next day, and satisfy her 
parent*, and wishing Eudocla all possible hap* 
piness in life! ha took hia leave. 

"The impropriety of hor conduct, and bar 
losing tho affections of a man ahe too ardently 
loved, together with tho cruel treatment ahe 
had just received (Vom him, overwhelmed her 
with grief, and produced the most violent emo- 
tions of regret. She walked her room in all 
the anguish of disappointed hope. Her parents 
used every argumont to soothe and console 
her, but in vain. 

" She yicldod to their persuasions so far as 
to retire to bod ; but rest she found not ; and 
the morning presented her in a burning Cover. J 
Leontino called in the course of the day ; but :f 
the frionds of Eudocia refused to seo him. An 
account of her disorder had roused him to a 
aenso of his rashness, and ho begged to be 
admitted to her chamber ; but this sho utterly 

^ denied. 

'' " Her fever left her ; but the disease of her 
mind was beyond tho power of medicine A 
settled molancholystili remains ; and sho lives 

v tho victim of calumniation ! 

" To detract from the merit of others, beside 
the want of ijolitonoss which it botrays, and 
besido the injuries which it always occasions, is 
extromely impolitic. It is to confess your in- 
feriority, and to acknowledge a wish not to rise 
to greater respectability *, but to bring down 
those about you to your own lovel ! Ill-natured 
remarks aro tho genuine offspring of an envi- 
ous and grovelling mind. 
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« Call yourselves to a severe account, there- 
fore, whenovor you have been guilty of this 
degrading offence ; and always check the first 
impulsos towards it. 

" Accustom yourselves to the exerciso or 
sincerity, benovolenco and good humor, those 
endearing virtuos, which will render you be- 
Jovod and respected by all. 

11 To bostow your attention in company, upon 
trifling singularities in the dress, person, or 
manners of others, is sponding your time to 
little purpose. From such a practico you can 
dorive neither pleasure nor profit ; but must 
unavoidably subject yourselves to the imputa- 
tion of incivility and malice." 



Thur$day 9 P. Jtf. 

AMUSEMENTS. 

" Amusement is impatiently dosirod, and 
eagerly sought by young ladles in gonoral. 
Forgetful that tho noblest entertainment arises 
from a placid and well cultivated mind, too 
many fly from themselves, from thought and 
reflection, to fashionable dissipation, or what 
they call measure, as a mean of beguiling the 
hours which solitude and retirement render in- 
supportably tedious. 
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/ u Ao extravagant fondness for company and & 
public resorts isTncompatibte with those domes- f 
tic duties, the faith Ail discharge of m hich ought I 
to bo the prevailing object of the sex.- In the 
indulgence of this disposition, the mind Is ener- 
vated, and the manners corrupted, till all 
relish for those enjoyments, which being simple 
and natural, are best calculated to promote 
health, innocence! and social delight, is totally 
lost. 

" It is by no means amiss for youth to seek 
relaxation from severer cares and labors, in a 
participation of diversions, suited to their age, 
sex, and station in life. /But there is great 
dangor of their lively imaginations' hurrying 
them into excess, ana detaching their affections 
from the ennobling acquisitions of moral im- 
provement, and refined dclicacyTI Guard, then 
against those amusements winch havo the 
least tendency to sully tho purity of your 
minds. 

" Loose and immoral books ; company, 
whoso manners are licentious, however gay 
and fashionablo ; conversation which is even 
tinctured with profancness or obscenity $ plays 
in which the representation is immodest, and 
offensive to tho ear of chastity \ indeed, pas* 
times of every description, from which no ad- 
vantage can be derived, should not bo counte- 
nanced ; much less applauded. Why should 
_thoso things afford apparent satisfaction in a 
crowd which would call forth the blush of in- 
dignation in moro private circles ? This qucs- 
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tion is worthy the serious attention of thoto 
ladies, who at tho theatre, can hardly restrain 
their approbation of expressions and actions, 
which nt their houses, would bo intolerably 
rudo and indecent, in their most familiar 
friends t 

41 Cards are so much tho taste of the present 
dsy, that to caution my pupils against tho too 
frequent use of them may be thought old fash- 
ioned in the extreme. I believe it, however, 
to be a pttcTna tjBg ga me, which occupies the 
time, without yioTcfihg any kind of pleasure / 
or profit. As tho satirist humorpusly ob- 
serves, 

" The to? • of gaminf ii the wortt of Hit; 
Wits eeaee1e«i itormt tho blacken'd tool it Alls | 
Invoigha at Heaven, neglecta tho tios of blood } 
Dettroya thopowor and wilt of doing good ; 
Killa health, pawna honor* phingoa in disgrace | 
And, what it Mill oeort drondfl d - ep o U e tow fcoi. M 

" One thing at least is certain ; it entirely 
excludesall rational conversation. That de- 
lightful Interchange of sentiment, which the 
social meeting of friends is calculated to afford 
sad from which many advantages might be de- 
rived, is utterly excluded. ^ 

" Reading, writing, drawing, ncedlo-work, 
dancing, musio, walking, riding, and conversa- 
tion are amusements well adapted to yield 
pleasure and utility. From either of these, 
within proper bounds, there is no danger of in- 
jury to the person or mind ; though to render 
even our diversions agreeable, they most be 
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^enjoyed with moderation, and variously and 
prudently conducted. Such as are peculiarly 
exhilarating to the spirits, however innocent in 
themselves! should be more cautiously and 
sparingly indulged. 

" When onco the mind becomes too much 
relaxo<U>y dissipating pastimes, it is propor- 
ttoirably vitiated, ana negligent of those nice 
attentions to the rules of reserve and decorum 
which ought no ver to bo suspended. 1 ntoxica- 
ting istho full draught of pleasure to the youth- 
ful mind ; and fatal aro the effects of unre- 
strained passions. 

, " Flavin was the daughter of a gentleman, 
whose political principles obliged him to leave 
his country at the commencement of the 
American revolution. At that time she was at 
nurso in a neighboring villago ; bctweon 
which and tho metropolis all communication 
being cut off, he was reduced to the nccessi- 
sity of leaving hor to tho mercy of those to 
whom she was ontrusted. Having received her 
from pecuniary inotivos only, tboy no sooner 
found thomselves deprived of tho profits ofthoir 
labor and caro, than thoy sought relief by an ap- 
plication to tho town for her support. A weal- 
thy farmer in tho vicinity, who had often seen 
imd been ploased with the dawning charms of 
Flavia, pitied hor condition, and having no chil- 
dren of his own, resolved to shelter her from 
the impending storm, till sho could bo bettor 
provided for. At his house sho was brought 
up in a homely, though comfortablo manner. 
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The good man and his wife were excessively 
fond of her, and gave her every instruction 
and advantage in their power. Plain truths 
were liberally inculcated, and evory exertion 
mado to givo her a habit of industry and good 
nature. Flavia requited thoir kindness by nn 
obliging and chocrful, a docile and submissive 
dcportinont. As she advancod in years, she 
increased in beauty. Her amiable disposition 
rondorcd her beloved, and hor personal accom- 
plishments made hor admired by all the village 
swains. The approbating smile of Flavia 
was the reward of their foils, and the favor 
of her hand in the rustic danco was cmulously 
sought. 

" In this state, Flavia was happy. Health 
and innocenco were now her portion ; nor had 
ambition as yet ta'ight her to sigh for plea- 
sure beyond the reach of her attuinment. 

" But the arrival of her fathor, who had 
been permitted to return, and re-possess the 
estate which ho had abandoned, put a period 
to tho simplicity and peace of Flavians mind. 
Ho sought and found her; and though sensi- 
ble of his obligations to her fostor-parents for 
snatching her from want and distress, still he 
could not prevail on himself to make so great 
a sacrifice to gratitude as thev wished, by per* 
mitting his daughter to spend her days in ob- 
scurity. The lively fancy of Flavia wa§ al- 
lured by the splendid promises and descrip- 
tions or her father; and she readily consented 

7 
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to leave the Mends of her childhood tad youtfr, 
tod explore the walks of fashion tble lift. 

u When the arrived in town^ what new 
seenos opened upon the dozzloa eyes of the 
admiring, and admired Flavin! 

" Woalth, with its attendant train of splen- 
did forma tnd ccremonioa, courted hor atten- 
tion, and every apocioa of dissipating amuse- 
ment, sanctioned by the name of pleasure, be- 
guiled the hours and charmed the imagination 
of the noviciate. Each enchanting scene she 

tainted to herself in tho brightost colours; and 
or inexperienced heart promised her happi- 
ness without allay. Flattery gave hor a thou- 
sand charms which she was hitherto uncon- 
scious of possessing, and the obscquiousnoss 
of the gaudy train around raised her vanity to 
the highost pitch of arrogance and pride. Bo* 
hold Flavia, now, launched into tho whirlpool 
of fashionable foil/ Balls, plays, cards, and 
partios engross every portion of her time. 

" IleHttther saw, too late, tho imprudence 
of his unbounded indulgence ; and his egrc- 
giouo mistake, in so immediately reversing her 
mod of life, without first furnishing her mind 
\ with sufficient knowlcdgo and strength to re- 
pel temptation, lie endeavored to rcgulalo 
and restrain her conduct; but in vain. She 
complained of this, as an abridgment of her 
liberty, and took advantage of his gating fond- 
ness to practiso every excess. ; Involved in 
expenses (of which lo_sses at play composed a 
cousiderablo part) beyond her power to do- 
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frsr, in this embarrassing dilemma, she was 
reduced to the necessity of accepting the i 
treacherous ofTor of Marius to advance money L 
for the support of her extravagance. Obligated ' 
by his apparent kindness, she could not refuse 
the continuance of his acquaintance, till his 
dolusivo arts had obtained the reward ho pro- 
posed to himself, in the sacriflco of her honor. 
At length she awoko to a trombling sense of 
her guilt f and found it fatal to her poace, repu- 
tation, and happiness. 

" Wretched Flavia! no art could conceal 
thy shame! The grief of her mind, hor re- 
tirement from company y and the alteration in 
tier appearance, betrayed hor to her father's 
observation. Highly incensed at the ingrati- 
tude and baseness of her conduct, he refused 
to forgivo her; but sent hor from tho ensnaring 
pleasures of the town, to languish out the re- 
mainder of lifo in solitude and obscurity. 



Friday , A M. 
FILIAL AND FRATERNAL AFFECTION. 

" Tub filial and fraternal are the first duties 
of a single state. The obligations you are 
undor to your parents cannot be discharged, 
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but by a uniform and eheerAil obedience; an 
unreserved and ready compliance with their 
wishes, added to the mott diligent attention to 
their eari and happiness^ The virtuous and af« 
footiohtfto bohaviouf efbhildron Is the host com- 
pensation, in their power, for that unwearied 
care and solicitude which parents only, know. 
/ Upon daughters, whose situation and employ- 
ments load thorn more froauontly into scenes 
of domestic tenderness; who aro often called 
to smooth the pillow of sick and aged parents, 
and to administer with a skilful and delicate 
hand the cordial, restorative to decaying na- 
ture, and endoaring sensibility, and a dutiful 
acquiescence in tho dispositions, and evon pe- 
culiarities of thoso from whom they have do- 
rived oxistenco, aro indispensably incumbont. \ 

11 Such a conduct will yield a satisfaction or 
mind moro than oquivalont to any little sucri- 
ficos of inclination or humour which may bo 
required at your hands. 

" Pope, among all his admired poetry, has 
not six lines more beautifully expressive than 
tho following: 

44 Me, let tho pious office long engage, 
To rock tho cradlo of declining age ; 
With lonient art* eitend a mother's breath. 
Make languor smile* and smooth the bed of death } 
Explore the thought, explain tho asking eye, 
And keep awhile ono pareut from the sky !" 

" Next in rank and importance to filial pie- 
ty, is fraternal love. This is a natural affec- 
tion which you cannot too assiduously cutti- 
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vato. How delightfbl to too children of the 
same family dwoll together in unity ; promo- 
ting each othor's welfare, and emulous only to 
excel in acts of kindness and good will. Be- 
twocn brothers and sisters tho connoxion is 
equally intimate and endearing. [There is 
such a union of interests, and such an undi- 
vided parTicipation or enjoy monts, that every 
sensible and fooling mind must value the Moss- 
ing* of fa mily f riendship and peace. ' 

" Strive, thoroioro, my doar pupils, to pro- 
mote thorn, as objects which dosorvo your 
particular attention ; as attainments which will 
not fail richly to reward your labour. 

"Prudclin, bosido other nmiitblo endow- 
ments of person and mind, possossed tho most 
lively sensibility, and ardent affections. 

" The recommendations of her naronts, uni- 
ted to her own wishos, had induced her to give 
hor hand to Olodius, a gentleman of distin- 
guished merit. He was a foreigner ; and his 
business required his return to his nativo coun- 
try. 

"Prudolia bid a reluctant adiou to her 
friend*, and embarked with him. Sho lived 
ia atlluonce, and was admired and earossed by 
all that knew hor, while a lovely family was 
rising around hor. Yet these pleasing cir- 
cumstances and prospects could not extinguish 
or alienate that affection, which still glowed 
ia hor breast for the natural guardians and 



companions of hor childhood and youth. 
" With the deepest affliction she heat 
8* 



heard tho 



78 TBI BOAHDUfO SCHOOL* 

newt of her father's death, and the embarrass- 
ed situation in whioh he bad left his affairs. 
She was impatient to console her widowed 
mother, and to minister to her necessities. 
For these purposes, she prevailed on her bus* 
band to consent that she should visit her, though 
it was impossible for him to attend her. With 
all the transport of dutiful zeal, she flew to 
tho arms of her bereaved parent. * But how 
great was her astonishment and grief, when 
told that her only sister had been deluded by 
an affluent villain, and by his insidious arts, 
seduced from her duty, her honor, and her 
home! Tho emotions of pity, indignation, re- 
gret, and affection, overwhelmed her, at first; ^ 
but recollecting herself, and oxerting all her 
fortitude, sho nobly resolved, if possible, to 
snatch the guilty, yet beloved Myra, from ruin, 2' 
rather than revenge her injured family by i 
abandoning her to the infamy she deserved. ? 
To this intent she wrote her a pathetic letter, St 
lamenting her elopement, but entreating her, I 
notwithstanding, to return and receive her f 
fraternal embrace. But Myra, conscious of 
her crime, and unworthinoss of her sister's { 
condescension and kindness, and abovo all, j 
dreading the superiority of her virtuo, refused t 

ttiA fTAnnrntia invitntinn T'riiflolin wnt* not f 



the generous invitation. Prudclia was not 
thus to bo vanquished in her benevolent un- 
dertaking. She even followed her to her lodg- 
ings, and insisted on un interview.. Hero sho 
painted, in the most lively colours, tho hcin- 
ousness of her offenco, and the ignominy and 
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wrotchodness that awaited hor. Hor affection 
allured, her reasoning convinced ber back- 
' sliding sister. Upon the promise of forgive- 
ness from her mother, Myra' consented to 
leave hor infamous paramour, and rotrace the 
paths of rectitude and virtue 

M Hor scducor was absent on a journey. 
She, thoreforo, wrote him a farowell letter, 
couched in terms of sincere ponitonco for hor 
transgression, and determined resolution of 
amendment in future, and left the house Thus , 
restorod and reoonciled to her friends, Myra 
appoarod in quito anothor character. 

44 Prudelia tarried with hor mother till she 
bad adjustod her affairs, and soon hor com- 
fortably sottled and provided for. Thon taking 
ber roclaimod sister with her, sho^rctumod to 
her anxiously expecting family. ^Tho upright- 
ness and modosty of Myra's conduct, ever af- 
ter, rondcred her universally ostoemed, though 
the painful consciousness ofher dofoclion was 
novor extinguished in hor own bosom^j 

44 A constant sense of her past misconduct 
depressed ber spirits, and cast a gloom over 
her mind 5 yet she was virtuous, though pen- 
sive, during the remainder ofher life. 

44 With this, and other salutary effects in 
view, how necessary, bow important art filial 
and fraternal affection 1" 
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Friday, P.M. 

FRIENDSHIP. 

11 FmiiNDfni? U a term much insisted on by 
young people \ but, like many others more 
frequently used than understood. A friend, 
with girls in general, ie an intimate acquaint- 
ance, whose taste and pleasuros are similar to 
their own ; who will encourogo^ or at least 
connive it their foibles and faults, and com- 
municate with them every secret ; in particu- 
lar thoso of love and gallantry, in which those 

I of the other sex are concerned. By such 

/ friends their errors and stratagems aro flatter- 
ed and concealed, whilo tho prudent advice of 
real friendship is neglected, till they find too 

\ late, how fictitious a character, and how vaia 

\ a dopendonco they have chosen, 

" Augusta and Serena were educated at the 
same school,rcsidod in the some neighborhood, 
and wcro equally volatilo in their tempers, 
and dissipatod in their manners. Ilonco every 
plan of amusomont was concerted and onjoy- 
ed togethor. At tho play, the ball, the card- 
table and every other party of pleasure) thoy 
wore companions. 

11 Their parents saw that this intimacy 
strengthened the follies of each ; and slrovo 
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to clinengngo their affections, that thoy might 
turn tlimr attention to moro rational entertain- 
ment*, and moro judicious advisors. But 
they gloried in their friendship, and thought it 
a subntituto for ovory othor virtue. They 
wcro the dupeg of adulation, and tho votaries 
of coquetry. 

" Tho attentions of a libcrtino, instead of 
putting thorn on their guard against encroach- 
ments, induced them to triumph in thoir fan- 
cied conquests, and to boast of resolution 
sufficient to shield them from delusion. 

[ rr Love, howovor, which with such disposi- 
tions, is tho pretty play-thing of imagination! 
assailed tho tender heart or SorenaJ A gay 
youth, with moro wit than sonse, moro show 
than substance, moro art than honesty, took 
advantago of her weakness to ingratiate him- 
self into her favour, and porsuade her thoy 
could not livo without oacn other. Augusta 
was tho confident of Serona. Sho fanned tho 
flame, and encouraged her resolution of pro* 
moting hor own felicity, though at tho expense 
of every other duty, Hor parents suspocted 
her amour, remonstrated against the man, and 
forbado her forming any connexion with him,on 
pain of thoir displeasure. She apparently ac- 
quiesced ; but flew to Augusta for counsel 
and relief, Augusta soothed her anxiety, and 
promised to assist her in the accomplishment 
of all her wishes, [She accordingly contrived 
means for a clandestine intercourse! both per- 
sonal and epistolary. 
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" Aristae wm a foreigner! and trowed hit 
iirpose of returning to his native country, tir- 
ing her to accompany him. Serena had a 
rtune, independent of her parents, left her 
f a docoasod relation. This, with her hand, 
le eonsentod to give to her lovor, and to quit 

country, in which the acknowledged but 
ne friend. Augusta praised hor fortitude, and 
vorod her dot ign. She accordingly eloped, 
[id embarked, llor parents were almost 
Istrnctcd by her imprudent and undutiful con* 
uct, and their resentment fell on Augusta,who 
ad acted contrary to all tho dictates of intcg- 
ty and friendship, in contributing to her ruin; 
>r ruin it proved. Her ungratelul paramour, 
aving rioted on the property which sho bc- 
owed, abandonod her to want and despair, 
ho wrote to her parent?, but received no an- 
ivcr. She represented her case to Augusta, 
nd implored relief from her friendship ; but 
ugusta alleged that sho had already incurred 
10 displeasuro of her family on hor account 
nd choso not again to subject herself to ccn- 
n re by tho samo means. 

" Serena at length rcturnod to her native 
liore, and applied in porson to Augusta, who 
ooly told her that she wished no intercourse 
ith a vagabond, and then retired. Her pa- 
ints refused to receive her into their house ; 
ut from motives of compassion and charity, 
ranted her a small annuity, barely sufficient 
> keep her and her infant from want. 

" Too late sho discovered her mistakoo no- 
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tions of friendship ; and learnod by sad expe- 
rience, that virtuo must bo its foundation, or 
sincerity and constancy can novcr bo its re- 
warct— L^. ^-— -^ 

^ Sincorily and^ constancj ^aro essential in- 
gredients in virtuous friendship. It invariably 
seeks the permanent good of its object ; and 
in so doing, will advise, caution and reprove, 
with all the frankness of undissembled affec- 
tion. In the inter changeof genuine friendship, 
flattery is utterly excluded. Yet, even in tho 
most intimato connexions of this kind, a proper 
degrco of respect, attention and politeness 
must bo observed." You nro not so far to pre- 
sume on tho partiality of friendship, as to haz- 
ard giving offence, and wounding the feelings 
of porsons, merely bocause you think their re- 
gard for you will plead your oxcuse, and pro- 
cure your pardon. Equally cautious should 
you bo, of taking umbrago at circumstances 
which are undesignedly offensive. 

" Hear tho excellent advice of the wiso son 
of Sirach, upon this subject : 

" Admonish thy fr iend ; it may bo ho hath 
not Bone it ; and if heliave done it, that ho 
do it no more. Admonish thy friend ; it may 
bo ho hath not said it ; and if he have, that 
he apeak it not again. Admonish thy friend ; 
for many times it is a slander ; and believo 
not ercry tale. There is one that sltppeth in 
his ipeech, but not from his heart $ and 
who is bo that offendeth not with his 
tongue V 9 



££*^ 



04 



THl BOAODIffO MROOIm 



. i V t Boil ^ t hMt X »» forming friendships) ; but 
dollborotohr oxamino tho principloi«,disposition, 
temper and minnors, of tho portion you wish to 
sustain this important character. JJo well as- 
§tk A u t,l<yr ttro a K ro °ablo ^ your own, 
and iuoh at morityour ontiro ostoom and con- 
ndonoo f boforo you donominato hor your 
friond. You may havo many gonoral acquain- 
tances, with whom you are nlaasod and ontor- 
tainod ; but in tho chain of frioudnhip thoro ii 
a atill closor link. 

11 E*?,? 1 ™ wUI wouncl u » •»* diitruit doitroy, 
DoUUarfcto on all ihlnip with i| iy M,^ , 

Hut ilnco ftiondi grow not thick on every bough 

N«r ovVy IVioiiU unrolieo At the core, 

Firit on thy ftlnml, dolibereto with thywdf I 

rwi«s, mindur, llmti notuitjrer in tho cliolot, 

Nur JenluuM unite ahuttoii i UxanjfW i 

Judgo boforo frioiubhip : then couild* till Uouth." 

11 But if you would hnvo friond*, you must 
•how youriolvoi friondly 5 that is, you mutt 
bo careful to act tho part you wish from 
another, [If your friond havo faults, mildly 
and tondorly represent thorn to hor ; but con- 
coal thorn as much a*~j>os*iblo from tho oboor- 
vationoftho world. iKitdotivor to convince 
hor of hor orrors, to recti!/ hor mistakes, and 
to conlirm and incroaso ovory virtuoui ionti- 
mout, 

" Should sho 10 far deviate, ai to ondanger 
her roputntion and happiness; and should your 
admonitions fail to reclaim hor, bocomo not, 
liko Augusta, an abottor of hor crime*. It is 
not tho part of friendship to hido transaction! 
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which will end in tho ruin of your friond. 
Rather acauaint thoio who ought to have the 
rulo ovor nor of hor intended misstops, and 
you will havo discharged your duty; you will 
merit) and very probably may afterwards ro- 
ccivo hor thanks, 

" Narcissa and Florinda wcro unitod in tho 
bonds of truo and generous friendship. Nar- 
cissa was called to spend a fow months with a 
relation in tho metropolis, whoro sho becamo 
acquainted withpaifa attachod to a man who 
was much hor inferior ; but whoso specious 
manners and appearance decoived her youth- 
ful heart, though hor reason and judgment in- 
formed hor. that hor parents would disapprove 
tho connoxton. Sho returnod homo, tho con- 
sciousness of hor fault, tho frankness which sho 
owed to her friend, and hor partiality to her 
lover, wrought poworfully upon hor mind, and 
rendered her melancholy, Florinda soon ex- 
plored tho cause, and warmly remonstrated 
•gainst .her imprudence in holding a moment*! 
intercourse with a man, whom she know,would 
be displeasing to hor paronts. Sho searched 
out his character, and found it far inadequate 
to Narcissa'* morit. This sho represented to 
hor in its truo colours, and coi\jurod hor not 
to sacrifice hor reputation, her duty and hor 
happiness, by encouraging his addresses : but 
to no purpose were hor expostulations. Nar- 
ci**a avowed the design of permitting him to 
solicit tho consent of her parents, and tho de- 
termination of marrying bun without it, if they 
refused. 8 
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'Florlnda wm alarmed at this resolution % 
!, with painful anxiety, §aw the danger of 
r friend. She told her plainly, that the ro- 
rd the had for her demanded a counteract 
n of her design ; and that if she found no 
icr way of preventing its execution, she 
Mild discharge her duty by informing her 
rents of her proceedings. This Narctesa re- 
nted, and immediately withdrew her confi- 
nce and familiarity ; but the faithful Flo- 
ida neglected not the watchful solicitude of 
ondship ; and when sho porccived that Nar- 
isa's family wore resolutely opposed to her 
ojectcd match and that Narcisaa was prepar- 
g to put hor rash purpose into execution, sho 
udo known tho plan which sho had concerted 
id by that mean provented her destruction, 
arcissa thought herself greatly injured, and 
iclared that sho would never forgivo so (le- 
ant a breach of fidelity, Florinda endcav- 
ired to convince her of her good intentions, 
id tho real kindness of her motives ; but she 
fused to hear the voice of wisdom, till a scp- 
ation from her lover, and a full proof of his 
lworthiness opened her eyes to a sight of her 
vn folly and indiscretion, and to a lively 
mso of Florinda's friendship, in saving her 
om ruin without her consent. Her heart 
rerflowed with g rat it udo to her generous 
rcservcr. ^ She acknowledged herself indebt- 
1 to Florinda's benevolence, for dcliveranco 
om the baneful impetuosity of her own pos- 
— - She sought and obtained forgiveness ; 
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ud ever after lived in tho atrictoit amity with 
.or faithful bonefactross." 



Saturday, A.M. 

LOVE. 

"TnjBlhi^u^Jtatoof&icn^^^ v^ 

.1 to admits, is in tho conjugal relation. On <- 
his refined affection, love, which in but a moro 
interesting and tondor kind of friendship, ought 
t<> bo founded. The same virtuos, tho name 
dispositions and qualities which aro necessary 
in a friend) are still moro requisite in a coin- 
paoion for lifo. And when theso enlivening 
principles aro united, they form tho basis of 
ilurablo happiness. But let not tho mask of 
friendship! or of love, deceive you. You aro 
now entering upon a new. stage of action 
where you will probably admiro, and bo ad- 
mired. You may attract tho notieo of many, 
who will select you as objects of adulation, to 
discover their tasto and gallantry; and per-, 
haps of some whoso affections you have really' 
and seriously engaged. The first class your \ 
penetration will enable you to detect ; and 
\ our good senso and Virtue will lead you to 
real them with the neglect the/ deserve. It 
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/ it disreputable for a young lady to receive and 
encourage the officious attention! of those 
mere pleasure-hunters, who rove from fair to 
fair. witlTho other design than the exercise of 
( their art. addresses 9 and intrigue. Nothing ean 
\ render their company pleasing, but a vanity or 
boing caressed, and a false pride in betas 
thought an objoct of general admiration, with 
a fondness for flattery which bosnoaks a vitia- 
ted mind. But when you aro addressed by a 
porson of real morit, who ia worthy your cstoem 
and may justly demand your rospect, let him 
bo troatcd with honor, frankness atid sincerity. 
It is the part of a prude, to aflbct a shyness, 
rosorve, and indiUbronco, foreign to the heart. 
Innocenco and virtuo will riso suporiortosuch 
littlo arts, and indulgo no wish which noeds 
disguise. 

• " Still more unworthy are the insidious and 
/ deluding wiles of the coquotto. How disgust- V 
ing must this charactor appear to persons of ' 
sontimont and integrity ! how unbecoming the • 
delicacy and dignity of an uncorruptcd fe- 
male ! 

"As you aro young and inoxperienced, 
your affections may possibly bo involuntarily 
engaged, whero prudence and duty forbid a 
connoxion. Bowaro, then how you admit the 
passion of love. In young minds, it is of all 
others the most uncontrollable Whon Taney 
takos the reins, it compols its blinded votary 
to sacrifico reason, discretion and conscience 
to its impotuous dictates. But a passion of 



/ 



TUB BOARDING SCHOOL. '' 89 

this origin tonds not to substantial and durable 
happiness. To secure this, it must be quite 
or another kind, enkindled by cstoom, foundod 
on morit, strengthened by congenial disposi- 
tions ana corresponding virtues, and termi- 
nating in tho most puro and refinod afibc- 
tion. 

11 Novor suffer your oyes to be charmed by] 
tho mcro exterior ; nor delude yoursclvosj 
with the notion of unconquerable lovo. [?The 
eye, in this respect, is often deceptious, and 
fills the Imagination With charms which have . 
no reality. Nip, in the bud, overy particular 
liking, much more all ideas of love, till called 
forth by un equivoc al tpkejn as well as profes- 
sions of sincere regard. Even then, harbor 
them not without a thorough knowlcdgo of \ 
tho temper, disposition and circumstances of 
your lover, the advico of your friends ; and, 
above all tho approbation of your paronts. > 
Maturely weigh overy consideration for and 
ugainst, and deliberately determino with your-/ 
selves, what will bo most conducive to your^ 
wclfaro and fidelity in lifo. Let a rational and 
discroot plan of thinking and acting, regulate / 
your deportment, and render you desorvinjg 
of the affection you wish to insure. This 
you will find far more conducive to your in* ' 
terest, than the indulgence of that romantio 
passion, which a blind and misguided fancy 

Kints in such alluring colors to the thought- 
is and inexperienced. 

"BoooUect the favourite air you so often 
ting : 8* 
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"Yofkb.whowoildbeUeeeedlalote, 
Take your pride a tittle lower t 
Let the swala that you approve, 
Rataet Una you tbu adore* 

Love that rltee bite pauion, 

Soon will end In hate or ttrUe I 
But from tender inclination 

Flow the luting joys of lift." 

11 1 by no moans undervalue that lore whioh 
it the noblest principle of the human mind \ 
but wiih only to guard you against tho iuflu* 
onoe of an ill-placod and ungovornablo 
passion, whioh is improperly called by this 
name. 

11 A union, formed without a refined and 
gonerous affection for its basis, must be de- 
void of thoso tender ondearmonts, reciprocal 
attentions, and engaging sympathies, which 
are peculiarly necessary to alleviato.tho cares, 
dispol the sorrows, and soften the pains of 
life. The exercise of that prudence and 
caution which I have recommondod, will lead 
you to a thorough investigation of tho charac- 
ter and viows of tho man by whom you are 
addrossed. 
/ " Without good principles, both of religion 
' and morality, (for tho latter cannot exist inde- 
pendent of the former) you can not safely rely, 
eithor upon his fidelity or his affection. 
Good principles aro tho foundation of a good 
life. 
11 If tho fountain bo pure, the streams 
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which issue from it will bo of tho tamo do 
fcription. 

<( Next to this, an amiablo tompor is esson 
tially requisite A proud, a passionate, a re 
vongcftil, a malicious, or a jealous temper 
will rondor your livos uncomfortable, in spit< 
of all tho prudenco and fortitudo you car 
exert. 

" Beware, thon, lest) boforo marriago, lov< 
blind your cyos to thoso dofocts, to a sight o 
which, grief and disappointment may awakoi 
you afterwards. You aro to consider marriag< 
as a connoxion for life \ as tho nearest an< 
de arest of all hu man rotations ; as involving ii 
tt tho happiness or misery of all your days 
and as engaging you in a variety of caros am 
duties, hithorto unknown. Act, thoreforc 
with deliberation, and resolve with caution 
but, when onco you come to a choice 
behave with undoviating rcctitudo and sincor 
ity. 

" Avari**!* not commonly a ruling passioi 

in ymin g noraona o£ nti r anx. Yet somo thor< 
are, sordid enough to consider wealth as th 
chiel good, and to sacrifice every other ob 
ject to a splendid appoarance. It often hap 
pens, that these arc miserably disappointed i 
their expectations of happiness. They find 
by dear bought experience, that external pom 
is but a wretched substitute for internal satii 
taction. 

11 But I would not have outward circura 
taneos entirely overlooked. A proper regan 
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should always be had to a comfortable tu bfU- 
, tenartn life Nor can yoifbe justified in suf- 
fering a blind passion, under whatever pretext, 
to involvo you in those embarrassing distresses 
of want, which will oludo tho remedies of love 
itself, and prove total to the peace and happU 
, noss at which you aim. 

" In this momentoui oflfcir. let the advice 
. iind opinion of judicious friends htivo their just 
X weight in your minds. Discover, with candor 
nml frankness, ilia progress of your nmour, so 
far ns is nocossnry to enable them to judgo 
aright lit the cause \ but never relate the love 
talon of your suitor, merely for your own, or 
any other person's amusement. The tender 
themes inspired by lovo, may be pleasing to 
you | but tu an uninterested person, must be 
insipid mid disgusting in tho extreme 
! •* Mover boust of tho number, nor of the 
\ professions of your admirers. That betrays 
( an uiisuflbrublo vanity, and will render you 
perfectly ridiculous in tho estimation of obiter- 
\ vers, llesides, it is a most ungenerous 
treatmont of thoso who may havo entertained, 
mid expressed a regard 'for you. Whatever 
they have said upon this subject, wus doubt- 
less in confidence, and you ought to keep 
it sacred, as a secret you havo no right to di- 
vulge 

"If you disapprove tho person, and rojoct 
his suit, that wilt bo sufficiently mortifying, 
without adding tho insult of exposing his over- 
tures. 
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"Bo vory careful to distinguish roal lovers 

+ ' from moro gallants. Think not every man 

[ cnamourod with you, who is polito and atton- 

• tivo. You have no ri^ht to supposo any 
| man in lovo with you, till ho doclarcs it in 
f plain, unoquivocal and decent torms. 
| " Never suffer, with impunity, your oar to 

* bo wounded by indclicato expressions, double j 
? entendrcs, and insinuating attompts to seduce ; 

you from tho path of rcctitudo. True lovo 
will not sook to dogrado its object, much joss 
to undormino that virtuo which ought to bo its 
basis and support. Lot no protestations in- 
duco you to believo that person your friend, 
who would destroy your dourest intorosts, ana 
rob you of innoconco and poaco. Give no \ 
hood to tho languago of seduction ; but ropoi l i 
tho insidious arts of tho libortino, with tho dig- I j 
nity and docision of insultod virtuo. This \ 
practico will raise you superior to the wiles t 
ofdccoivors,tnd rondor you invulnerable by / 
tho spocious flattery of the unprincipled and . ' ; 
debauched. 

" Think not tho libertine worthy of your 
company and conversation even as an acquain- 
tance. 

44 That reformed rakes make tho host hus- 
bands," is a common, and I am sorry to say, 
a too generally reeoived maxim. Yet I can- 
not conceive, that any lady who values, or 
proporly eonsidors hor own happiness, will 
vonluro on the dancorous experiment. Tho 
term tx/bmwdcan,in my opinion, havo vory 
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little wolght ; since those, whose principles 
ere ▼(tinted, and whose minds are debased by 
a eourse or debauchorv and exeessi seldom 
change their pursuits , till neeossity, or inter- 
est requires it ; and, however circumstances 
may alter or restrain their conduct, very little 
dependence can be placed on men whose 
disposition is still the same, but only prevented 
from indulgonco by prudential motives. Asa 
, rako is mo»t conversant with the dissolute and 
< abandoned of both soxos, ho doubtless forms 
I his opinion of others by tho standard to which 
/ ho has beon accustomed, and therefore aup- 
f poses all Women of tho samo description. 
Having boon hackneyed in tho arts of the ba- 
ser sort, he cannot form an idea, that any aro 
in reality superior to them. This rendors 
him habitually jealous, peevish and tyrannical. 
Kvon if his vicious inclinations bo changed, 
his having passed his best days in vioo ana 
foil/, ronders him a very unsuitable compan- 
ion for a person of delicacy and refine- 
iweot. 

"But whatever inducements somo ladies 
may have to risk themselves with those who 
have the reputation of being reformed, it is 
truly surprising that any should be so incon- 
siderate as to unito with such as are still pro* 
fesscd libertines. What hopes of happi- 
ness can bo formed with men of this charac- 
ter ? 

" Vice and virtue can nevor assfimilato ; 
and hearts divided by thorn can nevor coal- 
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esce. Tho former is tho parent or discord// 
disease and death :_Jho lattor, of harmony I 
health and poaco. /A house divided against / 
itself cannot standi much less can domostio 
felicity subsist botween such contrasted dispo- 
sitions. 

" But howovor negligont or mistaken many \ 
women of real merit may bo, relative to thoir 
own intorost, I cannot but wish thoy would 
pay somo regard to tho honor and dignity of 
their sex. Custom only has rondorod vico J 
nioro odious in a woman than in a man. And [ 
shall wo givo our sanction to a custom, so un- 
junt and destructive in its operation ; a cus- 
tom which invites and encourages tho onomios \ 
of society to seek our ruin ? Wore those who , 
glory in tho soduotion of innocence, to moot ' 
with tho contempt they dosorvo, and to bo , 
poiutodly noglected by overy fcmnlo ofvirtuo, 
they would bo ashamed of their evil practicos, 
and impcllod to relinquish thoir injurious do* 
signs. 

" But whilo they are received and caressed 
io tho best companies, they find restraint alto* 
gcther needless ; and their being men of 
spirit and gallantry (as they style them- 
selves) is rather a recommendation than a re- 
proach ! y 
|i "I cannot help blushing with indignation, 
when I see a lady of sonse and character gal- 
h lanted and entertained by a man who ought to 
! ij he banished from society, for having ruined 
i {j tho peace of families, and blasted the reputa- 
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tion of many, who but for him, might hare boon 
useful and happy in tho world ; but who by 
hif insidious artf, aro plunged into remediless 
insignificance, disgrace and mif ory." 



Saturday, P. M. 

RELIGION. 

. " Havino given you my sentiments on a 
variety of subjocts which demand your par- 
ticular attention, I eome now to the closing 
and most important theme ; and that is relig- 
ion. The virtuous education you havo re- 
ceived, and tho good principles which have 
boon instilled into your minds from infancy, 
will render the enforcement of Christian pre- 
cepts and duties a pleasing lesson. 

" Religion is to bo cousidcred as an essen- 
tial and durable object ; not as tho embellish- 
ment of a day ; but an acquisition which 
shall endure and increase through tho endless 
ages of eternity. 

" Lay the foundation of it in youth, and it 
will not forsake you in advanced ago ; but 
furnish you with an adequato substitute for tho 
transient pleasures which will then desert you, 
and prove a soureo of ratioual and rcfinci dc 
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light : a rcfugo from tho disappointments and 
corroding euros of lifo, and from tho depres- 
sions of adverse ovonts. u Remember now 
your creator, in tho days of your youth, whilo 
tho ovil days como not/ nor tho years draw . 
nigh, when you shall say we have no pleasure 
in them. 99 If you wish for permanent happi- 
ness, cultivato tho divino favour as your high- 
est enjoyment in life, and your safest retreat 
when death shall approach you. 

44 That evou tho young aro not exempt from . 
the arrest of this universal conqueror, tho \ 
tombstono of Amelia will tell you. Youth, / 
beauty, health and fortuno, strewed tho path 
of lifo with flowers, and left her no wish un- 
ratified. Love, with its gentlest and purest 
flume, animated hor heart, and was equally 
returned by Julius. Their passion was approv- 
ed bv their parents and friends ; the day was 
fixed, and preparations were making for the 
celebration of their nuptials. At this period 
Amelia was attacked by a violent cold, which 
seating on hor lungs, baffled the skill of the 
most eminent physicians, and terminated in a 
confirmed hectic. Sho perceived her disorder 
to bo incurable, and with inexpressible regret 
and eoncorn anticipated her approaching dis- v 
solution. She had enjoyed life too highly to 
think much of death ; yet dio sho must V 
" Oh, 99 said she, « that I had prepared, while 
in hoalth and at ease, for this awful event ! 
Then should I uot be subjected to tho keenest 
distress of mind, in addition to the most pain- 

9 
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fbl infirmities of body f Then should I be 
able to look forward with hope, and to find re- 
lief in the consoling expectation of being uni* 
ted beyond the grave, with those dear and 
beloved connexions, which I must soon leave 
behind I Let my companions and acquaint- 
ance learn from mo the important lesson of 
improving thoir timo to the host of purposes ; 
of acting at once as becomes mortal and im- 
mortal creatures !" 

11 Hear, my dear pupils, the solemn admoni- 
tion, and be yo also ready I 
"Too many, especially of the young and 
' S A 7> f0Cfn more anxious to live in pleasure, 
/ than to answer tho end of their boing,bv the 
/ cultivation of that piety and virtue which will 
render them good members of society, useful 
\ to their friends und associates, and partakers 
of that heart-felt satisfaction which results 
from a conscience void of offence both towards 
God and man. 

" This, however, is aiusgregious mistake ; 
for in many situations, Zpirty and virtue are 
our only source of consolation ; and in all,- 
they aro peculiarly friendly to our happiness. j 
41 Do vou exult in beauty, aud the pride 'of 
external charms ? Turn your eyes for a mo- 
ment, on the miserablo Flirtilla.* Like her, 
your features and complexion may be impair- 
ed by disease ; and where then will you find 
a refuge from mortification and discontent, if 

• Sm ptft 48. 
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destitute of thoso ennobling endowments which 
can roiso you superior to tho transient graces 
of a fair form, it unadorned by that substan- 
tial beauty of mind which can not only onsuro 
respect from those around you, but inspire you 
* with resignation to tho divine will, and a pa- 
tient acquiesenco in tho painful allotments of 
a holy Providence. Does wealth await your 
command! and grandeur with its fascinating 
appendages beguilo your fleeting momonts r 
Recollect, th at riches often make themselves 
wings and fl£ away. A single instance oN 
mismanagement; a consuming fire, with va- 
rious other misfortunes which no human pru- 
dence can foreseo or prevent, may strip you 
of this dependence; and, unless you havo 
other grounds of comfort than earth can boast, 
reduce you to the most insupportable wretch- 
edness and despair. Are you surrounded by 
friends, and happy in the society of thoso who 
are near and a ear to you ? Soon may thoy 
be wrestod from your fond embrace, and con- 
signed to the mansions of the dead ! 

11 Whence, then, will you derive support, if 
unacquainted with that divine Friend, who 
will never fail nor forsake you ; who is the 
samo yesterday, to-day and forever. 

" Health and youth, my dear girls, are the 
seasons for improvement. Now you may lay 
up a treasuro which neither sickness nor an* 
versity can impair. . 

" But the hour of distress is not tho only / 
time, in which religion will bo advantageous \ 
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to you. Even In prosperity, it will prove 
the best solace and the highest ornament of 
your lives. What can be more dignified, res- 
pectable, and lovely, than the christian char- 
acter i The habitual practice of those duties 
which the gospel inculcates will givo lustro to 

iour beauty and durability to your charms, 
ty correcting your passions, it will improve 
your joys, endear you to your friends and 
connexions, and render you contented, happy, 
and useful in every stogo and condition of 

> lifo. 

/ " Religion will not deprive you of temporal 
enjoyments ; it will heighten and increase 

V them. It will not depress, but exhilarate your 

\ spirits. For it consists not in a gloomy, mis* 
anthropic temper, declining the social and in* 
nocent delights of lifo ; jbut prepares tho mind 
to partake with satisfaction of every pleasure 
which reason approves, and which can yield 
serenity and pcaco in tho review^J Mo not 
ashamed then of appoaring religious, and of 
rising by that mean above tho vain, unthink- 
ing crowd. 

44 Let not the idle jests of hoedless and un- 
principled companions deter you from a stcd- 
fast adherence to tho path of truth and 
rightoousness. "Follow not tho multitude to 
do ovil." Novor conform to fashion, oven 
though it cluiin tho patronage, of politeness, so 
far aa to countenance irroligion in any of its 
modifications. 

44 Jesting upon sacred subjects, ridiculing 
the professors of Christianity, light and irrcv- 
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cront conduct upon solomn occasions, ought 
to bo cautiously avoided and decidedly con- 
demned. Too many girls aro so extremely 
thoughtloss as to carry tho levity of their man- 
ners even to the sanctuary ; and by whisper- 
ing, winking, tittering and other indecent 
actions, display their folly to their own dis- 
grace, and to tho great disgust of all judicious 
and sober people. Such behaviour is not only 
offensive to too Deity, but insulting to all 
who would worship him freo from interruption. 
It is not only an indignity oflbrod to religion, 
but a flagrant broach of the rules of good 
breeding. Content not yourselves, thereforo, 
with a baro attendanco on the institutions of 
religion; but conduct with propriety, decorum, 
and seriousness, whilo engaged in the solemn 
service Bear in mind, that you assemble 
with a professed purposo of paying homage to 
tho Supremo; and considor yoursolvcs as in 
his immediato presence! 

"Tho oflicos of dovotion demand your 
attention in private, as well as in public. 

" Accustom yourselves, thereforo, to stated 
periods of retirement for meditation and prayer; 
tod adopt every other mean which is calcu- 
lated to keep alive in your minds a due sense 
of your^ dependence and obligations, and to 
inspire you with that uniform jpyo to GoA and 
benevolence to the human kind* which will , 
prove youT greatest' glory here, as well ae 
your crown of rejoicing hereafter." 

*0 
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Tin Jieur of departure having trrlvod, on 
Monday morning, Mrs. William* assembled 
with her pupils | wlion tho regrot, visibly de* 
piotod on ovory oountonanoo, was variously 
expressed, Tho loar of grntoftil regard stole 
sllontly down tho bloomy chocks of some ; 
othors botrayod tholr sensibility by audible 
sobs, whioh they oould not repress ; and all 
united in testifying tho sonso tliey entertained 
of tho advantages thoy had received tVom Mrs. 
Williams's tuition! tho happiness thoy had en- 
joyed in each other's society, and their deter- 
munition to remember hor counsels, cultivate 
continued friendship among themselves, and 
ondoavor to be worthy of her's. 

Mrs. Williams thon took an affectionate 
louvo of each one, and led them with hor 
daughters. Tho moat cordial good winkes 
were mutually interchanged, till their carriages 
received and separated them. 

Tho friendship and unity thus commonccd 
and confirmed, were never obliterated. They 
always chcrisliod tho most sincere affection 
for their Preceptress, and each othor ; which 
they displayed in an unrcsorved and social 
correspondence, both personal and epistolary. 
The residence of Mrs. Williams thoy denom- 
inated Hut-mony-Urovo. which it over after re- 
tained, and by which It is designated in tlir 
following selection of their letters 
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To Mrs. M. WILLIAMS, 

Borrow 

RESPECTED AND DEAR MADAM, 

CoNroRMARLY to my promiso, whoa I loft 
your abode, tlio first efforts of my pon oro 
dedicated to you. Tlio pleasure which arises 
from tho recollection of your moro than mater- 
nal kindnoss to mo, especially your unweari- 
ed endeavors to rorino and ombclluh my mind 
and to lay tho foundation of right principles 
and practices! is interwoven with my existenco; 
and no timo or circumstances can eraso my 
gratitude 

I arrived last ovoning safely ; and was at 
fectionatoly received by my honored parents, 
uud belovod brothers and sisters. Tho emo- 
tion* of rogrot which I felt in tho morning, at 
the painful separation from you and my dour 
school-mates, with whom I have lived so hap- v 
I'ilr, had not wholly subsided. I oould not 
help listening, now and then, for some judic- 
ious observation from my Prccoptrcss ; and 
frequently cast my eyes around in search of 
•orao of the amiable companions, among 
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whom I had been vied to unbend ever* ' 

ght * ? 

The splendor of the apartments gave nw . 
ideal of restraint that were painful; and I \ 
looked abroad - lor the green, where we were * 
wont to gambol, and the lawn where we so j 
often held our twilight sports, and almost for- $ 
eied that wo sometimes eaught a glimpse of [ 
the attendant Sylphs who played around us: g 
but in rain. t Stately domes, crowded streets, i 
rattling carriages, and all tho noise and confu- f 
sion of a commercial city wero substituted. 1 
I retired to bed, anoTwas awaked in the nigh* « 
by the riotous mirth of a number of Bacchon- j 
aliens, reeling from tho haunts of intempcr s 
anco and excess. $ 

Alas! said I, this is not tho iEolian hair 
that used to soothe our slumbers at tho board- 
ing school. I composed myself again; bu* 
awoke at the accustomed hour of five, 
arose; and, having praised my Maker for 'hi 

S reservations of the night, walked down, ; 
Tot a living creature was stirring in ta jj 
house. I 

I took a turn in the garden. Here art * 
seemed to reign so perfectly mistress, that I -. 
was apprehensive lest I should injure jk ^ 
charms by viewing them. 

1 accordingly retired to the aummer-houie, • 
and, having a book in my hand, sat down am f 
read till tho clock struck seven. I thc- 
thought it must bo brookfast time, and rotur 
ed to tho house; but was much disappoint 
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to find none of the family up, except ono man- 
Horvant and tho house maid who had just 
crept down. 

They appeared perfectly astonished to soo 
me come in from abroad; and tho girl rospect- 
fully inquired if indisposition had occasioned 
my rising so early. I told hor no ; that tho 
wish to prescrvo my health had called me up 
two hours before. Well, rejoined she, you 
will not find any body to keep you company 
here for two hours to come. I was chagrined 
at the information, and asked her for a bowl 
j-ofmilk, it being past my usual breakfast time. 
ITho milk man had just arrived, and I drank 
pftmc; b ut it had l o st jta flnvor on the ronjL\ It 
was not liko that which was served us atTlar- 
mony-Crovo. I stepped to tho harpsichord, 
and having sung and played a morning hymn, 
returned to my chamber, wljcro, taking my 
work, I sat down by tho window to view tho 
listless tribe of yawning mortals who wero bo- 
ginning to thicken in tho streets. One half 
of theso appeared to bo dragged forth by ne- 
cessity, rather than any inclination to enjoy 
the beauties of a fine morning. 

At nine, I was summoned into the parlor 
to breakfast. My sisters gently chid me for 
disturbing their repose with my music. I ex* 
cased myself by alleging that I had been so 
long accustomed to early rising that I should 
find it difficult to niter the habit. 

Here, madam, you have an account of my 
first night and morning's occupation. Worn 



106 TBI B0ABDIH0 SCHOOL. | 

I to proceed with every new occurrence, i 
through the year, and subjoin my own re- 
marks, I mutt write volumes instead of let* 
tors. 

Please to communicate this scroll to jour 
amiable daughters, and remind them of their 
promise to write. 

A line from Harmony-Grove would be i 
luxury to me. 

Meanwhile! permit me still to subscribe my- 
self, with the utmost respect your grateiu: 
pupil, 

HARRIOT HENLY, 



To Miss MATILDA FIELDING. 

Boston. 

DBA* MATILDA, 

I did not intend when we parted at th? 
boarding school, that a whole month should 
have elapsed without bearing you some testi- 
mony of my continued friendship and aftV 
tion ; but so numerous have been my avoca-r 
tions, and so various my engagements, that I P 
have scarcely ealled-a moment my own since | 
I returned home. Having been from town '* 
year, I was considered as too antiquo to •[ - 
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pear in company abroad, till I had boon per- 
fectly metamorphosed. Every part of my 
habit hat undorgono a comploto change, in 
conformity to tho present fashion. It was 
with extromo regret that I parted with tho 
neatness and simplicity of my country dross ; 
which, according to my ideas of modesty, was 
more becoming. But I trust, this alteration 
of appearance will have no. tendency to alion-| 
a te those sentim ents from_my Jteiurt which I 1 
imbibed under the tuition of Mrs. Williams. 

I went, last evening, to the assembly ; but 
though dazzled, I was by no moans charmed, 
by tho glaro of finery and tinselled decorations 
that were displayed. 

Thcro wore some ladies, whose gentility and 
fashionable dress were evidently the product 
of a correct taste ; but others were so disguis* 
e<l by tawdy gewgaws, as to <jttsgust me ex* 



Mrs. Williams used to say/that tho dress 
I was indicative of the mind. If this observa- 
[ tion bo just, what opinion am I to form of the 
I gay multitudes who trip along the streets and 
{throng the places of public resort in this me- 
I tropohs ; the lightness and a audiness of whose 
[appearance, bespeak a sickly taste, to say no 
iroore. 

I am furnished with feathers, flowers, and 
Sribboos in profusion. I shall, however, use 
Jtbcra very sparingly : and though I would not 
Jbe entirely singular, jet I must insist on con* 
f suiting my own frocjr a little, and cannot wil- 
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llngly sacrifice my own opinion to Iho oaprto* 
iout whims of fashion, and her devotees, J My 
aunt Lawrence, who you know, is extrava- 
gantly genteel, is making us a visit. She 
laughs very heartily at my silly notions, as 
•ho calls thera, and etylos me a novice in the 
ways of the world : but hopes, not withstand* 
ing, that I shall acquiro a better taste when I 
am more acquainted with fashionable life. 
That I may bo much improved by a more e.\- 
tonsive knowledge of the world, I doubt not ; 
f yot may I novor bo corrupted by that levity 
and folly, which arc too prevalent among a 
part of my sex, 
^ " I will not, however, censure and condemn 
othors ; but attend to myself and be humble. 
Adieu. 

LAURA GUILFORD 



To Mi$$ MATILDA FIELDING. 

1Iarmony*grovi. 

DEAR MATILDA, 

Tun tear of regret (br your departure i> 
scarcely driodflrom the chock of your Marii 
and tho pleasing remembrance of tho hupp. 
ness I havo enjoyed in your sooiety is accum 
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c; i )>aniod with a sigh, whonovor I refloct that it 

; vx'min no more. 

ii My mamma has obsorvcd that thoso (Yiond- 

i!h ships which arc formed in youth, provided 

lit tl><7 bo well founded, aro tho most sincere, 

lively and durable. 1 am sure that tho ardon- 
rc ty of mino can novcr ahato ; my affectionate 

regard for you can novor decay. 

Wo have another class of boarders ; but you \ 
nnd your amiablo companions had so entirely 
engrossed my confidence and esteem, that I 
h shall find it difficult to transfer thorn, in any 

degree, to others. Tho sensations of Anna are 
wry different, though sho is cnpahlo of tho 
most refined friond*hip. Tho natural vivacity, 
nnd, as I tolljior* tho volatility of her disposi- 
tion, renders a variety of associates pleasing 
to her. 

In ordor'to recall your ideas to tho exercises 
"f Harmony-Grove, I enclose tho sallies of 
| my pen for this morning, fully assured of your 
, i candour and generosity in tho perusal. 

Pray omit no opportunity of writing, and 
avor mo with you observations on tho polite 
"orld. I shall receive every line as a pledge 
(your continued love to your 

MARIA WILLIAMS. 
10 
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AN ODE ON SPRING. 

It lit MfllMPMllHrlM wrlMt 
Balm? ntHMirti with Dim trin| | 

AfOMMUM »altS «&UtHIIIB#» 

Misty vapours banish henca. 
lllitha thejotrund hinds appear> 
Joy supports NturnlRff f a*e» 
Mirth lit* reedy hand atteuifsr 
Pleasing hope the loll be(rlondi# 
Hark t the shady groves resoune, 
* Love and praise re«echo round, 

Musio float* in ivory gale. 
Peace and harmony prevail. 
Here no ■tormy paulons rise, 
Here no feuds Impede 00* joya* 
Here ambition never roams* 
Prhle or envy never comes. 
Como Matilda j ruddy morn 
Tempts ue o*or tha spacious lawny 
1 taring*! reviving charms invite 
: Kvary sense to taste delight} I c 

Buch delights as never cloy, 1 . 

Health and innocence enjoy. I ' 

Youth> tha snrmg-time of our yaarav f n 

Short tha 1 apid aeona appears} 
Let's improve the fleeting hours* 
Virtue's noblest fruits be aura* 



T$ Mis$ CAROLINE LITTLETON. 

Boston. 

Tou havo loft— you have forsaken me. Car* 
ollno I But I will haunt you with my letters 
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obtrude myself upon your remembrance ; and 
extort from you the continuance of your friend- 
ship ! 

What do I say ? Obtrude and extort ! Can 
these harsh words be used when I am address- 
in? the gonerous and faithful Carolino ? y 

But you have often encouraged my occon- \ 
tricities by your smile, and must therefore still/ 
indulge them. 

Nature has furnished mo with a gav dispo- 
sition ; and happy is it for mo, that a fax edu- 
cation has not strengthened the folly too com- 
monly arising from it. 

Mrs. Williams 9 instructions wero vorv 
I seasonably interposed to impress my mind with 
n sense of virtue and propriety. I trust they 
bavo had the desired effect ; and that thoy 
will prove the guardian of mv youth, and the 
directory of maturor ago. flow often has the 
dear, good woman taken me into her chamber, 
«n<l reminded mo of indecorums of which I 
was unconscious at the time ; but thankful 
afterwards that thoy had not escaped her ju- 
■ dicious eyo ; as her observations tended to . 
rectify my errors, and ronder me more cautious . 
and circumspect in future. How salutary is 
tdvico like hor's ; conveyed, not with the dog- 
matic air of supercilious wisdom, but with 
the condescending ease and soothing kindness 
of an affectionate parent, anxiously conoerned 
for the best good of those under her care I 

I was vcrv happy at Harmony-Grove ; and 
*• result of that happiness, I hope, will ao- 
ttttpaay me through life. 
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Tot I find tho gaiet/ of the town adapted to 
my taato ; nor does oron Mrs. Williams con- 
demn the enjoyment of iU pleasures. 

/ I waa 9 last evening, at a ball » and I assure 

' you, the attention I gained, and the gallantry 
displayed to attract my notice and approbation, 
wore vory fluttering to my vanity ; though 1 
could not forbear inwardly smiling at the futile 
arts of tho pretty fellows who oxhibitod them. 
Their speeches appeared to have been so 
long practised) that I was on tho point of ad* 
vising them to exerciso their genius, if the/ 
had any, in tho invention of something new. 
BjiLa^litajBonfQrmity tpj the ion restrained 

\ my satiro, Adieu. 

* ? JULIA GREENFIELD. 



To Mi$$ CLEORA PARTRIDGE. 

. NlWBURYrOKT. 

' I am disappointed and displeased, Cleora ! 
I have long been anxious to procure the Mar- 
chioness He Sevigno's letters, having often 
heard them mentioned as standards of taato and 
( elegance in the epistolary way. This excited 
) my curiosity, and raised my hopes of finding 
; a rich entertainment of wit and sontiment. 1 
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have perused, and perused in rain ; for they 
answer not my ideas of cither. Thoy are re- 
plete with local circumstances, which to in- 
different readers, are neither amusing nor 
interesting. True, the style is easy and 
tprtghtly j hut they are chiefly composed of 
family matters, such as relate to her own 
roovomonts and those of her daughter ; many 
of which are of too trifling a nature to bo 
ranked in the class of plcganf writing. I own 
mysoii^ Tiowevor, not a competent judge of 
their merit as a wholo, even in my own esti- 
mation ; for I havo read the two first volumes 
only. 

That lottors ought to be written with the 
familiarity of personal conversation, I allow ; 
yet many such conversations, even between 
persons of taste and refinement, are unworthy 
the public attention. 

Equal was mv chagrin, not Ions sinco, on 
reading Popo's lottors. lie, said I to myself, 
who bears the palm from all contemporary po- 
ets, and whojs so consummate a mostor of this 
divine art, must surely furnish a source of 
superior entertainment, when he desconds to 
friendly and social communications. 

Indeed, thero aro good sontimonts and ju- 
dicious observations, interspersed in his loi- 
ters ; but the greater part of them have 
littlo other merit than what arises from the 
style. 

Perhaps you will charge me with arrogance 
w presuming to criticise, much more to eon- 
•10 
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demo, publications which have to low been 
sanctioned by general approbation. Indopen- 
dent in opinion, I write it without reserve, and 
censure not an/ one who thinks differently. 
Give roe your sentiments with the same free- 
dom upon the books which you honor with & 
perusal, and you will oblige your affectionate 
CAROLINE LITTLETON. 



To Miss CAROLINA LITTLETON. 

Salem, 
dear caroline, 

I received yours with those lively sensa- 
tions of pleasure which your favors always 
afford. As I was perusing it, my papa came 
into the room. He took it out of my hand and 
| read it ; then returning it with the smile of 
j approbation, I think, said he, that your cor- 
| respondent has played tho critic very well 
I Has she played it justly, Sir ? said I. Why. 
{ it is a long timo, said ho, sinco I read the 
' Marchioness de Sevigno's letters. I am not, 
therefore, judge* of their merit. But with re- 
gard to Pope, I blame not tho sex for retalia- 
ting upon him ; for he always treated thein 
satirically. I believe revenge was no part 
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of my friotid'n plan, said I. Sho if far supo- 
rior to io malignant a pension, though^ wore 
iho canablo of sooking it, it would bo in bo- 
half oi lior box. 

Company now coming in, tho conversation 
ihiftod. 

I havo often smiled at tho pitiful wit of 
thoso satirists and essayists, who lavish abun- 
dant eloquence on trifling foibles, tho more 
whims of a day : and J5t no conscquonco to 
the body natural, moral, or political!] Tho 
extension of a hoop, tho contraction of tho 
waist, or tho olevation of tho head-dress, fro- 
quontly afford matter for pagos of elaborate 
discussion. Theso reformers , too, always aim 
it tlto good of our sox I I think it a great 
pity thoy do not lop oflfsomo of their own ex- 
uberant follios ; though perhaps thoy wish us 
to exchange labours; and in retdrn for their, 
benevolent oxortions, that wo endeavor to ex- 
pose and corroct their errors. I havo somo- 
times thought their satire to bo tincturod with 
niulico ; and that tho cause of their disaffec- 
tion may generally bo found in . personal re- . 
■onttnoiit. Had Pono and his eoadjuton - y 
been favouritos with tne ladies, I doubt not but 
they would havo found more excolleneios in 
them than thoy havo ovor yot allowed. 

I havo lately been reading tho gonerous and 
pohto Kits&orsbornoVlottors \ and I nood not 
tell you how much I was pleased and charm- 
ed with thorn. 

The justness of his sentiments, and tho easo 
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and elegance of hie diction, ere at once inter- 
esting and improving. Hie letter and ode to 
hie wife on the anniversary of their marriage, 
eurpaee any thing of the kind I have ever 
-read. I verily think, that, had I the offer of 
a heart capable of dictating such manly ten- 
derness of expression! and such pathetic en- 
ergy of generous lovo, I should be willing to 
givo my hand in return, and assent to thoso 
sulomn words f " love, honor, and— (I had al- 
most said) obev." Adieu. 

CLEORA PARTRIDGE. 



To Mia CLEORA PARTRIDGE. 
NEWBU*vro*T. 

DEAR CLEORA, 

I Aoati with you, that the habits of the 
weak and vain aro too insignificant to employ 
the pens of those, whoso literary talents might 
produce great and good effects in tho political, 
moral, and religious state of things. Were 
absurd fashions adoptod only by those whose 
frivolity renders them tho dupes of fully, and 
whoso;oxamplo can have no effect on the con- 
sidorato and judicious part of the community, 
I should think them below the attention of 
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riatcsmon, philosophers, and divines : but this 
is not tho case. Tho votarios and tho inven- 
tor of the most fantastical fashions are found 
in (bo ranks of, what is called, refinod and 
polished society ; from whom we might hope 
for examples of cleganco and propriety, both 
in dress and behaviour. Byiheso^ luxury and 1 
cxtrsvnganoo are sanctioned. Their influence 
upon tho poorer class is increased ; who, emu- 
lous of imitating their superiors, think tfiol tho 
most eligible appoarance, (howevor beyond 
their income, or unsuitable to their circum- 
stances and condition in life) which is pre- 
ferred and countenanced by their wealthier 
neighbors. 

Absurd and expensive fashions, then, are 
injurious to society at large, and require some 
check : and why is not satire levelled against 
them, laudablo in its design, and likely to pro- 
dace a good effect ? Adiou. 

CAROLINE LITTLETON. 



To Miu MATILDA FIELDING. 

Harmoct-oroyb. 
dbar matilda, 

Notwithstanding the coldness of the sea- 
•oo, every heart seems to be enlivened, and 
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•very mind oxhllarated by tbo anoWerear? of 
the now year. Why thla day la ao peculiarly 
marked out for congratulations, I ahnll not 
now Inquire ; but In compilation with the pre- 
Tailing custom of expressing good wishes on f 
the occasion, I send you mine In a aoribblo [ 

Karly 1 greet tho opening yonr, 
While (VimuUhlp bliU the muee appear, 

To wlili Matildu bloat. 
The run, devoid of eftlfUh art, 
Obova the diotateaof a heart, 

Which warnio * frtoudly brtMti 

Tho rolling enrth *g nln Hm ran 
Her annual circuit round the eun, 

And whirl'd tho your away | 
RUe now her wonted eoume renews* 
liar orbit*t track again punueaj 

Nor Ibcte (ho lOMt docM/. 

How loon tho floating hourt tro font t 
The rapid whoola of time glide on, 

Which bring tho leoioria round. 
Winter diarobea tho ■miling plain, 
But anring roitoroa Ua charm* again* 

Aud deoka tho fertile ground. 

Tho awoot roturna of cheerful May. 
Cotno with n vivifying ray, 

Inapltlng now delight J 
Deelud with every varioua charm 
To ploaie tho eye, tho fancy warm, 

And animate tho eight* 

But vouth no kind renewal knowi | f 



Swiftly tho blooming aenaon goec, 

And brlnge the flroat of age 1 
N o more the vernal aun apponn, 
To gild tho pulnful round of yee/f, 
Aud wintry dampe attuage. 



»iMto 



THE BO HIDING SCIfOOf* 

With rapid haste, tho momenU fly, 
n hich you end I, my fi iond, enjoy j 

And they return no more t 
Thon lot us wisely now improve 
Tho downy moments, es they rove, 

Which nature can*t restore. 

source of wisdom I wo implore 
lUr oid to guide m safely o'er 

The slippery pntho of youth i 
doign to loml a steady ray 
To point tho sure, tho certain wty 

To honor and to truth I 

Ut thy unerring Influence shed 
Ilf hlessings on Matilda's hoad, - 

While piety and neece. 
Thy gcmiino offspring round her wait, 
And guard her through this transient stats, 



no 



To Joys that never cease I 

May constant health ite charms citsad. 
And fortune every blessing lend. 

To crown each passing day | 
Mav pleasures in sueeesslon shms, 
**• W heart.fclt bllse he thine, 

Without the leset alley. * 

MARIA WILLIAMS. 



To JUta CLEORA PARTRIDGE. 

Boitok. 

MAR CLEORA, 

I n ayi thii wcok engaged in the celebra- 
tion tf the nuptials ofm/ friend, Apanda 
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South. A splendid wedding, a gar eompan* 
an elegant •upper, and a magnificent bail, 
were the turn of our entertainment 

I imagine such exhilarating soone* design. 
ed to diipel the anxiety and thought (\i I no . 
whieh every reflecting porson must feel ou 
j this eolemn oecoiion. This untried state pre- 
f eonti to tho approhonsivo mind such a varie; 
[ ofnowearoi and duties, that choorfulno 
' festivity and hilarity soom nocossary to bar 
lull the thought of them, so far an to rondc* 
a delicate and sonsiblo fenialo sufficient U 
oomposod to conduct with propriety. Hut '. 
mimt confess that wore' I called to the trial. 
I should chooso to retiro from tho obser- 
vation ofthoso indiffiurenLand upifotiling *pK^ 
tutors, to whom the blushing modesty, of a bnJ 
is often a pastime. 
r Iudood. Olcora, when wo look around tli 
. world and ob*orvo tho groat numbor of t» 
/ hapny marriages, which wore contracted >m 
/ the brightest prospocts, vet from somo unfo; 
1 soon cuuso, havo involved tho part ion ; 
" wretchedness for liib, wo may well indulg* 
ditlldoiice of our own abilities to ditfcltargn tl> 
duties of tho station, and bo solicitous tiu 
our futuro companion should in nit respect** '■ 
qualified to assist in bearing tho burden* > 
tho conjugal state. 

Kxporionco onlv can dotormino how far v 
aro riqht in tho judgment wo formofourscW* 
and ot tho porson of our choice Ho m« 
aro tho decoptions which love and court- 
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impose upon their votaries, that I believe it 
very difficult for tho parties concerned to judge 
impartially, or to discern faults, where they 
look only for virtues. Hence they are so fre- 
quently misled in their opinions, and find, too 
late, the errors into which they have been be- 
trayed. ~\ 
When do you come to Boston. Cleora ? I J 
am impatient for your society ; because your \ 
friendship is void of flattery, and your sincerity \ 
and cheerfulness are always agreeable and ) 
advantageous. Adieu. * ^ 
HARRIOT IIENLY. 



To Miu HARRIOT nENLY. 

Salem. 

Indeed, Harriot, I open your letters with as 
much gravity as I would a sermon ; you have 
such a knack of moralizing upon esery event ! 
What mortal else would feel serious and sen- 
timental at a wedding ? Positively! you shall 
\ not come to mine. Your presence! I fear, 
< would put such a restraint upon me, as to ren- 
der me quite foolish and awkward in my ap- 
pearance. 

11 
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However, I mutt acknowledge it a weight; 
affair; and what you say hna, perhaps, toe 
much truth In it to be jested with. I believe, 
thorofbre, wo had better rcsolvo not to ri»*- 
tho consequences of a wrong choice, or im- 
prudent eonduct ; but wisoly dovote oursclve « 
I to celibacy. I am suro wo should make * 
| couple or very clever old maids. If y«« 
| agreo to this proposition, wo will begin in 
if noason to accustom ourwlves to tho virtue* 
and habits of a singlo life. lly observing 
what is amiss in tho conduct of others in the 
same state, and avoiding thoir errors, I doubt 
not but wo may bring even tho titlo into re- 
pute In this way wo shall be useful to mam 
of our own sox, though I am aworo it wouV 
be a most grievous dinpensotion to a cou|>'< 
of the othor ; but no matter for that. 
■ r The world needs somo such examples r 
wo might becomo ; and if wo can bo instr 
•■ mental of retrieving oUUmaidism from t 
imputation of ill-nature, oddity, and m- 
/ other mortifying charges, which are n- 
\ brought against it, I bcliovo we shall sa- 
many a good girl from an unequal and v 
happy marriage. It might have a solutcr 

/effect on the other sex too. Finding the h 
dies independent in sentimont, they would \ 
impelled to greater circumspection of con<k 
\ to merit their favor. 

You see that my benevolence is extensive 
I wish to becomo a general reformer. W\> 
say you to my plan, Harriot ? If you appro* 
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it, dismiss your long train of admirer* imme- 
diately, and act not tho part of a coquette, by 
rotaiiting thorn out of prido or vanity. Wo 
must ri*o abovo such narrow views, and let 
tho world know that wo act from principle! if 
wo mean to do good by our example. I shall 
continue to recoivo tho addressos of thin same 
Junius, till I hoar that you hate accodod to 
my proposal ; and thon 9 display my fortitude 
by renouncing a connexion which must be 
doubtful as to the issue, and will certainly ex- 
pose me to the mortification of being looked 
it, when I am married. Farewell. 

CLEORA PARTRIDGE. 
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To Mi$$ CAROLINE LITTLETON. 

Boston, 
dear caroline. 

I iiavi just returned from a rural excursion* 
where, in the thicket of a grot o, I enjoyed all 
the luxury of solitude. The sun had nearly 
finishod his diurnal course, and was leaving 
our hemisphere to illuminate the other with 
his cheering rays. 

The sprightly songsters had retired to their 
bowers, an* were distending their littl# 
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throats with a tribute of instinctive gratitude 
and praise. 

The vocal strains re-echoed from tree to tree 
and invited tne to join the responsive notes. 
Mj^heart expanded with devotion and bencv- 
- olence. I wished the whole human kind tc 
share the feelings of happiness which I enjoy- 
ed; while the inanimate creation around 
seemed to partako of my satisfaction ! Me- 
thought tho fields assumed a livelier verdure ; 
and the zephyrs were unusually officious in 
wafting tho fragrance of aromantic pales. I 
surveyed the surrounding scenery with raptu- 
rous admiration ; and my heart glowed with 
inexpressible dolight at tho lovely appearanco 
of naturo, and tho diflbsive bounties of its al- 
mighty author. 

Let others, said I, exult in stately dome*, 

and tho superfluities of pomp ; immerse them- 

' selvos in the splendid noveltios of fushion, and 

' a promiscuous crowd of giddy amusementi ! 

I ouvy thorn not. 

Glvo mo a mind to rongo tho nylvtn Reeno, 
And u»to tho blonmiijui of tho vernal cluy | 

Whilo Kociul lay*, aiiU friendly, littorveito 
To cIimo tho gloomy caret ot'ltfoftWttjr. 

I wish not to abandon society, nor to re- 
sign tho pleasures which it aflbrd* ; bulitit • 
select number of fric»Js»_not^y r omi s ouw 
\ crowds which I prefer. | 

r When tho mind is much engrossed by diiii- t 
pating pleasures, it is apt to forget itself, w<! } 
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neglect its own dignity and improvement. It\ 
it necessary often to retreat from the noiso 
ind bustle of tho world, and ooinmuno with 
our own hearts. By this mean we shall be the 
better qualified both to discharge the dutiea 
and participate in tho enjoyments of lifo. 

Solitudo affords a nearer and moro distinct 
tiow of tho works of creation i elevates tho 
mind) and purifies its passions and affections* 

O tnlitude t in ihec Oi« txmndloti mint 
Ripands itietf, and rtvelf uneonflnM \ 
FtresrUiee, inch Tain, ouch grov'lllaf pantos flits* 
Ami all tto virtues of Um tout aritt. 

Adieu. 

JULIA GREENFIELD. 






To Miss LAURA GUILFORD. 

Bostox. 
mt mar laura, 

Ramblino in the garden, I hare picked a 
nosegay, which I transmit to you as a token 
of my remotnbraoco. Though tho poetical 
bagatelle which accompanies it, is not emial to 
tkecloganceofthe subjoct ; yet I confide in 
tour candor to excuse its futility, and give a 
favorable interpretation to its design* 
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La**, UiU little fiftaDprore, 

PluekM by the hand of cordial far* ! i 

With nice* ear* ihe wraatb l*v« ton'*, J 

Fit to adorn your friendly breast. | 

The rose and lily arecombinM, J 

Aa emblems of your virtuous mind t 

Puro at tho first ia aeon in thaa 

Sweet blushing sensibility. 

CarnaUons here their chums display, 

And nature shine* in rich airay, j 

Od'rous, at virtue's accents sweet, I 

From Laura's lips with wit ropleta. 

Tho myrtle with the laurel bound, 

And purple atnttrauthus erown'd, J 

Within this littlo knot unite* ■ 

Like Laura's charms, to «lvs delight I } 

Fair, frntrant, soft, like beauty dress*d| F 

Ho she unrivalled stands confoss'd | 

Whllo blending still ouch ftninh'tl grata, 

Iter virtues in nor minn we trsce F 

Virtues, which far all tints outshine, 

And, verduut brave, tho iVost of lime. 

I am, fico. * 

SONHA MANCHESTER. * 



To Mi$$ MARIA WILLIAMS. 

Boston. 

DEAll SISTER. 



If 



' I am not to far engaged by the new scene* 
of fashionable gaiety which surround me, ast* ^ 



a,^...*. ^ V '*«**~> 



A "V- 



TI11 BOAIIDINO SCHOOL. 127 

forgot you and tho other doar friends, whom 
1 Tcfl at Harinony-OrovoTl Yot so groat it tho 
novolty which I find in this orowdod metrop- 
olis, that you cannot wonder if my attontion it 
very much engrossed. Mr.Jand Mrt. llonly, 
with their amiuhlo daughters, aro extremely 
polite and attontivo to mo ; and having taken 
every method tocontributo to my amusomont, 
I wont yottorday, in their company, to Com* 
mencemont, at Cambridgo ; and wat vory 
much ontortainod with tho qxhibiton. I pro- 
tend not to bo a judge of thotalontt ditplayod 
by tho young gentlemen who took an aotivo 
part, or of tho proficiency thoy had mado in 
science. I havo an opinion of my own, not- 
withstanding ; and can toll how far my oyo 
and car wero gratified. 

I never knew beforo, that dross waa a clat- I 
ticaljludY; which I now conclude it mutt bo, _ 
orlt would not havo exercised tho genius of 
somo of iho principal speakers on this publio 
occasion. 

Tho fomalo garb too, seemed to claim par- 
ticular attention. Tho bon ton, tasto and| 
fashions of our sox, afforded a subject of dec- 
lamation to tho orator ; and of cntortainmont! 
to tho audienco, composed, in part, of our leg-, 
Ulators, politicians, and divines I I could not 
but think that thoso scholars who employ their 
time in studying, invettigating and criticising 
tho ladies' drossos, mipht as woll bo oocupiod 
ia tho business of a frtseur or tho man-milli- 
nor ; either of which would afford t|iom more 
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frequent opportunities for the display of their 
abilities, and render their labors more ex- 
tensive!/ useful to the sex. Others might 
then improve the time, which they thus friv- 
olously engrossed on this anniversary, in con- 
tributing to the entertainment of the literati, 
who doubtless expect to bo gratified by the 
exertions of gonius and an apparont progress 
in those studies, which are designed to qualify 
the rising youth of America for important sta- 
tions both in church and stato. 

Tho assombly was extremely brilliant ; the 
I ladies seemed to vie .with each othor in mag- 
[ nificcnt decorations. So much loveliness 
was visiblo in their native charms, that with- 
out any hint from tho speakers of tho day, I 
should havo thought it a pity to add those 
foreign ornaments, which rather obscuro than 
aid them. 
/ I was a littlo displeased by tho unbecoming 
levity of somo of my sox j and am apprehensive 
lost it might induco misjudging and censo- 
rious pooplo to imagine that they woro led 
thither more by tho vanity of attracting no- 
\ tico, than to recoivo any montal entertain- 
\ ment. 

Without our consent, wo ran a rnco back to 
town, which ondangored our necks. The 
avaricious hackman, desirous of returning for 
anothor froight, had no morcy on his passen- 
gers or horses. However, wo arrived safely, 
though much fatigued by the pleasure of the 
day. 
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Pleasure earned to exoess degenerates into 1 
paia. This I actually experienced ; and J 
sighed for the tranquil enjoyments of Harmo- 
ny grove, to which I propose soon to return, 
and convince you how affectionately I am 
your's t 

ANNA WILLIAMS. 



To Mi$s ANNA WILLIAMS. 

HaRMONY-GROVE. 
PEAR ANNA, 

Your enlivoning letter restored us, in sorao 
measuro, to your society ; or at least, allevia- 
ted the pain of your absence. 

I am glad you attended commencement. It 
was a new scene, and consequently extended 
your ideas. I think you rather eevero on the 
classical gentlemen. We simple country folks 
must not presume to arraign their taste, whoso 
learning and abilities render them conspicu- 
ous on the literary stage. They, doubtless, 
writo on subjects better adapted to their capa- 
cities. As for the follies of fashion, I think the 
gentlemen are under obligations to the ladies 
lor adopting them ; since it gives exercise to 
their genius and pens. 
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Too were tired, you say, with pleasure. I 
believe those dissipating scenes, which greatly 
exhilarate the spirits, call for the whole atten- 
tion, and oblige us to exert every power, are 
-always fatiguing. 

Pleasures of a calmer kind, which are mod- 
erately enjoyed, which enliven rather then ex* 
hatist, and which yield a serenity of mind on 
reflection, are the most durable, rational and 
satisfying. Pleasure is the most alluring ob* 
ject which is presented to the viow of the 
young and inexperienced. Under various 
forms it courts our attention ; but while we 
are still eager in the pursuit, it eludes our 
grosp. Its fascinating charms deceive the ira- 
I agination, and create a bower of bibs in every 
1_ distant object. 

But let us be careful not to fix our affections 
on uny thing, which bears this name, unless it 
be founded on virtue, and will endure the se- 
veresTscfutiny^ofexaminQtion. 

Our honored mamma, and all your friends 
here, are impatient for your return. They 
unitedly long to embrace, and bid you wel- 
come to these scats of simplicity and ease : 
but nono more ardently than your affectionate 
sUtor, 

7 MARY WILLIAMS. 
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To Mitt MATILDA FIELDING. 

BOSTON 
DEAR MATILDA) 

Anxious to make tho best possible uso of 
tho education I have received ; and fully im- 
pressed with the idea, that the human mind is 
capable of continual improvements, it is my 
constant endeavor to extract honey from every 
flower which falls in my way, or, to speak 
without a figuro, to dcrivo advantogo from 
every incident. Pursuant to tho advico of 
our excellent Preceptress, I keep this perpet- 
ually in view ; and am therefore disappointed 
when defeated in the attempt. 

This afternoon I have been in company with 
three ladies, celebrated for their beauty and 
wit. One of them I think may justly claim 
tho reputation of beauty. To a finished form, 
and florid complexion, an engaging, anima- 
ting countenanco is added. Yet a conscious- 
ness of superior charms was apparent in hor 
deportment ; and a supercilious air counter- 
acted the effects of her personal accomplish- 
ments. The two others were evidontly raoro 
indobted to art than to nature for their appear- 
ance. It might easily be discovered that 
paint constituted all the delicacy of their c ~ 
ptai< 
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What a pitjr that so many are deceived in 
their ideas of beauty t Certain it is, that ar- 
tificial additions serve rather to impair than 
increase its power. " Who can paint like na- 
ture ?" What hand is skilful enough to sup- 
ply her defects ? Do not those who attempt it 
always fail; and render themselves disgusting? 
Do they not really injure what they strive to 
mend ; and make it moro indifferent than 
usual, when divosted of its temporary embel- 
lishments ? Beauty cannot possibly maintain 
its sway over its most obsequious votaries, un- 
1 less the manners and tho mind unitedly con- 
ly , tribute to secure it. How vain then is this 
u subterftige ! It may decoivo tho eye and 

gain the llattcry of tho prattling coxcomb ; 
ut accumulated neglect and mortification in- 
evitably await those who trust in tho wretched 
alternative 

From their good sense! I had been led to 
expect tho groatcst entertainment. I there* 
foro waited impationtly till tho first compli- 
ments were over, and conversation commen- 
ced. 

But to my oxtromo regret, I found it to 

consist of ludicrous insinuations, hacknoved 

jests and satirical remarks upon others of their 

ncauaintanco who were absent. Tho nrcttjr 

fellows of tho town were criticised ; onxLtlicir 

' / ownadvonturos in shopping, were related with 

/ so much niinutencHs, hilarity, and glee, that 

x I blushed for the frivolous levity of those of 

my sox, who could substitute bui&enery fcf 
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wit, and the eff usions of a porvortcd imagine- n 
fi<m, for ihit refinctTorid Improving conversa- 
tion) whfoli * wfai^mUwirfwf tfima and a cor* 



re el tam o are calculated to afford. 

IT, MaicTT, to myself, this bo tho boauty and 
the wit of polished socioty, rcstoro mo again 
to tho nativo simplicity and sincerity of liar* 
mony-Urovo. 

I took my loavo an noon an politonoss would 
Allow ; arid loft thorn to animadvort upon mo. 
Independent for happiness on tho praiso or 
censure of auporficial minds, lot mo ovor bo 
consoious of moriting approbation, and I ahall 
rest contented in tho certain prospect of re* 
ceiving it. Adieu. 

SOPHIA MANCHESTER. 



To Mh$ SOPHIA MANCHESTER. 

BftVKRLY. 

I sympathise with you, my dear Sophia, in 
tho disappointment you received in your ex- 
pectations from boauty and wit. 
I You may nevertholoss derive advantage 
I from it. Your refined end delicate ideas raise 
18 - 
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too too for above tho scenes of common life 
They paint tho dtfectt of your inferiors in 
■uch lively colours, that the greater part of 
the community must be displeasing to you. 
Few, you should remember, havo had the ad- 
vantages which you have enjoyed ; and still 
fewor have your ponctrating oye t correct 

/' taste, and quick sensibility. Let eharity^thcu 
draw a voil ovor tho foibles of others, and can* 
dor induce you to look on the best and bright- 

\ est side. 

It is both our duty and interest to enjoy lift 
as far as integrity and innoconco allow ; and 
in order to this, wo must not soar above, but 
accommodate ourselves to its ordinary state. 
Wo cannot stem tho torrent of folly and vanity; 
but wo can stop aside and see it roll on, with- 
out su fle ring ourselves to be borne down by 
tho stronm. 

Empty convocation must bo dingusting t* 
every rational and thinking mind ; y wt t win ••« 
it partakes not of malignity, it is harmless* iu 
its effects, as tho vapour which floats over tic 
moad in a summer's evo. Hut when nmlfcc 
and envy join to give scope to detraction, *' 
ought to avoid thoir contagion, and docidwN 
condemn the elUniions of tho ill-natured nxi- 
rinieut whleh they Inspire. 

t)ur so* havo neon taxed as doAimor*. ' 
, am convinced, however, they are not ewl*' 
/ stvely guilty ; yet, for want of more suhrtw \ 

■ tial mattor of conversation, I fear they to* 

\ often givo occasion for the accusation ! A j 
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min d pr oporly cultivated andjiiorocTwith uso- 
fal knowledge^ willdoVpiBO sTpastimo which 
mutt bo iupportod at tho expense of othors. 
llenco only tho superficial and tho giddy oro 
reduced to tho necessity of filling tho timo in 
which thoy associate together, with tho degra- 
ding and injurious subjects of slandor. lJut 
I trust that our improved country-women are 
riling far superior to this necessity, and are 
■bio to convinco tho world, that tho American 
fair are enlightened, gonerous, and liberal. 
The falso notions of sexual dosparity, in point 
of understanding and capacity, are justly ex- 
ploded ; and each branon of society is uniting 
10 raise the Tirtuos and polish the manners of 
Ihs whole. 

1 0< MATILDA FIELDING. 



Tq m$$ JULIA GREENFIELD. 

Salem. 
Dim JULIA, 

From your recommendation of Mrs. Cha- 
poae's letters; and, what is still more/from 
the ebaraoier given them by Mrs. Williams, 



136 THl 10AED1KO iCBOOL. 

I was anxious to possess the book { bot, not 
boing able to procure it hero, my clerical broth- 
or* who was fortunately gomg to Boston^ 
bought and presented it to mo. 

1 am much gratified by the perusal, and 
flatter myself that I shall derive lasting bone- 
fit from it, 

[ So intricate is the path of youth, and so 
many temptations lurk around to beguilo our 
feet astray, that wo really need some skilful 
pilot to guide us through tho delusive maxo. 
iTo an attentive and docile mind, publication* 
of this sort may afford much instruction and 
aid. They ought) therefore, to bo carefully 
collected, and diligently perused. 

Anxious to make my brother some acknowl- 
edgment for his present, I wrought andjient 
him a parte? accompanied with a dedication 
which I thought might amuse somo of bis 
solitary moments ; and which, for that pur- 
pose, I here transcribo and convey to you. 

Tub enclosed, with teal and with reverence duo, 

lmplor'd my nermtraion to wait uponyou J 

And bngg'd tfmt the tnu*e would Iter favor extend, 

To brivlly liar worth and hor ■orvlao rmtninmtd. 

-Tho mu*o, who by dear bought expnrionce had known 

How little her we to the olorgy had frown, 

With oHieioue advice thtif attacked the poor pur»e i 

Why, you novioe t 'tie plain thut you cannot de worn • 

If the ond of your bolng you would ever attain, 

And honor, preferment and influeneo gain, 

Go quick to the pocket ofaome noble Knave, -, 

WIiom merit U wealth, and IiU twrwrn U ntave I - 

Or enter the mansion where eplendor appear*. 

And pomp and eclat are the habit the weart t 
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Or hie to the court, where to welt you lire knows, 
80 highly esteem'd and to confident frown, 
That without your assistance and recommendation, 
None claims any merit, or (ilia any station ! 
Seek either of these; and with joy you'll behold 
Yourself crown'd with honor, and filled with fold. _ 
But to wait on a priest ! How absurd it the scheme f 
Hw reward's in reversion ; tho future's his theme. 
Will thene, for tho present, your era vuig's supply, 
Or soften tho din or necessity's cry T "" — 

Of hunger and want, the loud clamours repel; 
Or crush the poor moth that would on you revel I 
For poets and prophets tho world has decreed, 
On fame and on Cuth may luxuriously feed ! 
Here the puss in tor pot *d with a strut and a stare, 
Pray good madam mune, your suggestion! forbear I 
On virtue and worth I'm resolved to attend, 
A firm, if I am not a plentiful friend. 
Tho' not swell'd with gold, and with metal extended* 
What jittloJJiiJCCLahall he rightly expended 1 "> 
AnTa trifle, by justice and wisdom obtained, 
Ii better than millions dishonestly gatn'd ! 
Yet I hone and presume that I never shall be 
Exhaled kit pocket for the lack of a fee ! 

Thus the muse and the purse— till I took tho direction, 
And destin'd the latter to you? kind protection. 
My wishes attend bar, with fervor exprets'd, 
That in yellow or vbite-ahe may always be drese'd j 
Aad o'erliave the power each dull care to beguile ; 
Make the summer mora gay, and the bleak winter smile I 
Bot if Fortune be blind ; or should the not favor 



] 



These wishes of suae, you moat scorn the 
And, rising superior to all she eaa do, 
Tmi a Mies saora substantial than she eaa 



eaa beetew ! J 

CLEORA PARTRIDGE. 
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>. 

TV Jffu LAURA GUILFORD. 

WORCESTER, f 
MA* LAURA, 

I havb spont a very agreeable summer in [ 

the country j but am now preparing to return f 

to town. I anticipate, with pleasure, a restor- ) 

ation to your society, and that of mv othw • 

ftionds thero. I should, however, quit these i 

rural ecenoa with roluotaneo, wnro it not that P 

they are giving placo to the chilling harbinger* 

of approaching winter. Tliev huvo nllurdrtl 

charm* to me, which tho giddy round nf fn*h- 

ionablp atmisompnts can never *quair~~Wa"iiy, 

howovor, think lifo insupportablo, except in (lie [ 

bustle and dissipation of a city, Of this num- i 

ber is tho volatile Amelia Parr, whom you f 

/ know as well as 1. So extreme is her gaiety, j; 

\ that the good qualities of her mind are suiter- t 

J ed to lie dormant ; while tho most t c s t ic— p o ut . I 

j sions are indulged without restraint. I have J 

/ just received a Totter from hor, which you will I 

I see to be characteristic of her disposition. I 

I enclose that, and my answer to it, for your pe- 

\ rusal. Read both with candour ; and believe 

^mo ever yours, 

HARRIOT IIENLY. 
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To JUiu HARRIOT IIENLY. 
(Enclosed in the preceding,) 

Boston. 

Where oro you, Harriot ; and what aro you 
doing ? Six long months absent from tho 
town ! What can you find to beguilo tho to* 
dious hours ? Life must bo a burden to you ! 
How can you employ yourself ? Employ, did 
I say ? rho ! I will not uso so vulgar a torm ! 
I meant amuse I [Amusement, suroly is tho 
prime end of our oxistoncotj You have no 
plays, no card-parties, nor assemblies, that aro 
worth mentioning ! Intolerably heavy must tho 
Egging wheels of timo roll on ! How shall I 
accclorato thorn for you ? A now novel may 
do something towards it ! I accordingly send 
you one, imported in tho last ships. Foreign, 
to boauro \ olao it would nol ba worth attention. 
TEcy havo attained to a far creator degroo of . 
refinement in tho old world, than wo havo in 
tho now 5 and aro so perfectly acquainted with 
the passions, that thero is something oxtromoly 
amusing and interesting in their plots and 
counterplots, operating in various ways, till tho 
dear creatures aro jumbled into inatrimoov in 
the prettiest manner that can bo conceived t 

lre 9 in this country, aro too much in a state 
of nature to write good novels yet. An Amor- 
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leu novel is saoh a moral, •entimontal thing, 
that it if enough to fire any body the vapours 
to read one. Pray come to town at Boon at 
possible, and not dream away your best days 
in obscurity and insignificance 

But this boarding school, this Harmony- 
Grot e y where you formerly resided, has given 
you strange ideas of the world. With whit 
raptures I have heard you relate the dull 
scenos in which you were concerned there ! 
I am afraid that your diseased taste has now 
come to a crisis, and you have commenced 
prude in earnest ! But return to your city 
friends 5 and we will lend our charitable as* 
sistance, in testoring you to gaiety and pleas- 
ure, 

AMELIA PARR. 



Ths Answer. 

Worcester. 



BEAR AMELIA, 

Tour lotter— your rattle, rather, came to 
han<f yesterday. I could not avoid smiling st 

{'our erroneous opinions ; and, in my turn, beg 
eave to express my wonder at your entertain* 



Cr.~K ! - I- 
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mcnts in town. Truo, wo havo no plnys. Wo / , 
arc not obliged by fashion, to Bit, half oulToca- j| ! 
led in « crowd, fur the grootcr part of tho \ 
night, to hoar tlio rantings, and soe tho ex- 
travagant notions of tho buskin heroes, (and 
thoso not always consistont with female mod* 
est/ to witness () Wo havo no card-parties, 
Avowedly formed for tho purposo of killing 
lime t But wo havo an agreeablo neighbor-""] 
liood, among which wo can easily collect a 
social circle. ; and persons of taste, politeness 
•Hi) information, composo it. Hero we enjoy j 
a rational and cnlivoning conversation, which 
i'atonco rcfinod and improving. Wo havo 
no assemblies, composed of a promiscuous f 
crowd of gaudy belles and beaux] many of I 
*fiom wo should despise in a private company, j 
and deem unworthy of our notico. But wo^ 
have genteel balls, tho company of which is ; 
select, none being admitted but such as do 
honor to themselves and each other. Tho 
amusement is not protractod till tho yawning 
listlcssnoss of tho company proclaims thoir in* 
capacity for enjoyment ; but we rotiro at a ; 
•cosonablo hour, and add to tho pleasuro of 
the evening, that of undisturbed rest through ; 
tho night. t Of course, we can rise with tho^ 
sun, and sip tho noctorious dows, wafted in tho j< < 
aromatic gale. We breakfast before tho beat |J 
of the day has brought on a languor and do* ij 
prived us of appetite ; after which, wo amuso j| 4 j 
ourselves with our noodles, books, or music ; 
recline on the sofa, or ramble In tho grove, as 
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fko<7 or convenience directs. In the shad; 
bower we enjoy either the luxury of solitude, 
or the pleasures of society ; while you are, the 
whole time, in the midst of hurry and bustle. 
Eager in the chose, you fly from one scene of 
dissipation to another ; but the fatigue of this 
ceaseless round, and the exertion of spirits ne- 
cessary to support it, render the objects of 
pursuit tasteless and insipid. 

Which mode of life, yours or mine, do yot 
now think the most rational, and productive of 
the greatest happiness ? The boarding school, 
which you aflect to despise, has, it is true, 
formed my taste ; and I flatter myself that 1 
idiall never wish it altered. 

I shall soon return to town ; but not for 
pleasure. It is not in crowds that I seek it. 

Adieu. 

HARRIOT IIENLT. 



To Jfui SOPHIA MANCHESTER. 

Concord. 

dear iofhu, 

Hating been with my aunt Burchel fcr • 
fortnight past, I have indulged myself in read- 
ing novels ; with which her library is well 
supplied. 
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R ichard son!*, works have occupied a large j 
portion ollho time. What a surprising com* j 
numd has this great master of the passions * ! 
over our feelings ! It is happy for his own and 
succeeding ages, that he embarked in the 
cause of virtue. For his influence on the af- 
fections of his readers is so great, that it must 
have proved very pernicious, had he enlisted 
on the side of vice. Though I am not much 
of a novel-reader, yet his pen has operated 
like magic on my fancy ; and so extremely 
was I interested, that I could Jjavo dispensed 
wit h sleep or fpq djbr jho f leasuro I found in! 
rendin g ht in. 

Ify thU circumstance I am more than ever v 
convinced of the great cnution which ought to \ 
be used in perusing writings of tho kind. How / 
secretly and how insidiously mny they under* / 
mine the fabric of virtue, by painting vice and ' 
folly in the alluring colours, and with the lively 
style of this ingenious author. Tho mind 
should bo well informed, and tho judgment 
properly matured, before young people indulge 
themselves in the unrestrained perusal oTHhem. 

The examples of virtue and noble qualities, 
exhibited bv tho author I have mentioned, are 
truly ireful ; but every writer of novels is not 
a Richardson : and what dreadful effects might 
the specious manners of a Lovelace have on 
the inexperienced mind, were they not detect- 
ed by a just exhibition of his vices I 

The noble conduct of Clementina and Miss 
Byron, are worthy of imitation ; while the in* A 
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discretion of Clarissa, In putting herself under 
the protection of a libertine, is ft warning to 
every fair. But both examples tre often over- 
looked. While the ear it charmed with the 
style, and the fancy riots on the luxurianee of 
description, which so intimately blend the 
charms of virtue and the fascinations of vice, 
they are not readily distinguished bv all. 

1 am not equally plcasod with all Richard- 
son's writings ; vnt so multifarious are his ex- j 
cellencies, that his faults appear but specks, | 
which sorve as foils to display his boautics to * 
bettor advantage. [ 

Doforo I wont from home I wns engnged in 
rending a courso of history ; but I fear 1 shall j 
not return from this flowory field to tho dry I 
and loss ploasing path of more laborious stud- ; 
\ ios. This is ono disadvantage of novel read- t 
iiig. It dissipates tho ideas, roluxc* tho mind, | 
and ronders it inattuntivo to tho moro solid j 
and useful branchbs of litoraturo. Adieu. ! 



r 
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To Mrs. WILLIAMS. 

Bosto*. 
' dba* madam, 

Neither change of place nor situation can 
alienate my affections from you, or obliterate 
my grateful remembrance of your kindness. 
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Tour admonitions and counsels have beon 
tho guido of my youth. The many advantages- 
which I havo already received from tliom, and 
the condescending readiness with which they 
were always administered, embolden me to so- 
licit your direction and advice in a still moro 
important sphere The recommendation of \ 
my parents and friends, seconded by my own \ 
inclination, have induced me to yield my heart / 
and engage my hand to Mr. Sylvanus Far- 
mington, with whose character you are not un- 
acquainted. Next Thursday is the era fixed 
for our union. O madam, how greatly shall 
I need a monitor like you f Sensible of nw\ 
own imperfections, I look forward with difli* \ 
dence and apprehension, blended with pleas- / 
ing hopes, to this now and untried state f 

Your experienced pen can teach me how to 
dinchargo the duties, divide the cares, and en- 
joy tho pleasures, peculiar to the station on 
which I am entering. Pray extend your be- 
nevolence, and communicate your sentiments 
on fctnalo deportment in the connubial rela- 
tion. Practicing upon such a model, I may 
still be worthy tho appellation, which it will 
ever be my ambition to deserve, of your af- 
fectionate friend and pupil, 

HARRIOT HENLY. 
19 
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3VJW## HARRIOT HBNLT. 

IlAKMONT-GaOTl, 

Iran*, my dear Harriot, you arc making 
an Important change of situation ; a change 
interesting to you and your friende ; a change 
whloh involvee not only your own happiness, 
but the happlneae of (he worthy man whom 
you have choeon { of the family, ovor which 
you arc to preside \ and perhaps, too, of that 
with whloh you nre to bo connected, 

I rejoice to hear that this connexion, on 
whloh so much depends, la not hastily formed ; 
but that it ia tho roault of long acquaintance, 
ia founded on .merit, and consolidated by es- 
teem. From characters liko yours, mutually 
deserving and excellent, brilliant examples of 
conjugal virtue and felicity may bo expected, 
Yet as human naturo is imperfect, liable to er- 
rors, and apt to deviato from the lino of recti- 
tude and propriety. ajnonjtorj&LjUude may be 
expedient and useful. Your partiality has led 
you to roquost this boon of mo ; but uitlidonce 
' of my own abilities compols mc to decline tho 
arduous task. Nevertheless, I have it happily 
in my power to recommend an ubler instruct- 
—or, who has writton professedly upon the sub- 
ject. Tho Amkmcan Bprctatoii, or Matiu- 
mont at, Pnr.carTon, latoly published by Mr, 
David West, of Doston, contains all you can 
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wish. The judicious compiler hee collected 
and arranged hit materials with admirable skill 
and addros*. Peruse this book, and you will 
bo at no loss for counsels to direct, and cau- 
tions to guard you through the intricate cares 
and duties of the connubial life. The essays 
are, chiefly, extracted from the most approved 
English writers. The productions of so manjH 
sblo pens, properly disposed, and exhibited in 
a new and agreeable light, must not only be 
entertaining, but useful to every reader of 
taste and Judgment. I wish this publication 
4o bo considered as a necessary pieco of fur- 
niture by every housekeeper. The editor has 
certainly deserved well of his country ; and 
Hymen should crown him with unfading gar* 
lands. 

I shall visit you, my dear Harriot, after the 
happy knot (for such I flatter myself it will 
prove) is tied. In the mean time, I subscribe 
myself, with the most ardent wishes for your 
prosperity and happiness, your sincere friend, 

MARY WILLIAMS. 



To Mi$$ CLEORA PARTRIDGE. 

NfWIURYPORT. 

What think you of wit, Oleora t If you es- 
timate it by tho worth of your ewn, jrou think 
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it an Invaluable jewel. But thb Jewel b ?ari- 
oualy aet Youre is in the pure sterling gold 
of good sense : yet, aa diapfnyed by some, it 
glistens on the mere tinaol of gaiety, which 
will not boar the scrutinising eye of judgment. 
Yesterday I received a vinit from a young 
lady, lately moved into this neighbourhood, 
who ia reputed a wit. Her conversation re- 
minded mo of Popo'e satirical remark : 

" Thoro art, whom floavoii hia blott'd with itort of wit j 
Bat want at much again to mauago it." 

I found her'* to eonaist in smart sayings, 
livoly repartocs, and ludicrous allusions. 

So strong was her propensity to display this 
talent, that ahe could not resist any temptation 
which offered, though it led her to offend 
againat the ruloe of politeneaa and gonerosity. 
As somo persons of real genius wore present, 
tonics of literature and morality wore discuss* 
ed. Upon these sho was mute as a statue ; 
but whenevor the playfulness of her fancy 
could find a subject, alio was oxtromoly loqua- 
cious. This inducod mo to suspect that the 
brillianco of her imagination had dazzled her 
understanding, and rendered her negligent of 
the more solid and useful acquisitions of the 
mind. 

Is it not often the case, that those who are 
distinguished by any auperior endowment, 
wbethor personal or montul, aro too much ela- 
ted by the consciousness of their pre-eminence, 
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and think it sufficient to counterbalance every 
deficiency ? 

This, Mrs. Williams used to say, is owing 
to the want of self-knowledge ; which, if once , 
possessedi will enahlo us properly to estimate / 
our own characters, and to ascertain with pre* 
cision wherein wo aro defective, as well as I 
wherein we excel. But it is tho misfortune of \ 
«*, young people, that wo seldom attain this 
valuable science, till wo hnvo experienced 
many of tho ills which result from tho want of 
it. Ambition, vanity, flattery, or somo such 
dazzling meteor, engrosses our attention, and 
renders us blind to naoro important gualifica- / 
(ions. 

But to return to this same wit, of which I 
was speaking. It is certainly a very danger* 
ous talent, when imprudontly managed. None 
that wo con possess tends so directly to excite 
i eamity, or destroy friendship, 
j An ill-natured wit is of all characters the 
] most universally dreaded. Pooplo of this de- 
scription are always feared, but rarely loved. 
| Humanity and benevolence aro essentially ne* 
{ ccssary to render wit agrooablo. Acoompa- 
; nied by these! it cannot (oil to pleaso and en- 
; tertain. 

] ** Wit, how deUeioul to man'i dtlnty Usts t 

I Tie proclous m tho vehicle of mam | 

I RutuiU •ubfftitute.adiredlMiMt 

i I Peroleioui talent t fbtter'd by mankiad. . 

J Yet hated too 

Bet** ii tht diamond, weighty, mIM, eottsd t 
Whsa cut h>y wit, It carte a brifhtoi bean; 
13* 
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l 
Tel, wk apart, k It a jjnaiai ttlu\ 
Wtt, wiaawM «f Mod taatt, It warat taaa aaagit } 
It aaiatt aMra tad la raa agalaat a rook.* 

But I believe I cannot give a better proof 
of my own wit, than to conclude this scribble 
before roue patjonce it quite exhausted by the 
perusal. Adieu. 

CAROLINE LITTLETON. 



7b JTiff nARRIOT IJENLY. 



Harmont-Grovi. 
peak Harriot, i 

I 

The first moment which I hare been able 
te snatch from the affectionate embraces of mjr 
honored mamma, and my dear sister Maria, is 
devoted to you. Judging by the anxious soli- 
citude of my own heart, I know you are impa- 
tient to hear of my safe arrival. It is needless 
f to tell you how cordially I was received. You 
' have witnessed the mutual tenderness which 
' — actuates our domestic- eirclo. Whore this i* 
the governing principle, it is peculiarly inter- 
esting to sensibility. It is extremely exhilarat- 
ing to tho mind to revisit, after tho shortest 
absonco, the place of our nativity and juvenile 
happiness. u There is something so seducing 
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in (hat spot, in which wo first had our exist- 
cnco, that nothing hut it can please. What- 
cvor vicissitudes wo c.xporionoo in life, howov- 
cvcr wo toil, or wheresoever wo wander, our 
fiitiiruod wishes still recur to homo for tran- 
quillity. Wo long to ilio in that spot which 
gavo us hirth, and in that ploasing expectation 
opiato ovcry calamity."* 

Tho satisfaction of returning homo, howev- 
er, has not obliterated tho nleasuro which I 
enjoyed on my visit to you. Does not achango\ 
of scono and situation contribute to tho happi-j 
nmi of life ? Th&jialuraLJavu-of-tbi* variety/ 
*ccms wisely implanted in tho human Groast ; 
for it enables us to accommodate ourselves 
with facility to tho different circumstances in 
which wo aro placod. I boliovo that no plea--] 
•urcs mako so deep an impression on tho mem* | 
ory. ns those of tho ftr*t and mo*t iiinncent > 

[period of our lives. With what apparent do- - 
ight do persons, advanced in years, ro-traco 
their puerile feats and diversions I " Tho ; 
hoary head looks back with a sinilo of compla- 
cency, mixed with regret, on tho season when 
health slowed on tho cheek, when lively spirits* 
warmed tho heart, and when toil strung tho 
nerves with vigour. "f 

Tho pleasures of childhood and youth, when 
regulated by parental wisdom, and sweetened 
by filial affection and obedionce, must be grate* 
Ail to tho recollection at toy age : and for this 

•OsM—ha. fXaos. 
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plain reason, because innocence and simplicity 
aro their leading traite. How toothing, bow 
animating, then, must be reflection, at the 
livening of a lift), wholly apont in virtue and 
rectitude I 

Popo obaervea that " Every year ia a cri- 
tique on the last. The man despises the boy, 
the philoaophor the man, and the Chriatiati 
all." Happy are thoae who can tako a retro- 
apoct of all, with tho supporting consciousness 
that each part haa been rightly performed ! 
Adieu. 

ANNA WILLIAMS. 



To il/ii * MATILDA FIELDING, 

Boston. 

I am impatient for an opportunity of return* 
tag your civilities, my dear Matilda ; and if 
poaaible, of repaying you some part of the 
pleasure, which you ao liberally afforded me, 
during my Into vMt to your hospjluhlg_ man* 
aion. For this purpose, 1 must insist onlfitr 
performance of your promise to spend the 
wintor in town. It is truo that I cannot con- 
tribute to your amusement in kind. Yet, ac- 
cording to the generally received opinion, that 
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vnrlcfy 8a ngggssary to the enjoyment of life, 
we may find our* mutually heightened by tho 
exchange. Delightful ramble*, and hours of 
contemplative solitude, free from tho interrup- 
tions ot formality and fashion, I cannot insure : 
but you may depend on all thai friendship and 
assiduity can substitute ; and while the bleak 
winds are bawling abroad, a cheerful fireside, 
nnd a iiocml nekc[c^ may dispel tho gloom of 
the season. LTho ploasuroa of our family aro 
very loeah Few aro sought, in which tho un- 
dcrstaliding and affections can have no share. 
For this reason, a ftdecVnot a. promiscuous 
a cquain tance ^cultivated. And nowovcr un- 
fashionable our practice may bo deemed, we 
can find entertainment, even in the dull hours 
of winter, without recourse to cards. Almost 
every other recreation affords somo excrciso 
and improvement to the body or mind, or both ; 
but from this neither can result. LTho wholo 
attention is absorbed by the game. _ Reason 
lies dormant, and the passions only are awake. 
However little is depending, tho parties are 
frequently as much agitated by hopo and fear, 
os if their all were at stake. It is difficult for 
the vanquished not to feel chagrin ; while the 
victors aro gratified at tho expense of their 
friends. But the principal objection with me, v , 
is tho utter exclusion of conversation *, a 
source ofplcasure, and of profit too, for which 
1 can admit nothing as an equivalent Winter 
evenings are peculiarly adapted to this ration- ' 
•1 and refined entertainment . Deprived of 
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that variety of scenery, and those beauties of * 

nature, which the vernal and autumnal season* 

[exhibit, we are obliged to have recourse to thr £ 

flroaido for comfort. Here we have leisure to - 

• Collect our scattered Ideas, and to improve, by 

social intercourse, and the exertion of our { 

montal powers. f 

Our sex are often rallied on their volubility , 

and, for myself, I frankly confb*«, that 1 am < 

■ so averse to taciturnity 9 and so highly pri*> { 

J tho advantages of todvty arid, friendship, that J 

/ I had rather plead guilty to the charge than i 

[^ relinquish them. 1 

•• Hut thou no friend to Mt thy mind abronch 1 
Good tonw will tUgnato. [Thoughti ihuUip, want air, 
And »poil, likobalo* uiionetfil to tho nun J 
Ilnd thought boon til, iweot «peoch Kud bron dony'd J 
Hl»oj}cVulttiuditVcin»l ! Nnooch, lhou|*1it'» oi Morion toe 
Thought, In tho mtno, may como forth gold or droM I 
When coin'd in Wonl^ w© know iti realtor th i 
If sterling, itoro It for thy futurt uno \*~ 
JTwlll buy thct btncflt, ntrhipa renown. 

[^.Thought, too. deliver^, In tho inoro |h»»omM| 
Touching, wt lonrii I and giving, wo retain _ 
Tho blrllwi of inttlloot i whon dumb, forgotj 

| tipoech vontllatci our Intellect u»l firo t $ 

Bjieoch burnithof our montal magRKino t | 

Urlghtonj for ornamont, and whott for uoo.* 1 I 

Come then, Matilda, participate the pleas- f 
nros, and accoloroto tho improvement, or your * 
mflbctionato friend, ? 

LAURA GUILFORD. ' 
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To M%$$ LAURA GUILFORD. 

Beverly, 
dear laura, 

Yours of tho 9th tilt, has just como to hand. 
It gavo mo ronewod experience of tho truth of 
tho observation, that next to tho personal pros* 
enco and conversation, is tho epistolary cor- 
respondence of a friond. I am preparing, with 
tho mott lively •onsations of ploasuro, to grat- 
ify my own wmlics, and comply with your polito 
invitation. The romantio boauty ot tho rural 
•conn has fomakon mo ; and what can so 
amply compensate for thoir absonco, as tho 
charms you offer ? 

I envy you nothing which tho town affords, 
but tho advantages you derive from the choice 
of society adapted to your own tasto. Your 
sentiments of tho fashionable diversion of card- 
playing, are, in my view, porfectly just. I bo- 
licvo that many peoplo join in it, because it is 
tho ton, rather than from any other motive 
And as sueh persons generally pay the great- 
est deference to Lord Chesterfield's opinions 
and maxims, I have often wondorcd how thcr 
happened to overlook, or disregard his animad- 
versions upon this subject; and have felt a 
strong inclination to tell them, that this oU-oe- 
crmpUthed master of politeness, and oracle of 
pleasure, expressly says, " A^l amusements. 



'1 



106 TBI BOARDINO SCHOOL. 

A where neither the understanding nor the senses 
1 enn have the least share, I look upon as frivo- 
lous, end the resources of little minds, who 
1 either do not think, or do not love to think." 
We had a pretty party hero, ln»t evening ; 
and a patty it literally was ; for it consisted 
entiroly of ladies. This singular circumstance 
was remarked by ono of the company, who, at 
leant, protended to think it agreeable, bccnuic, f < 
suid alto, wo cun now speuk without restraint, y 
or tho fear of erillelsro. I confess that I wai I 
\ not prudo enough to acquiesce in hor opinion. j 
v / LLadiei of delicacy and refinement will not 
/ i eountonanco or support a convocation, whirl) 1 
' gentlemen ofsonso and sentiment can disnp- ! 
proved As ouch were formed lor suciuLheittg't. t 
and depend on tho other tor sociut huppinc'iu*, > 
I imagino thut society received it* greutext 1 
charm from n mutual interchange of sentiment " 1 

rd knowledge. 
44 Both soxos aro reciprocal Instrument* of I 
oaoh other's improvement. The rough spirit i' 
of tho ono is tempered by tho gentleness cf . 
i tho other, which bus likowiso i 
| that spirit. Men's scntiineuts 
I er turn in tho company of v 
! tho other hand, find their volatility abated iu g 
) that of the men. "Their different qualities, i»- p 
' torniiiigling, form a happy symphony, From / 
\ their iutimuto conjunction, their real advanta* \ 
1 gos must bo common and inseparable ; and •« y 
fur thoso ridiculous wrangling* about superior- f 
ity, they may be reckoned insults to nature, 



vise its obligation* to I 
louts contract a mild- J 
of women, who, on |* 
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and botrny a want of a duo sonso of hi wiso 
and grnoiott* dirfponflntion*."* 

M nny India* affect to think it tnconsittont 
with female reserve, to ncknowlodgo thorn* 
•wil von plonscd with tho company of tho other 
»ox ; but whilo such aro tho objects and ad* 
vantages of ii mixed society, 1 BTusfi not to 
own myuolf desirous of its cultivation. Adiou. 

MATILDA FIELDING. 



To Mitt CAKOLINK L1TTLKTON. 

Bos r ox/ 

DEAR CAROLINE, 

I take tho liberty to sond you Donnot's 
letters. When my mamma put them into tnv 
hand, Sophia, said she, 1 recommend this book 
to your attentive perusal. It highly doservet 
it, aiid will richly reward your labour. You 
hive, indeed, completed your school cduca* 
lion; but you havo much yet to loam. Im- 
provements in knowlodgo aro necessarily pro* 
qroisivo. Tho human mind is naturally ae* 
live and oagor in pursuit of information; whiclt 

•Tht L*1W Fritstf. 
14 
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we have various and continual meant of jefiit* 
mulatjng : but never will yen have a moro fa- 
vourable opportunity for the cultivation of your 
mind, than you now enjoy. You nro now freer H^ 
from thoso domestic cnro* and avocation*, 
which may hereafter full to your lot, and occu- 
py most of your time. Speculation must then 
uivo place to practice. Ho assiduous, lh*rt- 
toro, to increase the fund, llitit it tuny yield you 
n competent interest, mid afford you a constant 5 
rcsourco of support and enjoyment. [f 

With thoso, words sho withdrew, while I was I 
Mill listening to the sweet accents of mutarnal f ! 
tenderness uud discretion, which vihrutcd on I 
my eitr, even after her depniture, | 

I find it worthy tho rccnmmoudntlnn of no [ 
good a judge. An n moral writer, the precepts \ 
mid ohhtirvutions of itM author are excellent ; | 
as a religious ono, his piety is exemplary, aud ' * 
his instructions improving. Hi* selection of 
books, which ho deems most proper for our 
sox, though too numerous, perhups, may, not- ; 
withstanding, assist and direct tho young in \ 
their course of rending. 

Who would not imitate his Louisa ? In Iter 
ho has forcibly displayed the beauties of mi 
amiublo dUpoHition, and tho advantages which 
even that may derive from a virtuous and reli- 
gious cducutioii. 

These letters aro not scholastic and Hnbo- 
rato dissertations ; they nro addressed to tho 
lioart ; they uro the native lnng un go -*P aflco 
tion : and thoy can hardly fail to instil tho love 
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of virtue into over/, mind susceptible of its 
charm*. 

If you Imvo not rend thorn, I will vonturo to 
predict that thoy will allbrd you entertainment, 
as well as instruction ; and if you have, thoy 
will bear a second perusal. Indeed) every 
vulunblo book should bo ro-porusod. On a 
first rootling, our curiosity to know something 
of all it contains, hurries us forward with a ra- 
pidity which outstrips both tho memory and 
judgment. 

When this predominant passion is gratified, 
an attentive review will commonly furnish 
many useful and important lessons, which had 
nearly or quito escaped our notice before. 

This, by somo, is doomed too laborious a 
task. Thoy prefer company and conversation 
to rending of any kind ; and allege, in dofenco 
of their opinion, that a knowledge of tho world, 
uml of human nature, together with that onso 
and gracefulness of in Aimers, which aro of tho J 
utmost consequence to ull who would make a 
roHpoetablo figure in life, are much better oh* 
tamed in this way, than by tho cold and unim* 
pusftioncd perusal of books. 

But is not (ivory acquisition of this sort 
merely superficial r Need we not a guide; su« ' 
porior to our own judgment and exporionco, to j 
point out the lino ot duty and propriety, in the ( 
various conditions and relations of our exist- i 
enco ? 

Our acquaintance with living characters and- 
manners can afford us but a wy limited view 
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of mankind, fa the diuVont ff rlods and stages 
ofsooioty, Tho Inquisitive mTiul labours to 
extend Us knowledge to tho most distant climes 
and remoto antiquity ; and erovos other mate* 
rials for tho oxoreiso of its reflecting powers, 
than can bo derived from occasional and de- 
sultory oonvornutlun, Now, by what means 
can this laudablo curionity ho so effectually 
satisfied, as by tho perusal of judicious and 
well chosen books ? Not that 1 would depre- 
ciate tho value of good compuny (for 1 esteem 
it highly ;) but add its many advantages to 
those which reading affords, This combina- 
tion must have a hupny tendency to givo us 
poHsessioii, both of tlio virtues and graces ; 
and to render our attainments at onco solid 
and ornamental. 

What think you, Caroline ? Do you agreo 
with me in opinion ? Let mo hoar from you 
by the first opportunity ; and believo mo 
yours most sincerely. 

SOPHIA MANCHESTER. 



'1\> Misi SOPHIA MANCHESTER. 

NfiWBURYFORT. 

I thakic you. my dear friond, for the book 
you wore so obliging as to send mo ; and for 
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11)0 letter which accompanied it. Tho book 
1 had rend ; but at you juMly observo, I 
must bo n gainer by a second perusal. 

Upon the subject of reading, I perfectly ac- 
cord with you in sentiment. It is an amuse* 
ment, of which I was always enthusiastically 
fond. Mrs. Williams regulated my tosto ; 
and, by dirocting and maturing my judgment, 
taught me to mako it a source of refined and 
substantial plcasuio. 1 do not wish to pur- 
suo study as a profession , nor to becomo a 
learned lady ; but I would pay so much at* , 
tcntion to it, as to taste tho delights of litera- / 
turc, and be qualified to bear a parMn ration- 
al and improving conversation. /.Indeed, I 
would treasure up such a fund of useful 
knpjfclcdgo, as may properly direct my courso 
through life, and nrovo on antidoto against 
tho vexations and disappointments of* the 
world, "jl think* Sophia, that our sex stand iti~\ 
spociaTnccd of such a resource to beguilo tho / 
soTITaryliours which a domestic station com- ^ 
iflonTj^ imposes. . Is it not for tho want of this j 
fliaf soino females furnish a pretext for tho 
accusation (which is illiberally brought against 
all) of having rccourso to scandal, and the' 
sallies of indelicato mirth ? Conversation re- ; 
quires a perpotual supply of muterials from 1 
the mind : ancT accordingly as tho mind has j 
been cultivated or neglected, dignified or de- ' 
grading subjects will be introduced. ' 

I received a letter yesterday from our live* 
ly and lovely friend, Anna Williams. How 
14* 
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delightAilly blended in this charming girl, ire 
vivacity and sentiment, ease and propriety. 



Adieu, 



CAROLINE LITTLETON. 



To Miss MARIA WILLIAMS. • 

Boston. [ 

So often, my dear Mnria, has tho pen of | 

tho divine, the moralist, and tho novolist boon > 
employed on tho subjoct of fcmalo fraility and 

seduction ; and 00 pathetically ha* each do- ! 

•cribod tho folly and inUcry of tho fatal delu- ) 
•ion which involves many in disgrace, that I 

am astonishod when I too those, who havo j 

tho btMt moon* of information, heedlessly sac- ' 

rificing their reputation, peace and happincM j 

to tho specious arts of tho libertine ! In tliU 1 

case it is common for our sex to rail against \ 

tho other, and endeavor to excite tho pity of * 
the world by painting tho advantage which has 

been taken of their credulity and weakness, f 

But aro wo not sufficiently apprised of the en- j 
emies we have to encounter ? And have we 
not adequato motives to circumspection and 

firmnoss ? ' 
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I am generally an ndvocato for my own box 
—but when they suffer thcmsolvos to foil a 
pray to seducers, their pusillanimity admits no 
excuse. I am hold to afiirm that every wo- 
man, by behaving with propriety on all occa- 
sion*, may not only resist temptation, but 
repol tho first attempts upon her honor and 
virtue 

That l oytty of deportment, which invites 
and encourages designer*, ought studiously 
to bo avoided. Flattery and vanity aro two 
of tho most dangerous foes to tho sex. A / 
fondness for admiration insonsibly throws \ 
oft' their guard, and lends them to listen and \ 

frivo credit to tho professions of thoso who ' 
ie in wait to deceive. S 

The following remark*, though sovere, per* 
hups can hardly bo deemed inconsistent with 
tho character which their author assumes.* 
" Women would do well to forbear their dec* 
tarnations against tho falsify and wickedness 
of men ; tho fuult is theirs, to full into such 
coarse-spun snares as aro laid for them. 

" That servile obsequiousness which wo- 
man should immediately look upon as tho 
mark of fraud, and which should make them 
apprehend a surprtso, is tho very thing which 
allures them, and renders them soon the vic- 
tims of porjury and inconstancy; tho just pun- 
ishment of a disposition which fixes their incli- 
nations on superficial qualities. It is this 

•The Ladies' Friend. 
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' disposition which draws after them a crowd of 
empty fops, who if they have any meaning at 
all, it it only to deceive. Something pleading 
in a man 1 ! person, a giddy air, a perpetual 
levity, supply the place of valuablo endow- . 
ments." 

A recent and singular ndventuro has rcn- 
derod observations of this sort peculiarly 
striking to my mind ; which mav account for 
tho subjoct and the longtli of tfiis letter. 

I will givo you a detail of it, though I must 
conceal tho roal names of tho parties concern* 
ed. I 

Yesterday, the weather being very fine, and t 
the sleighing excellent, several of our fami- j 
ly, with two or threo friends, wcro induced to ! 
make nn excursion a few miles in the country. \ 
j We stopped at a houso which had formerly \ 
\ been a tavern, and in which we had often been j 
i well entertained on similar occasions. A* ' 
wo were in haste to receive tho benefit of a 
good firo, wo did not notice the removal of the j 
sign, nor advert to tho possibility of its being > 
convorted into a privato mansion. Being very I 
cold, I stepned first out of the sleigh and ran I 
hastily in ; leaving tho gentlemen to exorcise \ 
their gallantry with tho other Indies. The < 
room I. entered had no firo. I therefore open* j 
ed the door which led to tho next apar'mont, » 
when I beheld tho beautiful and admirud Clu- j 
rinda sitting in an easy chair, polo and wan, 
with an infant in her arms ! I stood mute and 
motionless, till the woman of the house **>- 
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pcarod, to conduct mo to another room. Con- 
tusion and nhnmo woro visibly dopictod in 
Clurinda's countenance ; find, unahlo to moot 
my eye, *ho throw hnr handkorchtof ovor bor 
fuoo, mid Tell buck in tho chair, 

i followed tho good woman, and apologising 
for my intrusion, told her tho cause, Sho ro- 
colloctod my having been there boforo, and 
readily excused my freedom. 

Dy'thi* time tho rest of tho company, who 
had boon nhowit into a decent parlour, woro 
inquiring fur me ; and 1 could scarcely find 
opportunity to request my conductress to ask 
Clnrinda'sforgivctio*!* in my name, aud to as* 
nuro her of my silonco, before 1 had joined 
them. I assumed an appcaranco of cheerful* 
ncss vory foreign to tho feelings of my heart, 
and rotated my mistnko without any montion 
of tho melancholy discovory I had mndo, Wo 
provailcd on tho woman to accommodato us 
with tea and coll'co, im wo wished to rido no 
further, While preparation* woro making alio 
came in to lav tho table, and an tho withdraw, 

S;avo mo a tokon to follow her j when sho in* 
brmed mo that Clariuda had boon extremely 
ovorcomo by my dotocting her situation, but 
being somewhat rocovotod desired a nrivato in* 
torviow. I accordingly repaired to tier apart- 
ment, whore I found her bathod in tears. 
Pity operated in my breast, and with an air of 
tenderness I offered hor my hand ; but ahe 
withheld bora, exclaiming in broken accents, 
no I I am polluted— I have forfeited your 
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friendship— I am on worthy eten of jour com- 
passion, j 

I bogged her to be calm, and promised her ■ 
that the should suffer no inconvcnienco from 
my knowledge of her condition. 

She thanked me for my assurances, and 
subjoined that, since sho know the candorfand 
generosity of my disposition, sho would en* 

(trust mo with every circumstance relativo to 
hor shamoful full ; when, after a considerable 
pause, sho proceeded nearly in the following 
words. 

" Though our acquaintance has been for 
some time suspended, and though we have 
livod in different parts of the town, yet com* 
moil fame has doubtless informed you that I 
was* addressed by the guv, and to mc, too 
charming Florimol ! To tho most captivating 
forn), ho superadded tho winning gruces of 
politeness, and all those insinuating arts which [ 
imperceptibly engage tho femnlo heart. 

" J I id fluttering attentions, and apparent ar- 
dour of affection, woro to my iucxporienccd ! 
and susceptible mind, proofs of hi* Htnccrity ; | 
and tliocfluBions of tho most lively pussion, j 
were returned with unsuspecting confidence. ' 

" My father, strict in hid principles, and ! 
watchful for my real welfare, disapproved hU 
suit ; alleging that although Floriincl wascnl- J 
eulated to please in the gayer moments of life, I 
ho was nevertheless destitute o( those scnti* ! 
menu of religion and virtue, which are es« a 
sentially requisito to durable felicity. But I 1 
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could not bo porsundod that ho lacked any 
period ion which maturor yearn would not 
givo him ; and thoroforo finding my attach* 
went unconquerable, my father reluctantly 
nnqnioiiced in tho proposed connexion* My 
^•jMftod pariiolity for this ungenerous man 
yibsorbocj^ every othor.pasjiiQn-.and- pursuit \ 
wlfilo ho toofcadvnhtago of my yielding fond- 
not**, and assumed libcrtios which I know to 
bo inconsistent with delicacy, but had not res- 
olution to repel, Ono encroachment succeed- 
ed another, and ovory concession was claim- 
ed and granted as a proof of lovo, till at length 
hojiecnrno absolute master of my will and my 
person. THinmo and romnrso socn rousod mo ' 
tcfa sonso of my guilt, and I demanded an im- 
mediate norformanco of his promise of mar- 
riage. .This, under ono pretext or another, ho 
constantly evaded. II is visits daily heanino 
loss frequent, and his attentions less assiduous 
— whilo tho most poignant anguish of mind 
deprived mo of every comfort. 1 found my* 
•olf roducod to tho humiliating ultornativo of 
entreating my seducer to screen mo from infa- 
my by tho name of wifo, though ho should 
never consider or treat mo as such. To this 
he insultingly repliod, that my situation must 
necessarily detect our illicit commorco t and 
his pride could never brook tho reputation of 
having a wifo whoso chastity had boon sacri- 
ficed. As soon as rngo and resontmont, whioh 
at first took from mo tho power of utterance, 
would pormit, Wrotoh !, exclaimed I, it it not 
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to jrou the sacrifice hat been made ) Who 
but you has triumphed over roy virtue, and 
•ubjeotod me to tho disgrace and wretched* 
note I now suffer f Was it not in token of my f 
regard for you that I yielded to your solicita- 
tions t And is this tho requital I am to re- 
ceive i Base, ungrateful man ! I despise 
your meanness ! I detest tho ungenerous 
disposition you betray, and henceforth reject 
all intorcourno and society with you ! I will , 
throw myself on tho mercy of my injured pa- } 
rents, and ronounco you forever. 

" Seeing mo almost frantic, ho endeavored ; 
to soothe and appeaso me. Ho apologised j 
for tho harshness of his language, and even I 
made professions of unabated affection ; but ' 
gavo as a reason for deferring tho conjugal 
union, at present, that commercial affair* obli- 
ged him to sail immediately for Kuropo j as- 
suring me at the same time that on his return 
he would not fail to renew and consummate 
tho connexion. To this I gavo no credit, and 
thorefore made no roply. He then requested 
me to accept a purse to defray my expenses, 
during his absence, which I rejected with dis- 
dain ; mid ho departed. The distress and 
despuir of my mind wero inexpressible. For 
some days I resigned myself entirely to the 
agonizing pangs of grief. My parents impu- 
.» ted my dejection to Florimcl's departure, and 
f strovo to consolo me. It was not long, how- 
i over, before my mothor discovered the real 
f cause. In her, resentment gave placo to com* 
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CQSilon; but ilio anger of my father, could not 
0-appcased; Tie absolutely forbudc mo hit 
prcstmco lor some timo ; but my mother at 
length provallod on him to nee, and assure mo 
of lore ivones* and restoration to favor, if I 
would consent to ronounco and disown my 
child ; to which, not then knowing the forco 
of maternal allocTTQi), I readily consented. 
TtrtiFjiThco was privately procured for mo, 
and hither, under pretence of spending a 
month or two with a friend in tho country, I y 
retired. To-morrow my doar babo is to bo \ 
taken from mo t It is to bo put to nurso, I ; 
know not whoro ! All I am_aold is, that it ' 
shall ho well takon enro of! [jDonstantly will ' 
its moans Jiaunt my imagination, while I am 
d epriv ed even or tho hopo of ministering to 
its wants ; but mtiMt loavo it to o.xocrato tho 
hour which gave it birth, and deprive it of a 
parent's attontion and kindness. ' 

"As soon as possiblo, 1 shaltroturn to my 
father's houso ; and as I am unknown hero, 
and you aro tho only porson, out of our fami- 
ly, who shares tho dreadful secrot, I flatter 
myself that my crimo may still bo oonooaled 
from tho world. Tho reproaches of my own 
mind I can never escape. Conscious guilt 
will give tho aspect of accusatidnio-oyory *fb 
that beholds mo ; and however policy may 
compel mo to wear tho mask of gaiety and 
ease, my heart will bo wrung with inexpressi- 
ble anguish by tho romembranco of my folly, 
and always aliva to tho distressing sensations 
1* 
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of remorse and shame ! Oh Julia ! you hare 
witnesaed my disgrace ! pity and forgive ma ! 
Parhapa I onoa appeared aa virtuoua and re- 
apeetaole aa you now do ; but how changed ! 
how fallen ! how debaaed ! Learn from my 
fate to despite the flattery of the worthless 
- coxcomb, and the arts of the abandoned liber- 
tine. " 

t By this timo I was summoned to tea ; when 
giving all the consolation in my power to tho 
unhappy Clarinda, I rejoined my company ; 
and to prevent thoir inquisitivoncss about rav 
absence, told them I had been with a si*k 
woman, upon whom I had accidentally intru- 
ded when I first came in ; and that alio had 
dotuined mo, all this time, by a recital of her ' 
complaints and misfortunes. This account 
v satisfied thoir curiosity ; but tho melancholy 
j into, which my mind had been thrown, was not 
\ easily dixsipated j nor could I, wit hout do ing 
j violence to my feelings, put on tho appearance 
[_, of my' usual cheerfulness and ease. 
/ Hero my dear Maria, is a picture of tho 
frailty and weakness of our sex t How much 
roason have wo then to " watch, and pray, 
\ that wo enter not into tomptation !" 

With afiectiouato regards to your mamma 
and sister, I subscribo myself yours most sin* 
ceroly, 

JULIA GREENFIELD. 



I 
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To Mi$t JULIA GREENFIELD. 

IUhmont-orovi. 
my dear friend, 

I was much affected by tho wo-fraught 
tale which you gave mo in your last. Wo 
cannot too much regret that such instances of 
duplicity and folly are ever exhibited. They 
are alike disgraceful to both soxes, and dem- 
onstrate tho debasing and fatal tendency of 
the passions, when Buffered to predominate. 

Your observations upon our sex I believe to 
be just, though many would probably deem 
them severe. However, I think it not much 
to the honor of tho majeulioe charaeter 9 which \ 
the God of nature designed for a defence and ; 
safcguAriLlQ. fomalo virtue and. happiness, ie 
toEeadvantago of the tender affection of tho 
unsuspecting and too credulous fair ; and, 
in return for her lovo and confidence, perfid- 
iously to destroy her pcaco of mind, and de- 
prive hor of that refutation which might have 
rendored hor a useful and ornamental membor 
of«ocioty. Truo, wo ought to tako warning 
by such examples of treachory and doccit j 
yot how much more conducivo to the honor 
jmd happiness of our species 9 were there no oe- 
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cation to apprehend such ungenerous requi* 
tals of our sincerity and frankness. 

Yesterday, ray mamma took tho liberty to 
road that part of your letter, which eontains 
tho atory of Olarinda, to hor pupils, and to 
make auoh comments upon it at tho subject 
suggested ; during which wo could not but 
observe the extreme emotion or ono of the 
misses, a most amiable girl of about sixteen. 
When the paragraph respecting Clarinda's 
disowning her child was read, sho hastily rose 
and in broken accents begged leave to with- 
draw. This was granted without any inquiry 
into the cause ; though our curiosity, as you 
may well suppose, was much excited. After 
we were dismissed, my mamma prevailed on 
her to tell the reason of her agitation. 

"I am," said she, "tho illegitimate offspring 
of parents, whom I am told are people of for- 
tuno and fashion. Tho fear of disgrace over- 
came tho dictates of natural affoction, and in- 
. duced my mother to abandon mo in my infancy. 
Sho accordingly gavo me away, with a largo 
•um of money, which she vainly imagined 
would procure mo kind and good treatment. 
But unhappily for me tho people to whom I 
was consigned, availed thomsclves of their 
security from inspection and inquiry abused 
the trust reposed in them, and exposed n\o to 
the i jjreatoat hardships. As they wcro persons 
of vuFgar minds and unfeeling hearts, tney did y 
not commiserate my friendless condition. My " 
quick sensibility incurred their displeasure or jf 

I 
$ 



TUB BOARDING SCFIOOL. 179 

derision. I was often insultingly reproached 
withtho misfortune of my birth; while the tears 
which theso ungenerous reflections extorted ^ 
from roe, were either mocked or punished. I 
had a thirst for knowledge ; but they allowed 
roe no timo for acquiring it, alleging they 
could not support me in idleness, but that I 
must earn my living as they did theirs, by 
hard labor. Oppressed by theso insults, I __ 
bore tho galling yoke of their authority with 
the utmost impationce. When screened from 
observation! my tears flowed without restraint; 
and tho idea of my parents 9 cruelty! in thus 
^subjecting mo to in (amy and wrctchodncss, 
continually haunted my imagination. - Some- 
times I fancied my mother in view, and ex- 
posing my tattcrod raiment, oxnostulated with 
her concerning tho indignities l suffered, and 
tho unrcasonablo hardship of leaving ino to 
bear all tho punishment of my guilty birth I 
At other times I paintod to myself a father, in 
somo gcntloman of pleasing aspect ; and fond- 
ly indulgod the momentary transport of throw- 
ing myself at the foot of ono, whom I could 
call by that vcnorablo and ondoaring name 1 
Too soon, howovcr, did tho rovorso of paren- 
tal tondernoss awako mo from my delusive 
revorios. 

" In this manner I lingored away my exis- 
tence, till I was twelve years old ; when go- 
ing ono day to the house of a gentleman in 
tho neighborhood, to which I was often sent 
to sell herbs, end other trifles. I was directed 
•15 



174 Titi MAMmo school. 

r 
iniajthtffttlae, where the most beautifbl sight l 
in nature opened to my view ; while the con* j 
trast between my own situation, and that of * 
children blessed with affectionate parents, | 

I pave me the most painful sensations. The \ 
ady of the houso was surroundod by her four * 
sons f tho eldest of whom was reading lessons, k 
which she most pathetically inculcated upon ' 
all. As the door was open, I stood some min- I 
utos unobserved ; and was so delighted with 
tho tetidor acconts in which her instructions 
wore imparted, and the ohoorful obedience 
with which they were rocoived, that I had no 
disposition to interrupt thorn. 

" At length I was seen, and bid to come in. 
But when questioned about my errand I was 
so absorbed in tho contemplation of maternal 
and filial love, exhibited in this happy group, 
that .my tongue refused uttoranco, and 1 burst 
linto tears. The children gut ho red around 
and inquired what ailed tho poor little girl ? * 
But Vv'hcn the lady took mo by the hand, nnd | 
kindly asked what was tho tnattor, I could not , 
restrain or conceal my fooling*. When my ( 
tears had relieved me, I related the cuuse of r 
my grief; describing my own situation, and j 
the effect which its contrast had produced on * 
my mind. \ 

" She was affected by my story, and seem* f 
ed pleased with my sensibility ; while the 
children lamented my misfortunos, and artless- 
ly requostod their mamma to let me como and 
live with them. 
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u Littlo did I then expect so groat a favour } 
but to my surprise as well as joy, Mrs. — — , 
tho lady of whom I have been speaking, and 
by whom I am put under your care, came a 
few da^n aftor, and asked tho pcoplo whoro I 
livod, if thoy woro willing to part with ino. 
lly their consent sho took mo homo, and has 
ever sinco treated mo like a child. 

" 1 am now happy beyond expression. My 
grntitudo to my benofactross, who, guided by 
a wise and good Providcnco, has snatched mo 
from obscurity and misery, and givon mo so 
many advantages for improvement, is un- 
bounded. 

" But tho idea that any helpless innocont 
should be unnaturally oxposod to the suffer- 
ings which I havo experienced, is insupportc- 
bly distressing to my imagination. 

" Let my story, if possiblo, bo told to Cla- 
rinda, that sho mov bo induced to have com- 
panion upon her dofonccloss offspring." 

You are at liberty, therofore, my dear Julia, 
to make what use you ploaso of this letter. I 
shall make no commonts upon the subjoot of 
it, nor add any thing moroto its length, but 
that I am affectionately yours. 

MAUIA WILLIAMS, 
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TiMisi ANNA WILLIAMS. 

Salim. 

D*A* AMKA| 

Mr contemplated visit to Harmony-Grove 
mutt bo dsferrod. A torero illness Imo lately 
oonflnod my mamma to her chamber. This 
claimed all my time and attention, and called 
mo to a new scene or care ; that of a family 
which I was obliged to superintend during her 
indisposition. Her recovery has, at length, 
restored tranquillity and joy to our abode; but 
she has not yet resumed tho direction of her 
/ nousehold affairs. To this, sho tolls mo sbo 
/ is reconciled by tho hope that cxpcricnco 
\ may render mo an adept in domestic econ- 
\ omy. Indeed, Anna, I think this an essential 
I branch off emulo education; and I question 
/ whether it can be acquired by more specula- 
tion. VTo mo it is plain that every lady ought 
to have some practice in the management of a 
family, befora^sho takes upon herself the im- 
\ portant truHt. 

Do not many of tho mistakes and infelici- 
ties of lifo ariso from a deficiency hi this 
point ? 
Young ladies of fashion are not obliged to 
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the tusk, and havo too ioldom any inclination 
10 poriorm duties which roquiro 00 much timo 
mid attention ; and with which, pcrhap«,thoy 
have injudiciously been taught to connect tho 
idea ol* servility. Hence it is, that when 
called to preside over families, they commit 
mony errors, during their novitiate, at least, 
which are alike detrimental to their interest 
and hanpinoss. How necessary is it, then, to 
avoid tins complication of ovils by a seasona- 
ble application to thoso offices of housewifery y 
which may one day becomo our province 
Early rising, I find a great assistance in my 

[►resent occupation. It is almost incrcdiblo 
iow much may bo gained by a diligent im- 
provement of those hours which are but too 
commonly lost in slocp. I arose this morning 
with the dawn. Tho serenity of tho sky ana > 
tho fragrance of tho air invited mo abroad. 
Tho calmness which universally prevailed 
served to tranquillizo my mind, whilo the re* ! 
ceding shados of night, and tho rising beams 
of day, formed a contrasted assemblage of tho ! 
beautiful, tho splendid, tho solemn, and tho j 
sublime. Tho silenee-which pervaded tho 
surrounding scenery was interrupted only by ! 
tho melody of tho foathered songsters, who 
seemed to rejoice in this undisturbed oppor- 
tunity of praising their maker. My heart ex- 
panded with gratitudo and love to tho all-boun- ' 
tiful Author of nature ; and so absorbed was 
I in the most delightful meditations, that 1 
•aw with regret tho hour approaching which 



176 TH1 lOARftlft* SCHOOL. 

mult again cull me to the active duties of do- 
mestic and aoeial life. These however, arc 
^objects of real moment, and cannot innocently 
be disregarded. They give a relish to amuse- 
ment, and even to dexotiou, which neither the 
/dissipated nor the <tccluso)can know. Adieu. 
^- CLEORA PARTRIDGE, 



To Miss HARRIOT HENLY. 

Beverly. 

DEAR HARRIOT, 

I sincerely thank you for your affectionate 
letter, by the last post, and for the book with 
which it was accompanied. The yery title is 
sufficient to rouse the feelings and attract the 
attention of the patriotic mind. Beacon-Hill J 
claims a conspicuous place in the history of > 
our country. The subject of this poem must 
be highly interesting to every true American: 
while the genius it displays cannot fail to 
gratify every pootical taste. Philenia's til- 
ents justly entitle her to a rank among the lit- 
erary ornaments of Columbia. ? 
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I have been roviewing Millot's Elcmci 
ofAnciont and Modern History ; and roco 
mend it to your ro-pcrusal. It is undoul 
cdly the most usoful compendium oxtnnt. T 
tedious minuteness and prolix details of sie^ 
and battles, ncgociations and treaties, whi 
fatigue tho reader and oppress the memory 
most works of tho kind, aro happily avoid 
in this ; whilo tho clcganco, simplicity, cc 
cisoncss and perspicuity of tho stylo, rendei 
intelligible to ovory capacity,' and pleasing 
ovcry ta*to. To those who havo a relish i 
history, but want Icisuro to givo full scot 
Millot is well calculated to afford both ink 
mation and entertainment. Ii i*__a&- objc 
tion^commonly made by our sex to studios 
tUirt nature, that they aro dry and elaborate 
that thoy yield little or no exorcise to tl 
moro sprightly faculties of tho mind ; that tl 
attention is confined to an uninteresting ai 
barren detail of fucts, whilo tho imoginatii 
aiit^in vain for tho flowery wr oaths of do 

tion. 
^ [U'\$ is a plaiuiblo oxcuso for thoso wl 
road only fnr amussimmt, aud aro willing 
sacrifloo reaion, and tho enlargement of th< 
minds, to tho gaud^^thantom ofa day.} but 
can novor bo satisfactory to tho porson, wl 
wishes to oombino utility with pleasure* a 
dignity with relaxation, 7T 

History improvositni understanding, ai 
furnuhos a knowledge of human nature ai 
human events, which n^ay bo useAil as w< 
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/ m ornamental through 1Kb. ^ M IlUtorj/ 1 I 
L says the lato eelobrated Gaugnnclli, "biimpu. | 
totffithflt jJl iiget and nil mankind in one point | 
oTview. Presenting a charming landicape 
to tho montal eyo, it givoa colour to the 
thoughts, soul to tho actions, and life to the 
dead ; and brings them upon tho stago of the 

C world, as if they wore again living ; but 
with this diflbronco, that it is not to flatter) but 
(o judge thorn." 

Tho duties and avocations of our sex will 
not often admit of a closo and connected 
courso of reading. Yet agonornl knowlodge 
of tho necessary subjocts may undoubtedly be 
gained even in our leisure hours ; provided 
wo bostow them not on works of mere tasto 
and fancy, but on tho perusal of books calcu- 
lated to enrich tho understanding with dura- 
ble acquisitions. 

Tho sincerost wishes for your health and 
happiness glow in tho breast of your affection- 
ate 

MATILDA FIELDING. 
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I To J/iii MARIA WILLIAMS. 

BOSTON. 
MY DEAR MARIA, 

Since I wroto you font, I havo mado an 
ngrooablo visit to my good Mend Sylvia Star. 
Allor rambling in tho fluids and gardons till 
wo woro futiguod, wo wont into hor brothor'a 
library. Ho was in a studious attitude, but 

• jravo us a polito reception. Wo aro eomo t 
Amintor, paid I. Do so kind as to furnish us ! 

i withsomo instructive pago, which combines/ 
cutortainmo jiLaiid utility ; and whilo it informs! 
the mind, dolights the imagination. I am nor 
happy onough to know your tasto respecting 

I books, said ho ; and therefore, may not mako 
• proper soloction. I lore, however, is an au- 
thor highly spoken of by a lady who has lately 

| added to tho number of litorary publications ; v 
handing mo Storno's Sontimontal Journoy. 
I closed and returned tho book. You liavo, ! 
indeed, mistakon,my taste, said I. Wit, blond- „ 
«d witkJndelicacy, nover meets my approbo- \ 
tion. LWhile the faney is allurod, and the 
passions awakoned. by this pathetic humourist, \ 
the foundation! or virtue aro insidiously un* \ 
dermiood, and modest dignity insensibly be- ] 
traytdn Well, said he, smilingly, perhapa you / 
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are seriously inclined. If to, this volume or 
sermons may possibly pleas* you. Still lets, 
rejoined I. The serious mind muni turn with 
disgust from the levity which pervades these 
discourses, end from the indecent flow of mirth 
and humour, which converts oven the sacred 
writings, and the most solemn subjects of re- 
ligion, into frolic and buffoonery. Since such 
is your opinion of this celebrated writer, said 
ho, I will not insult your foclings by ' offering 
you his Tristram Shandy. But hero is anoth- 
er wit, famous for his " purity." Yes y said I, 
if obscene and vulvar ideas, if ill-natured re* 
marks and filthy allusions by purity, Swift un- 
doubtedly bears the palm from all his contem- 
poraries. As far as grammatical correctness I 
and simplicity of language can deserve the | 
epithet, his advocates may oujoy thoir senti- I 
ments unmolested ; but in any other senso of \ 
the word, ho has cortaiuly no claim to " nuri- * 
ty." I concoivo his works, notwithstanding. • 
to bo much loss pernicious in their tendcnc). * 
than those of Sterne. They aro not so on- i 
chanting in thoir naturo, nor so subtle in their ! 
effects. In tho one, tho noxious insinuation* \ 
of licentious wit aro concealed under tho art- \ 
ful blandishments of sympathetic sonsibility ; I 
while we at onco recoil from the rude assault t 
which is made upon our delicacy, by the | 
roughness and vulgarity of tho other. } 

Choose then, said Amintor, for yourself 1 * 
availed my sol f of his oiler, and soon fixed my * 
eyes upon Dr. UolknupV History of Ne** i 
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Hampshire, and Amorican Biography ; both J 
of which i have since road with the greatest J 
satisfaction. 

By this judicious and impartial historian, 
wo aro lod from its first sottlcmont to traco 
the progress of tho infant colony, Wo accom- 
pany its inhabitants in their 0nt0rpri7.es, their 
dungors, their toils, and their succosscs. Wo 
calco an interest in their prosperity ; and wo 
tremble at tho dreadful outrages of the barba- 
rous foe, Our imagination is again recalled 
to tho gradual advanco of population and ag- 
riculture Wo behold tho wilderness bloom- 
ing as tho roso, and the haunts of savago 
beasts, and more savage men, converted into 
fruitl\il field* and pleasant habitations, Tho_ 
arts and scioncos flourish ; peaco and harmo- 
ny are restored; and wo are astonished at tho 
amazing contrast, produced in littlo moro than v 
a century. 

When wo return to tho American Biogra- 
phy, gratitude glows in our bosoms towards 
thoso intrepid and active advonturors, who 
travorsed a traekloss ocean, oxplored an un- 
known region, and laid tho foundation of om- 
piro and independence in this wostorn hemis- 
phere. Tho undaunted resolution, and cool, 
determined wisdom of Columbus, fill us with 
profound admiration. Wo aro constrained to 
pay a tributo of just applause to tho generos- 
ity of a female mind exemplified in Isabella! 
who, to surmount every obataclo^pobly con- 
noted to sacrifice even her personal orna-j 
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ments to the success of thii glorious expedi- 
tion.] 

The daring spirit of Captain Smith! and the 
prudence, policy and magnanimity of his con* 
duct to the treacherous natives, and to hi* 
equally treacherous and ungratcflil country* 
men, exhibit an example of patriotism and 
moderation, which at once command* our ap- 
plause, and interests our footings, While wo 
tromble and recoil at his dreadful situation, 
when bonding his neck to receive the murder- 

f ous stroke of death, the notice virtufs opt" 
sex suddenly reanimate our frame; and with 
sensations of rapturo, we behold compassion, 

/ boncvolcnoo, and humanity, triumphant even 
in a Huvage breast ; and cotiHpicuou*ly dm- 

v played in tho conduct of tho amiable though 
uncivilized Pocahontas ! Nor aro the other 
characters in this work uninteresting ; and I 
am happy to find that tho same masterly pen 
is still industriously employed for the public 

Sood;*and that a second volume of American 
liography is now in press. 
/ In reviewing this letter, I am astonished at 
/ my own presumption, in undertaking to play 
the critic. My imagination hus outstripped 
v my judgment ; but I will arrest its career, 
\ and subscribe myself most affectionately your*. 
SOPHIA MANCHESTER. 

•How vain are our expectations t While ihe types were 
tatting for thle very page, Dr. Belknap iuddeol/ eiplrtdi* 
a St.— Ptinttr . 
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To If!** ANNA WILLIAMS. 

Boston, 
diar anna, 

I RETiRED y after breakfast this morning, ' 
determined to indulge myself in my favorite 
amuscmont, and writo you a Ions letter. I 
had just mended my pon and folded my paper, 
when I was informed that throe ladies waited 
for me in the parlor. I stopped down and 

found Lucinda V , Flavia F , and 

Dolia 8 They wcro gaily dressed, 

and still more gaily disposed. " We called,'*-] 
•aid they, " to invito you, Miss Maria, to 1 
join our partv for a shopping tour." Loath 
to have the ideas dissipated, which I had col- 
lected in my proicranium, for tho purposo of 
transmitting to a beloved sister, I declined ac- 
cepting their invitation ; alleging that I had; 
nojocxoftioa ta purchase any thing to day;: 
and therefore begged to bo excused from ac-! 
companying them. They laughed at my rea* 
^san for not engaging in tho expedition, v 
^SJIuying," said their principal speaker, " is \ 
no considerable part of our plan, I assure you. \ 
Amusement is what we are after. Wo frank- | 
\y acknowledge it a delightful gratification of i 
oar vanity, to traverse CornhUl, to receive tho ' 
16* 
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\ obsequious congees, and to call forth the gal- 
lantry and activity of tho beaux, behind the 
counter; who, you mutt kn6w t "aro extremely 
alert when we belles appear. [The waving 
of our feathers, and the attractive airs we as- 
sume, command tho profoundest attention,both 
of master and apprentices ; who, duped by 
our appearance, suffer less brilliant custom- 
ers to wait, or even to depart without notice, 
till we havo tumbled, over and refused half 
I tho goods in tho ehopjWe then bid a vory civil 
1 adieu ; oxpross our regret at having given so 
; much trouble ; are assured in return that it 
< has been rathor a pleasure ^and leave them 
their trouble for their puius."j 

A most insignificant amusement this, said I 
to myself! I low little can it redound to tho 
honor and happiness of these unthinking 
girls, thus to squander their time in folly's 
giddy maze ! They undoubtedly wish to at- 
tract eclat; but they would do well to remem- 
ber those words of tho satirist, which, with the 
alteration of a single term, may bo applied 
tojhom. 

\ " Columbia'* daughters, much more fair than nice), 
1 Too fond of admiration, loto their price ! 
; Worn in tho public eye, give cheap delight 
_To throngs, and taruuth to the sutod sight.'* 

Tiewing their conduct in this light, I with- * 

stood their solicitations, though I palliated my [ 

refusal in such a manner as to give no urn- ? 

brage. I 
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Of all expedients to kill timo, this appears 
to mo, as I know it will to you, the most ridic- 
ulous and absurd. 

What possiblo satisfaction can result from 
such a practico ? It certainly fatigues the 
body \ and is it any advantage to the mind ? 
Docs it enlargo tho understanding, inspire 
ufloful ideas, or furnish a source of pleasing 
reflection ? Truo, it may gratify a vitiated ,' 
imagination, and oxhilarate u light and trifling ' 
mind. Dut theso ought to be restrained am J 
regulated by reason and judgment, rather than 
indulged. 

I wish those ladies, who mako pleasure the 
supreme object of their pursuit, and argue In 
vauiictition of their conduct, that 

" Pleasure ii good, and they for pleasure made," 

would confine themselves to that species 
which 

" Neither blushes nor esplres." 

Thedomostic virtues, if duly cultivated,! 
might certainly occupy those hours, which) 
they aro now solicitous to dissipate, both with! 
profit and delight. "But it is time enough to be 
domesticated/' say they, " when we are pla- 
ced at tho hoad of families, and necessarily 
i confined' to care and labor. 9 ' J 

Should not tho mind, however, be seasona- 
bly inured to tho sphere of life which Provi- 
dence assigns us? 



J 
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•» To grids the pencil, torn tk § iastr»ctive page I 
To lend mw flat or to tho ftaitftil year. 
And heighten nature's dainties j In their race 
To rear their graces Into second Ult| 
To mo society its highest Uito | 
Well-ordered homo nu'i beit delight to make; 
And, by submissive wisdom, modest skilly 
With •Terr gentle care eluding art, 
To raise the virtue*, animate the bliss* 
And sweeteu utl the toils of human life ; 
This be the female dignity and praise.** 

A proper attention to these necessary duties 
and embellishments! would not only correct 
this rambling disposition, but happily leave 
neither leisure nor temptation for its indul- 
gence. 

I intended to have given you some account 
of my agreeable visit here ; but the chit-chat 
of the ladies 1 have mentioned, liar occupied 
a large portion of my time this morning, and 
an engagement to dine abroad claims the 
rest. 

I hopo soon to embrace you in our beloved 
retirement, and again to enjoy tide sweets of 
my nutive liomo. v 

" Had I the choice of sublunary good, 

V/hut could I wish thut 1 (touts* nut there 1 

Health, leisure, means t' improve it, friendship, peace." 

Sly most dutiful affections await mamma ; 
and my kind regards attend the young ludics 
residing with her. How great a share of my 
ardent love is at your command, need not be 
renowedly testified. 

MA1UA WILLIAMS. 
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To Mia SOPHIA MANCHESTER. 

NfiWBURYPORT. 

Tub extracts which you transmitted to mo 
in your last letter, my dear Sophia, from your 
favorito author, Dr. Young, corresponded ex- 
actly with the solemnity infusod into my mind 
by tho funorol of a neighbor, from which I had 
just returnod. 

I agreo with you that tho Night-Thoughts 
aro good dovotional oxeroisos. It is impossi- 
ble to read them with that degree of attention 
which they morit, without being affected by 
tho importunt and awful subjocts on which 
they treat. But Young, after all, is always 
too abtruso, and in many instances too gloomy 
for mo. Tho most elaborate application is 
necessary to tho comnrohension or his mean* 
ing and design ; which when discovered often 
tend rather to depress than to clovato the 
spirits. 

Thompson is much better adapted to my 
taste. Sentiment) elegance, perspicuity and 
sublimity aro all combined in his Seasons. 
What an inimitable painter I How admirably 
ho describes tho infinitely variegated beauties 
and operations of nature I To the feeling and 
susceptible heart they are presented in the 
strongest light. Nor la the energy of bis Ian- 

i 
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guage lets perceivable, when ho describes the 
Deity riding on the wings of the wind, end di- 
recting the storm/ tempest, 

" How ehang'd tht toone I la Matin* height of aeon, 

Tho auti opprcee'd, la plunged in thielcoet gloom, 

Still horror relgna, a diimal twilight round, 

Of atruggllng uight and «Uy malignant wia'd, 

Far to tho hot equator crowding fUet, 

Whoro highly rurefyM, tht yielding air, 

Admita thoir atroam, inccneant vapoura roll, 

Amaaing clouda on clouda continual heap'd | 

Or whirrd tempeatuoua by the guatr wind, 

Or ailont, borno along, heavy! aud.eiow, 

With the big atorea of atreaming oceana charg'd: 

Mcuntimo, umid theae upper neu'a condene*d 

Around the cold aerial mountain'* brow. 

And by conflicting winda together daeh*d, 

The thunder holda hia block'tretncndou* throne, 

From cloud to cloud the rending lightning! rage ; 

Till in the furioua elemental war 

Dissolve the whole precipitittod nutee, 

Unbroken flood* and torronta poura." 

Conscious of our own weakness end depend* 
ence, wo can hardly fail to adoro and to fear 
that Divine Power, whoso agency this image- 
ry exhibits to our minds. Nor ur,o tho devout 
affections of our hearts less excited, when we 
behold the satno glorious Being arrayed in 
lovo, and accommodating tho regular succes- 
sion of summer and winter, seed time and har- 
vest to our convenience and comfort. When 
nature, obedient to his command, revives the I 
vegetable world, and diffuses alucrity and ' 
joy throughout tho animal, and even rational I 
creation, we involuntarily exclaim with the * 
poet, 
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*.' 
" Hail, sourck or briho I Uiuvkhsal loot 
Of heaven and earth ! Emkhtial Prisekck, hail I 
To Thke I bend the knee ; U Thick my thought* 
Continual climb; who, with a master hand, 
Hait ttio great whole into perfect ion touch'd. 
JlyTto.E various vegetative tribe*, 
Wrapt in a til my, not and clad with loaves* 
Draw tho live clhor, and imbibo the dow. 
By Turf: disposed into cogcimi foila, 
Ktands each attractive plant, and tucks, and ■well* 
The iuicy tido ; a twining mast of tubes. 
At 1 ii Y command, the vornat sun nwakea 
The torpid sup, dotrnded to the root 
Wy wintry winds j which now in fluent dance. 
And lively fermentation, mounting spreads 
All this inumcrous-colour'd sceno or things." 

Aided in our observation* by this pathetic 
and pious writer, our hearts beat responsive to 
the sentiments of gratitude, which ho indirect* 
ly,yet most Forcibly inculcates in that devout 
address to tho Supreme Parent : 

"—Were every fluttering tongue of man, 

Almighty Father I silent In thy praise, 

Thy works themselves would raise a general voice. 

Even in the depth of solitary wood*, 

By human foot untrod : proclaim the power, 

And to the quire celestial Thee rosound, 

TV eternal cause, support, and End of all !" 

By this beautiful poem wo aro allured to 
the study of nature, and to the contemplation 
of nuture's God. Our hearts glow with do-' 
votion and love to tho sovreign Cord and bene- 
factor of tho universe ; and we are drawn, by 
the innumerable displays of his goodness* to 
ibe practice of virtue and religion. 



A 
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You may. possibly call mo an oothusiast 
Be it so. Yet I contend Tor tba honor, but 
especially Tor the privilege, of being a cheer- 
ful one. For I think we dishonor our heaveo- 
W father by attaching any thing gloomy or 
forbidding to hie character. In this participa- 
tion of divine blessings, let us rather exercise 
a thankful, and contonted disposition. 

I remain your's most affectionately. 

CAROLINE LITTLETON, 



To Mr$. WILLIAMS. 

Boston, 
mar madam, 

Br her desire in conjunction with my own 
inclination, I inform you that Harriot Honly, 
is no more— — Yesterday she gave her hand, 
and renounced her name together; threw aside 
the sprightly girl we have been so long ac- 
customed to admire, and substituted in her 
place the dignified and respectable head of a 
family, in Mrs, Farmington, 

Have I not lost my amiable friend and i 
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date ! Will not her change of situation tend 
to lessen mir intercourse, and alienate our af- 
fections ?_J 

When I contemplate the soci al circ lo, so 
firmly cemented in tho bands of friendship, at 
the boarding school, where the most porfect 
harmony, easo and satisfaction presidod, I 
recoil at tho idea of becoming less dear, less 
interesting, and less necessary to each other. 
It is with the utmost reluctance that I admit J 
the idea of Rivals (a that affection and benevo- 
lenco which wo Tiavo, so long, and so sincere* j 
ly interchanged. 

The charm howevor is broken. Harriot is 
already marriod; and mv friends are cxtromo- 
ly solicitous that I should follow her example. 
But in a connexion which requires so many 
precautions! before it is formed, and such un- 
interrupted circumspection and prudonco af- 
terwards ; the great uncertainty of the ovent 
inspires mo. with timidity and apprehen- 
sion. 

Harriot put into mv hands, and I road with 
pleasure, the book which you recommended 
to her on the subject. But still we wished for 
your instruction and advice. The sentiments 
of a person so doar and interesting to us, are 
particularly calculated to engage our atten- 
tion,and influence our conduct. Relying, too, 
on your judgment and experience, your form- 
ing poo may render us more worthy objects of 
attachment. 
W«, however, unite in assuring you of cur 
It 
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gratitude for all pott favours; and in pa- 
tenting our sincere regards to the young la- 
dies. 

I am, with great respect, your affectionate 
and grateful 

LAURA GUILFORD. 



To Mi$$ LAURA GUILFORD. 

HaRMO!IY*OROV*. 
* DBAR LAURA! 

The obligations under which you lay me, 
by your generoua confidence, and affectionate 
expressions of regard, induce me again to a«- 
sumo the Preceptress towards you, and to 
gratify your wishes, by imparting my senti- 
ments on your present situation and pros- 
pects. 

I am told by my daughter, who had the hon- 
or of bearing your letter, that you are what I 
always expected you would be, an object of 
general admiration. Yet, 1 trust, your good 
sense will enable you duly to distinguish and 
treat the several candidates for your favor. 
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It is, indeed, my young friend, a matter of 
tho moat serious consoquence, which lies up- 
on your mind, and awakens your anxiety. 
Your friends aro studious of your welfare, and 
kindly concerned that ilio important dio on 
which the happiness of your lifo depends, 
should be judiciously cust. * You doubtless ro- 
membcr, that I discoursed upon this subject in 
my concluding lessons to your class. 

Disparity of tempers, among other things 
which were then suggested, and which 
you will doubtless recollect, was represented, 
a* tending to render life uncomfortable. But 
there are other disparities which may bo equal- 
ly hostile to your peace. 

Disparity of years is very apt to occasion 
tho indulgence of passions destructive of con- 
jugal felicity. The great difference between 
the sprightly vivacity, and enterprise of youth, 
and the deliberate caution, phlegmatic cold- 
ness, and sententious wisdom of age render 
them very unpleasant companions to each oth- 
er Marriage bctwoon persons of these oppo- 
site descriptions is commonly the result or pe- 
cuniary motives, with one party, at least : the 
suspicion of this, in the othor, must necessari- 
ly produce discontent, uneasiness, and disaf- 
fection. 

Age is naturally jealous of respect, and ap- 
prehensive of being slighted. Tho most trifling 
and unmeaning inattentions will therefore be 
construed amiss. For an excessive desire of 
being objects of supreme regard it almost in- 
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variably acoompaoied with a strong persuasion 
of being tha ravane. Hence accusations, ra- 

5 roaches and restraints) on tha ona side, pro* 
uca disgust, resentment and alienation on 
the other) tilLmutual and unceasing wretched- 
s ness ensue. Indeed) where interest alone) 
! without this inequality of years, is the princi- 
pal inducement) marriage is seldom happy. 
Etftoem and love are independent of wraith 
and its appendages. They are not to be sold 
or boughtT~)Tho conjugal relation is so near 
and interesting , tho mind as well as the person 
is so intimately concerned in it, that something 
more substantial and engaging than gold is 
requisite to mako it a blessing. 

MarriagO) being the commencement of a 
domestic life, beside the many agreeable cir- 
cumstances attending it, has its peculiar cares 
and troubles which require tho solace of a 
companion actuated by bettor principles, and 
possessod of more amiablo endowments than 
outward splendor and magnificence can af- 
ford. [ In tho hour of sickness and distress, 
richoslt is truo, can boatow bodily comforts 
and cordials; but can they bo mado an equiv- 
alent for tho tender sympathy^ tho endearing 
kindness, and the alleviating attention^ of a 
bosom friend, klndty assiduous to oaso our 

J tains, animnto our prospocts, and beguile tho u 
anguid mojnont* which eludo all other con- I 
[ solutions frjTho sorrows as woll as the joys of J 
| a fumily state, aro often such as none but a £ 
| bosom friond can participate. Tho heart 

j 
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must bo engaged beforo it can reposo with / 
oaso and confidence. To a lady of sonsibili- 7 
ty, tho confinement of tho body, without tho 
consent fimhunton of according minds, must 
be a state of inexpressible wretchedness. -^ 

Another situation, not lessto be deplored, is 
a connexion with tho immoral and profane. 

How shocking must it be, to hear that sa- 
cred name, which you revere and love, con- 
stantly troated with lovity and irreverence * 
And how painful the nccesssity of being con- 
strained, ror the sake of pcaco,towitness in nt- 
lcnco,nnd without ovon the appearance of dis- 
approbation, tho mo*t shameful outrages upon 
religion and virtuo ! May you never tusto tho 
bitterness of this evil. 

Intempcrnnco is a vice, which one would 
imngino no lady would overlook in a suitor. 
Rut, strange to tell ! thcro are thoso even a- 
mong our own sex, who think and speak of in- 
ebriation in 'tho other, at the jwinl and well 
furnished board, a* a mark of conviviality and 
good fellowship. 

How degrading and bow dreadful must this 
enormity appear to an interested, affect tanuto \ 
and virtuous wife ! What agonizing pangs of } 
mortification and anguish must sho enduro, " 
when she meets htm, tn whose society sho de- 
lights; whose return she*has anticipated with 
impatience, and whose happiness and honor 
are the moving springs of nor life, intoxicated 
with wine; tho powers of his mind suspended 
by tho poisonous cup; and evory faculty ab- 
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■orbed in the deadly draught f What a per- 

Cotual source of dreacT and apprehension mutt 
enoe ariae; and how often must the blush of 
indignant virtue and wounded delicacy bo cal- 
led forth. } 

The gamester is an equally dangerous com* 
panion. His family is robbed, not only of his 
company and his talents, but of that proper* 
ty, to the benefit of which they have an indis- 
putable claim. His earni ngs are squandere d 
among worthless and profligate associates 
abroad; whilo the fruitful partner of his life, 
and perhaps, too, a rising offspring, languish 
at homo for want of bread! 

How fatal is tho tendency of such examples! 

How can that father inculcate the duties of 

. piety, virtuo and decency, who exhibits the 

reverso of each in his own conduct ? And 

under what an unspeakable disadvantage, 

I must that mother labor, in the instruction and 

I education of nor children, whose admonitions, 

I counsels, and directions aro practically coun- 

i toractcd by him who ought to bear an equal 

share of tho burden ! Tho government and 

superintendence of a family uro objects of such 

magnitude aud importance, that tho union and 

co-operation of its heads aro iiidinjicuanhly 

necessary. It is a littfo commonwealth; and 

if internal feuds and dissent ions 'arise, anarchy 

and confusion must ensue. 

Domestic happiness is tho foundation of 
evory other species. At times, indeed, we 
may enjoy oursolves abroad, among our friends 
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—but a good hoort will return home, at to the 
•eatoflclicity. 



-Home If the retort 



Of lore, of joy, of ponce and plenty, where 
Supporting nnd eupported, pulinh'd frionde 
Aim! deer relatione mingle Into bttei." 

Sinco 00 much, tbon, doponds upon a judi* 
cious choice, how important is it. that you ex- 
amino woll.beforoyou docido; and that you die* 
pcmo with no quality in tho man to whom you 
shall givo your hand, which is essential to tho 
virtuo and hapninoss of your life For thiol 
purposo, consult your iudgmont rather than I 
your fancy; and suflor not superficial ac-l 
complishmentS| but solid merit to prepondo-J 
rate. 

I havo now endeavored to point out the 
most apparent and threatening dangers to 
which you maybe exposed. But though these 
are avoided, many unforeseen accidents will 
doubtless occur to cloud your sanguine hopes. 
Those, whon there are no vices to pro* 
duce them, may ariso from follies, and from 
the indulgence of erroneous expectations. 
Little misunderstandings sometimes occasion 
disagreements which terminate in coldness 
and disaffection, and plant a root of bitterness 
which can hardly bo eradicated. 

Let prudence, thorefore, be your pole-star, 
when you enter tho married state. Watch 
with the greatest circumspection over your- 
self; and always exercise the tendereat afleo- 
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turn, the most unwearied patience, and the 
most choerftil acquiescence in the treatment of 

(our companion. Guard especially against 
oing affected by thoso little inattentions and 
foibles, which too often give Jptfin and urn* 
brago without dosign ; and produce those re- 
monstrances, criminations, and retorts, which 
aro the "great inlets of strife, aad bane of 
love. 

You must boar with calmnoss, every thing 
that tho sincorost dosiro of poace can 
dictate ; and studiously) avoid ovcry^ extras* 
/ sion, and even look, which may irritate and 
v oil o ml, Your own happiiic*u, you will con- 
wider so intimately connected with that of your 
husband, us to bo inseparable ; and conse- 
quently, that all your hopes of <g6mfoit in this 
life, and porhnps too, in tho next, depend upon 
your conducting with propriety and windom 
towards him. 

I tako the liberty, through you, to convoy 
my eongrntulations'to Mrs. Pnrmington. May 
her change of condition bo happy, to the 
full extent of our most sanguino expectations, 
and bcncvolont wishes. 1 fully htended writ- 
ing her on tho subject, but having unwarily 
bestowed so much time upon you, that for the 
present, I must forego tho pleasure. Home 
things in this letter, which you will doubtlcus 
communicate, are applicable to her com*. 
These she will receive us friendly hints from 
mo ; and I am confident that her known dis- 
cretion will continue to shed a benign and en- 
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gaging influence upon her whole deportment 
t nd re nde r he r unifo rmly respected and bclov- 
ed. 

The bearer is waiting, and I can only add, 
that I remain your sincere and affectionate 
friend. 

MART WILLIAMS. 



To m$$ CLEORA PARTRIDGE. 

Borrow. 

DEAR CLEORA, 

Tho pleasing hopo with which you inspired 
I mo, whon we parted last, of receiving a visit 
from you in town, has boon constantly cher- 
* ished. I havo anticipated ypur arrival with 
the utmost impatienco; but havo endeavored, 
notwithstanding, to beguile the slow-paced 
hours by a useful and pleasing occupation \ 
the rovisionof my geographical studies. 

My papa ha* kindly procured me Doctor 
Morse f s last and much improved edition of 
Universal Geography, which with the assis- 
tance of a pair of globes he possessed, bar 
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afforded mo tho moil dolight Ail entertainment. 
Whon at sohool, I thought this tho most a- 
greeable study allotted mo ; novor dooming it 
o task, but an amusement. 

It aflbrds me, as it mutt every true Ameri- 
can, tho stncorest pleasure to bo furnished 
with tho melons of acquiring this favorite sci- 
ence, by my own countryman ; and tho spirit 
of Columbian independence exults in my bo- 
som, at the idea of boing able to gain an accu- 
rate acquaintance with my own and other 
countries, without recourse to the labors of i 
foreigners. J 

I think the present generation aro under s 
special obligations to the active industry of Dr. f 
Morse, in providing us with that necessary ! 
and rich fund of information, which his Gc- J 
\~~ography and Gazcteer contain. From those ) 
sources we may derive a sufficient knowledge J 
of the world wo inhabit, without departing 
-from our domestic sphere. 

Como thon, my dear Cloora, and without 
(htiguc or expense, we will make tho tour of 
the globe together. After investigating the 
local situation of different and distant climes, 
wo will turn to the historic page, and examine 
the manners, government, character and im- I 
provements of their inhabitants. Wo will J 
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travcrso the frozon wastes of the frigid zones, 
and the burning snnds of the equatorial re- , 
gion; then return and bless tho temperate * 
and happy medium in which we aro placed ; 
nod casting an eye around, exult in our pe- ' 
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culiar advantages of toil and situation! peace 
and good government, virtue and religion. 

The fine mornings of this season afford 
many dolightful hours, before the boat of the 
day relaxes the mind and enervates the bodv. 
Come, then, enjoy and improve these, in 
concert .with your faithfti) and .affectionate 
frisod, 

JULIA GREENFIELD. 



To Mi$$ MATILDA FIELDING. 

Hahmonv-ohovi. 

dear matilda, 

Last Thursday, after having concluded the 
usual occupations and sodentary amusements 
of tho day, I walked out, towards ovonlng, to , 
enjoy tho bonofit of a coo) and fragrant air. i 
and tho serenity and beauty of those rural ) 
scenes which have a powerful tondency to j 
sogtho and tranquillize tiio mind. When I bad 
rambled in tho fields to a considerable dis- 
tance, I erossod into the road, to return home 
free flrora the inconvenience of the dew, which 
bad begun to fall. 
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I hid not proceeded far, when I observed a 
ft male, who hid tho appearanoe of youth ind 
misfortune, sitting by tho wall in i pensive 
attitude, with in Fnlhnt in hor lap. Whon I 
approached hor, sho arose, and in tho most 
humble and pathetic accents, besought mo to 
direct her to some shelter, where she might 
repoao hor woury limbs for tho night. Tho 
aspoct and language of distress awakonod ray 
compassion. To . know sho really needed 
charity, was a sufiiciont inducement with me 
to bestow it, without scrupulously inquiring 
whether sho doservod it or not. I therefore 
told hor to follow mo, and I would conduct 

Iher to a lodging. 
As wo walked on, I questioned her respect- 
ing tho placo of hor nativity, her parentage, 
and the reason of her being reducod to tho 
situation in which I had found Jier*. She in- 
formed me that sho was born jifr Irola ndj that 
her parents brought hor intoUiia country be- 
fore her romombrance ; that while iho was 
very young, thoy both died, and left hi r to the 
protection and mercy of strangers ; that she 
was bandiod otto from anothor, in tho village 
where Providonco had cant hor lot, till »ho 
was ablo to earn hor own living : " and sinco 
. that timo," said she, " I beliovo the charac- 
, tor of an honest and industrious girl will not 
t be rofuscd me." How then, said I, como 
you by this incumbrance ? pointing to the 
child. "In that," repliod she, " 1 am vory 
guilty. Drought up in ignorance of those 
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principles of doconcy, virtuo, and roligion, 
which have kept you innocent, Madam, I was 
r uined by a doccitful . ma^, who, under the 
mask orlovo, and with the most solemn prom- 
ises of marringo, betrayed my confiucnco, 
and left mo to reap tho bitter fruits of my 
credulity. Tho \romjuv where I lived, when 
she discovered my situation, ordered me to 
leave her house immediately. It was no mat- 
tcr, said she, how much I suffered, or what 
becamo of mo. On mv own head, she told 
me, my iniquity should fall ; she would not 
lighten the burden, if it wero in her power. 

44 Some of tho neighbors informod mo, 
that she had reason to bo severe upon my 
fault, being once in tho same condemnation 
herself. 

11 Having no friend who could assist mo, I 
applied to the solcctmen of the town, who pro- 
vidcd-fer mo till I was ablo to work, and then 
told me I must shift for myself; offering, how- 
ever, to keep the child, which I refused, be- 
ing determined that it should nevor suffer 
forwent of a mother's care, while I had life. 

44 1 om now wandering in pursuit of employ- 
ment, that tho labor of mv hands may support-/ 
myself and little one. This has been often 
denied me, either for fear my child should bo 
troublesome) or because my character was 
suspected. I have sometimes suffered so 
much from fatigue aud want, that I have des- 
paired of relief; and heartily wished both my- 
self and babe in the grave.* 
18 



306 THE 10 AUDI. 10 SCHOOL, 

On examination! I found her knowledge 
confined entiroly to domestic drudgery \ that 
•he had never boon taught either to read or 
write. She appears! notwithstanding, to have 
good natural sense ; and a quickness of ap- 
prehension! and readiness of expression! sel- 
dom equaliod in her sphoro of lit e. 
^ I conducted her into tho kitchen, and de- 
sired she might have supper and a bed provi- 
ded for hor. My mamma! whose benevolent 
heart and liberal hand are always ready to re- 
lievo tho necessitous! was plensod to approve 
my conduct; and having kept hor through the 
next day, and ^observed -her— deposition and 
behaviour! Uirod hor as a servaaP; and we 
havo roason to believe, fVmn hor apparent fi- 
delity and gratoful exertions, that our kind- 
ness will bo well ropaid. I havo oven extend- 
! ed my chaxitx furthor, and undertaken to teach 
j her to read. She is very tractable ; and I 
^expect to bo amply rewarded for my labor, by 
hor improvomonts. 

Indeed, Matilda, it is melancholy to see our £ 
fellow-creatures reared up, HUo tho brute ere* » 
ation ; neither instructed how to live above 
their animal appetites, nor how to die as Chris- 
tians! when they havo finished their toilsome 
career ! 

This girl is only soventoon. Hor age, 
therefore, as well as hor docility and submis- 
siveness, encourago tho planning hope of re- 
storing hor to the paths of rectitude and peace 
I shall ondoavor, as opportunity offers, to in- 
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mil into hor suseoptiblo mind, the principio* 
or virtue nnd religion ; and, perhaps, I may 
lead her to the love and practieo of both, nnd 
render her a useful member of society. Hor 
fnto impresses inoro forcibly than over, on 
my mind, the importance of a good education, 
and tho obligations it confers. Had you or 
1 been subjected to tho siimo ignorance, and / 
tho same temptations, who can say that wo 
should havo conducted bettor? How manyN 
fall for want of tho directing hand of that / 
parental lovo and friendship, with which we / 
are blessed f Contrasting our situation with \ 
hers, how much have wo to account for, and \ 
how inoxcusablo shall wo be, if wo violate our J 
duty, and forfeit our dignity, as reasonable 
creutures. 

That cxtremo bitterness and acrirfiony, 
which is sometimes indulged against persons 
who aro unhappily seduced from the way of 
virtue, may operato as a discouragement to all 
designs and endeavors to regain it ; whereas, 
tho soothing^ voice of forgivoncss^ and the 
consequent prospect oThcing restored la rep- 
utation and usefulness, might rouse the atten- 
tion, aruTcnll forth tho exertions of some, at 
-4ecst,;~wha through despair of retrieving their- 1 
tftfiiractors, abandon themsolves to vice, and 
adopt a course, alike disgraceful to their sex, 
and to human nature. 

But though I advocate the principles at 
philanthropy and jOhriitisn charity, as ex* 
tending to some very, special cases, I am far 
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"from supposing this ftalt generally capable of 
the least extenuation. Whatever allowance 
may be made for those, whose ignorance oc- 
casions their ruin, no excuse can be offered 
for others, whose education, and opportunities 
for knowing the world and themselves, have 
taught them a better lesson. 

I need not, however, be at the pains to en- 
force this truth upon you : and, as my head 
is so full of the subject, that I have no dispo- 
sition to write upon any thing else, I will 
put an end to this incoherent scroll, by annex- 
ing the name of your sincere and faithful 
friend, 

MARIA WILLIAMS. 



ToMiu CAROLINE LITTLETON. 

Bostoh. I 

DIAft CAROLINE, I 

Haffbnino to be in mjr chamber, this morn- I 
log, the maid came running up stairs in such I 
violent haste, as to put herself fairly out of 
breath. Will you be so kind, Miss Sophia, said 
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•he, as to lend mo a quarter or a dollar i I 
put my hand into my pocket, and found I had J 
no small change. I have nothing loss than a 
dollar, Susan, said I ; but if it is a matter of 
consequence to you, I will go to my mamma, 
and procure it for you. She was loath to give 
me that troublo ; but, if I would, it would 
really oblige her very much indeed. Her so* 
licitudo excited my curiosity. Will you in- 
form mo what you want it for ? snid I. 
yes ; she believed it was no harm— But there 
was a woman in tho wood-houso who told for- 
tunes ; and alio wished to know hers, hut 
could not without tho money. A woman who 
tells fortunes ! said I. What fortunes ? tho 

SQst or tho future ? Tho future, to bo sure, 
lu'am, replied she. Ay, how does she know 
them ? said I. Has sho been let into the se- 
cret designs of Providence ? or can she di- 
vine the mysteries of fate ? Sho tells fortunes 
by cards, Ma'um, said she ; and I really be- 
lieve she tells truo. Can you imagine, said I 
that a knowledge of your destiny in life, is to ' 
bo gained from any possible arrangement of 
a puck of cards ) * W hy not Ma'am ? Many 
pooplo have boon told exactly what was to 
happen. You may depend on it, Susan, said 
I, you are deceived. The Almighty who din* 
poses all events according to his sovereign 
pleasure, does not unveil Aiturity to mortals, 
especially to such mortals, who by an idle, 
vicious courso of life, counteract his laws, and 
disregard his authority. I would willingly 
•18 
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Sire you the money, twice told, if you needed 
; but I oannot content to your bei ng impos- 
ed on bjTfhts worthless vagrant* who has~~ 
no othor design than to<pick your pocKe]fc> 

Tho girl departed at those words; and 
though I (bit an emotion of regret at refuting 
to gratify her, yet my reason and conscience 
forbad my being accessary to tho fraud. 

Thii curiosity to oxploro tho hidden coun- 
sels of tho Mont High, prevails not only a- 
tnong sorvants, but ovon many from whom 
bettor things might bo expected, aro under its 
infatuating influence. 

Tho Supromo Doing has, for wiso and be- 
nevolont roasons, concealed from us tho future 
incidonts of our lives. A humble rolianco on 
his power and goodnoss, nccompaniod with a 
choorful submission to the dispensations of his 
providonco, is what tho Lord our God requir- 
ed of us. 

[ have heard my mamma relate an anecdote 
of a particular friond of hers, who was impos- 
ed on very seriously in this way. 

A gentleman, whom I shall call Sylvandcr, 
was vory deeply in lovo with hor ; but his 
person, and, much moro, his disposition and 
mannors, wore extremely disgusting to hor. 
Avorso to the very idea of a connexion with 
him, she accordingly refused his addresses. 
Yet he had art sutlicient to interest her friends 
in his behalf j who, pitying his situation, en- 
deavored to softon tho heart of tho obdurato 
fair. But in vain they strove to conciliate 
her affections. 
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In defiance of all opposition, however, he 
intruded his visits, till she reluctantly admitted 
them ; and being somewhat coquetish, she at 1 
times received him more benignly; which— 1 
flattered his hopes of ultimately accomplishing 
his wishes. Finding his ardent suit of but ' 
liltlo avail, and perceiving that he made but > 
small progross towards gaining her favor, he 
had rccourso to art. Surprising her one day 
in close confabulation with a fortune-teller, 
the idea immediately struck him, that he 
might effect, through this mean, what all his 
assiduity and solicitations could nevor insure. 
Ho communicated his plan to a female friend, 
who was equally the confident of both parties. 
Directed by htm, she conversed with Sylvia 
on the subject; professed her bolief in the 
skill of these jugglers; and appeared desirous 
of taking this measure to learn her fate. Syl- 
via joined in her opinion and wishes ; and 
away they tripped together on the important 
errand. Meanwhile, Sylvandcr had been to 
tho follow who was to reveal their destinies^ 
and, bribing him to favor tho design, loft him; 
instructed what answers to mako to their inter- 
rogations. 

They arrived and proposod their business. 
Tho mediums of information, a pack of cards, 
were brought forth, and mysteriously arrang- 
ed. Sylvia's curiosity was on tip-toe. She 
listened with profound attention to his oracu- 
lar wisdom ; and believed him really inspired 
when he told her that ber former lover, for 
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whom she bid a sreat regard,waa geno to a for- 
eign country. This she know to bo true and 
therefore gave him a foil credence, whan ho 
added, that ho would never live to return \ 
and when he proceeded atlll farther to observe 
that another gentleman of great merit now 
courted her ; that she. was not fond of his ad- 
dresses, but would soon see his worth and her 
own error, and give him her hand, and be 
happy. 

In short, he so artfally blended the past and 
present, which she knew, with the future 
which Bylvander wished, und had therefore 
dictated, that she was firmly persuaded that 
ho dcult with some invit»iblo power, and that 
fute had indeed predefined her to the arms of 
Hylvuuder. Convinced of this, kIio attended 
to hi* overtures inoro placidly, contemplated 
his porHon and endowments with less avemion, 
and endeavored to reconcile herself to tho un- 
avoidable event. 

This die effected ; nnd not long after, ho 
obtuitiod hor in marriage, and triumphed in tbo 
success of Inn duplicity. 

In process of time hor other lover returned. 
Disappointment and despair presided in his 
brcuHt. Ho t?aw Sylvia, upbraided her with 
hor incontttuncy, and declared himself utterly 
ruined. Pity and returning love operated in 
her mind, and rendered her completely wretch- 
ed. Hbo moHt severely condemned her own 
folly, in listening to the dictates of a misgui- 
ded curiosity ; and acknowledged horself ju*t- 
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ly punUhed, for presuming to pry in the secret 
doaigns of I leaven. 

Thofto strolling protenderstoforoknowlodge 
are peculiarly dangerous to the weak-minded 
and credulous part of the community ; and 
how it happens that they are encouraged, is 
to me inconceivable. Did they actually give 
the information thoy promise, how much 
reason should we have to avoid them t How 
many sources of griof would bo opened, by 
the anticipation of future evils, of which now 
we have no apprehonsion t and how often 
should we be deprived of the consolatory hope 
of a speedy deliverance from present suffer- 
ing*. 

With every sentiment of respect and affeo- 
tioO| I am most sincerely yours. 

SOPHIA MANCHESTER. 



To MUi ANNA WILLIAMS. 

Boston 

dear anna) 

A most melancholy and distressing event 
has spread a gloom over the face of the me- 
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tropolis. Every heart heaves the sympatliet- 
ie sigh, and every eye drops the tear of re* 

{ret. The very sudden death of Doctor 
larke, who was seized with an apoplectic fit, 
in the midst of his sermon, yesterday after- 
noon, and expired this morning, is a subjoct of 
universal lamentation. 

Not only wo, who had the happiness to sit 
under his ministry, and to enjoy his particular 
friendship and attention, but the whole town ; 
and, indeed, the public at large have sustain* 
ed a great loss in his departure. Amiable in 
his disposition, engaging in his manners, 
and benevolent in his whole deportment, 
he conciliated the affections of every class. 
His talents as a scholar, philosopher, and 
divine, commanded the respect of the most 
judicious and learned ; while the elegance, 
perspicuity and delicacy of his style, joined 
with tho undisscmblcd seriousness of his man- 
nor, rendered him uniformly acceptable to the 
devout. In every condition and relation of 
life, he was exemplary as a Christian; and as 
a preacher, an air of persuasion invariably ac- 
companied him, which arrested the attention 
of the most heedless auditors. 



-" lly him, in strains at sweet 



At angels uyo, the t'Ofpol whisper'd peace. 
Grave, eimplo and sincere .* in language plain t 
And plain in manner. Dccont, solemn, chaste 
And natural in gesture. Much tmpresuM 
Himself as conscious of his awful charge, 
And anxious mainly that the flock he fed 
Might feel it too. Affectionate ia look. 
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And tender in addrent, ts well become* 
A messenger of grace to guilty men." 

llo was particularly attraotivo to young 
people. While ho charmed their car, ho con- 
vinced thoir understanding and oxcited them 
to tho lovo and practico of virtue 

A striking example of this occurred somo 
years ago, which I will tako tho liberty to re- 
late, lie preached in a neighboring churchy 
on thoso words. u She that livcth in plcasuro 
as dead while she livoth. ,,# , In this discourse^ 
be painted thoso allurements of ploasuro which 
surround the young and gay; moro especially 
of our sex, in tho most just and lively colours. 
He reprosented y in pathetic, engaging and rc- 
finod language, tho snares to which they are 
exposed, and tho most probablo means of es- 
caping them. Ho exhibited with all their 
attractions, the native charms of virtuo, and 
pourtrayed vice in its truo doformity. Ho de- 
scribed in tho most animating terms, tho res- 
pectability, usefulness, and happiness of thoso 
who undoviatingly adhere to tne path of rec- 
titude and innocence ; and with tne most en- 
ergetic and nflcctionato tenderness, warned 
the youth to avoid tho devious walks of vice) 
and dissipation. 

A number of young ladies, who had been 
his hearers, happening to bo togothor in the 
evening, united in tho wish to express thoir 
gratitude to him ; but not having a personal 

• I Timothy, v. f . 
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acquaintance with him, could devise do bet- , 
tor method than writing. 

The following anonymous letter wm ac- 
cordingly penned by one of the company, and 
privately conveyed to the Doctor, at the re- 
quest of all. 



Bostojv. 
"RavanBito sir, 

# ?Tna well known candour of your dispo- 
sition, and your apparent zeal for the promo- 
tion of religion and virtue, embolden ua to 
flatter ourselves that you will pardon this 
method of convoying to you our sincere and 
united thanks for your very seasonable, ju- 
dicious, and useful discourse, delivered last 
Sunday morning, at our meeting. 

" It is much to be lamented, that the de- 
pravity of the ago is such, as to render ser- 
mons of this naturo just and noccssary ; and 
it is almost matter of equal regret, that we 
have so seldom opportunities of boing benefit- 
ted by them. ° 

That wo oftcner hear than receive instruc- 
tion, is a truth which canneithor bo denied or 
ovaded ; and can only be accounted for, by 
that passionate fondness for pleasure, which 
prevails to such a degree of enthusiasm, as 
to precipitate its votaries into whatever pre- 
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sent* itfolf undor this deluding aspect, with- 
out considering whothor it be durable or fleet- 
ing. 

11 It it certainly • most humiliating reflec- 
tion, that our sex ^ which is tho female) should 
over take more pains to gain tho qualification* 
of agreeable triflors than of rational frionds ; 
or be inoro anxious to becomo amusing, than 
useful companions. But sir, does not such 
conduct in ladios too ofton rocoivo tho most 
flattering oncouragement from tho gentlemen? 
I low seldom is intrinsio morit distinguished : 
and the sorious, prudont fomale preferred 
even by those who stylo thomselves men of 
sense and penetration, to the airy! flaunting 
coquette t 

44 The constant attention which is paid to 
those who make the gayest appearance, and 
, the applauso which is lavished upon her who 
has tho largest portion of extoroaljf races and 
fas hiona ble embellishments, induce many who"! 
cntortain tho good natured desire of pleasing to / 
bestow more of their time and care on the cul- ' 
tivation of those superficial accomplishments, 
which they find necessary to render them ac- 
ceptable to most circles in which they fall, than 
upon the acquisition of those substantial virtues 
which they daily sea neglected and ridiculed; 
though at the same time, perhaps they are coir-" 1 
vincod of the superior satisfaction which ths> 
latter would afford. 

" But it it needless for one sex to criminate 
the other. Wo allow, that, generally speak- 
19 
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iog, ther are equally to blame. In this in- 
stance, however, as die male assume the pre- 
rogative of superior judgment and iatelleetual 
abilities, they ou^ht to prove the justice of 
r their claim by sotting nobler eiamplos, and by 
endeavoring to rolorm whatever tends to 
vitiate the taste and corrupt the morals of so- 
ciety. 

14 Tot. aAer all. the evil cannot be effectual- 
ly remedied, but by the concurrent exertion* 
of both; and we are humbly of opinion, that if 
this reformation were more frequently incul- 
cated from the pulpit, in the delicate, engaging 
and pious manner of the discourse which now 
exeitos our gratitude to you, and our resolu- 
tions to conduct accordingly, it would be effi- 
cacious in bringing about so desirable an 
event. 

<( We entreat your pardon, Reverend Sir, 
for the freedom, prolixity, and errors of this 
epistle. 

"Though personally unknown to you, we 
doubt not you will readily grant it, when we 
assure you, that wo are actuated by a sincere 
regard to the interosts of religion and morality, 
and by a grateful sense of your exertions in 
the glorious cause. 

" Tho united sentiments of a number of 
young ladies, who heard and admired your 
sermon, last Sunday morning, are expressed 
above. 

Rev. John Clarke." 
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It ii much to bo regretted that Doctor 
Clarke did not publish more of his literary la- 
bours. 

The universal approbation bestowed upon 
those, which ho suubrod to soe tho light, is an 
unequivocal evidence of his merit! as an au- 
thor. His " Letters to a Student in the U- 
niversitv of Cambridge.' 1 are written in a 
most ploasing style, and: contain instruction 
and advice of which no person in pursuit of a 
public oducation ought to be ignorant. His 
" Answer to the question, Whv arc you a 
Christian? 9 ' which has already had three edi- 
tions in Boston, and three in England, is one 
of the best compondiums of the ext ernal and 
internal nvidnncQ* of our holjriQliflion x oxtont. 
It is plain and intelligible to the Towost capa- 
city and may enablo every one, without much 
study, to give a reason for the hope that is in 
him. 

From these apooimens we may form an 
opinion of what the world has lost by his early 
exit. 

I shall make no other apology for the length 
of this letter, than the interest whioh I feel 
in the subject ; and this, I am persuaded, you 
will deem sufficient. s 

My affectionate regards wait on your mam- 
ma and sister, while I subscribe myself yours 
most sincerely, 

JULIA GREENFIELD. 
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I 

| BlVBRLY. • 

PSAft CLIORA, 

The ehortneae of time it a very common 
subject of complaint ; but I think the misuse 
of it. a much moro juat ona. Ita value ia cer- 
tainly underrated by thoae who indulge them* 
seWee in morning sloth. 

Sweety indeed, ia the breath of morn ; and 
after the body haa been refreshed by the re- 
atoring powor of sloop, it ia peculiarly pre- 
pared to procure and participate the pleaaurea 
of the mind. The jarring passions are then 
eomposod, and the calm oporationaof reason 
aucceod of courao ; while 

It m. .i n . ■■■ OtntU fftlM, 

Funning their odorlftroui wingt. dUpsnft 
Nutlvo porfomof, and whbptr whtn ihoy tteU 
Thcit balmy ipoib." 

The morning ia undoubtedly a aoason, of 
all othors, most favorable to uaoful exertions. 
Those, therefore, who lose threo or four hours 
of it, in slumboring inaction, mako a volunta- 
ry sacrifice of the boat part of thoir oxistencc. 
I rose to-day, not with the sun, but with the 
dawn \ and after taking a few turns in the gar- 
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don, rotirod to the summer-house. This you 
know in q favorito hour with mo. 

*• To mo be nature'* volumo broad diaplay'd | 
And to poruae ill alMnatrueting page, 
Or, haply catching inspiration thence, 
Some eaiiy parage rantur'd to translate, 
My solo delight; •• thro* tho falling glooms, 
Penslvo 1 stray, or with tho rising dawn 
On fancy's eagle wing oioursivo soar." 

Having a momorandum book [and pencil in 
ray pocket, I descend from tho lofty heights 
to which tho immortal bard, my bolovod 
r Thompson, had insensibly raisod my imagina- 
'' tion, to the humble strains of simple rhyme, in 
order to communicate my sensations to you. 
Thoso I oncloso, without attempting " to tell 
you, either in prose or vorse, how affection* 
ately I am yours. 

MATILDA FIELDING. 

The morning dawns, tho russet grty 
Slowl v avoids tho opening day : 
Receding from tho suing oyo, 
• Tho misty thadet of twilight fly. 
Tho ruddy streaks of light appear, 
To guldo our woitorn hemisphere | 
Whilo tuneful choiro ropppnsWc Join 
To praise tho gracious PowV Divine, 
Whoto mlghtyhsnd with sov'rolgn sway, 
Restores, alternate, night and day. 

Hail, opening morn t thy sober rays 
Demand tho contemplative gate i 
Unnumber'd beauties please tag tight, 
And giro tho mortal oyo dolight. 

Odawnf thyaomhro Aadotllotol 1 
With the* la solitude III rove i 
19* 
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Walk naaHa tspanaivs ffraa Um miad 
Te lasts lay tJaasvf aa nassntn'd* 

i Hsts ftaa ftm ftuaWi srtlkl jams, 
BsnavoTanos tas besom waanai 

' PsYfuulva virtu* aharaw tas souli 
And rsaaoa's laws alone eontrol. 

Let ethers, teat in tloth forego 
The Joys thy early hours bettow i 
Thy tophy** (ar more eweeti diepesss, 
Than Aoranus yield to drowiy mom ! 

Mild at the beeme of radianee ehlae» 
May piety my powere refine : 
Pure as the mlmio poarli, that fproad 
Their liquid boautiaa o*er iha mead t 
And like yon riaiuf orb of day, 
May witdon fuide my dubious way. 



To Mi$$ MATILDA FIELDING. 

Haamony-oaova. 

dear matilda, 

I was last week «t Boston; And baviaf 
oocasion for a now hat, stepped into„a milli- 
ner's shop to inquire the mode. The milliner 
replied that it was not yet iti her power to an- 
swer tny question. " The spring ships.'\said 
she " are later than common ; but their arri- 
val is hourly expected, when we shall be fur* 
nished with memorandum books which will 
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\ ascertain and detormino the fashion for the 
season." What sho meant by memorandum 
books, I could not conceive. I had always 
supposed them blanks, designed for -noting 
whatover occurred without inconvenience. Un- 
willing, howevor, to be thought a simple coun- 
try girl, totally unacquainted with the world, 
I sought no explanation from her; but repair- 
ed to a particular friend for instruction | from 
whom I learned that tho chiof valuo of theso 
same memorandum books consists in their 
containing imported cuts of ladies' hoad- 
dressos, hats and other habiliments, which are 
always sure to bo admired and imitatod, as tho 
perfection of tasto and propriety. 

This discovory mortified mo exceedingly. 
It justified, bovond any thing which 1 had 
evor suspected to oxist as a fact, what I onco 
hoard a European assert, " that Americans 
had neither character nor opinion of their 
own." 

With duo doforonce to those hotter judges, 
who despise tho simplicity of our ancestors, 
and labor to introduce the corrupt mannors 
and customs of tho old world into our country, 
I cannot but think it oxtremolv ridiculous for an 
independent nation, which discards all foreign 
influonce, glories in its freedom, and boasts 
of its genius and taste, servilely to .ape Exotic 
fashions, even in articles of dress and fanciful 
Ornaments. 

Have not the daughters of Columbia suffi- 
cient powers of indention to decorate them- 
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wives ? Must we depend upon Ibe winds end 
waves for the form, at well as the materials of 
our garb t Why may we not follow our own 
inclination ; and not be deemed finical or pru- 
dish in our appearance, merely because our 
habit is not exactly correspondent with the 
pretty pictures in trie memorandum books s last 
Jiniported, 

It is sincerely to be regrotte4 that this, sub* 
ject is viewed in so important a light. ^4t oc- 
cupies too much of the timo, and engrosses^ 
too much of the conversation of our sex J 
For ono, I have serious thoughts of dqglocing 
independence. 

ANNA WILLIAMS. 



To Mi*$ CAROLINE LITTLETON. 

(On the Death of her Mother.) 

Harmonv-uuovk. 

MY DEAR CAROLINE, 

To tell you that I am sorry for your loss, or 
that I sympathize in your affliction, would be 
but tho language you daily hear ; and often 
perhaps, from the unfeeling and indifferent. 
But you will do me tho justico to belie vo, that 
1 take a particular interest in your concorns, 
and really share your grief. A holy Provi- 
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donco hat wounded you by n stroke, which is 
extremely painful and sovoro, Your host 
friend is shroudod in the grave. In the ma- 
tornal broast our fondest affections, and most 
unsuspocting confidence have hitherto concen- 
trated; and who canprovide you with an equiv- 
alent substitute i To the Almighty Father 
and Friend of creation, it becomes you to re- 
pair for comfort and support. 

The dying advice and counsel of your dear 
mamma, which you inform mo, wero pathetic, 
instructive and consolatory, will bo a guide to 
your feet. Often realise tho solemn seono, 
and romombor, that, " though dead, sho yet 
spcakoth." 

You have great cnuso of thankfulness, thaf 
sho was spared to direct you so far through 
tho intricate and dangerous path of youth ; to 
completo your education ; to teach you, by 

? . her example, how to acquit yourself with use- 
fulness and honor ; and nbovo all, to furnish / 
you with that important knowledgo, to which 

* overy thing else should bo mado subservient I 
—how to die. -^4 

, An era of your life has now commenced, 

? which is no less important than affecting. 

f That assisting hand which formerly led you is 
now cold and lifeless! Those lips, from which 
you have been accustomed to receive informa- 
tion and advice, are sealed in perpetual si- 
lence t And that heart, which always glowod 
with tho warmest solicitude for your happiness 
has ceased to palpitate. 



226 TUB ■0AAD1MO SCHOOL. 

You mutt now think and net for yourself. 
As the eldes t daughte r, you will be placed at 
tbo bead oTvonr fathers family. You must, 
therefore, aaopt a plan of conduct, conducive 
to its harmony, regularity and interest. 

Filial duty to your surviving parent, more 
tendorly inculcated by your participation of 
his heavy bereavement, will lead you to con* 
suit his inclination, and sedulously contribute 
all in your powor to lighten the burden of do- 
mestic arrangements dovolvcd upon him. 
While ho laments the death of a prudent, af- 
fectionate, and beloved wifo, give him reason 
to rejoice thoLhnis blessed with a daughter, 
i capable of soothinj&ihe pains, atloviatinj*) the 
cares, and heightcningjiio onjoymcnliof hit 
JUfe. 

Your brothers and sisters will look up to you 
as tho guide of their tender years. Whilo their 
weoping eyes and pathetic acconts are directed 
towards you, let kindness, discretion, and pa- 
tioncc, characterize your deportment, and 
cngago thoir confidence and love. 

Ilavinp mentioned your duty to othors, I 
cannot dismiss tbo subject without dropping a 
fow hints for your direction, in regard to your 
personal behaviour. 

A very important charge is committed to 
you, as woll in tho duties which you owo to 
yourself, as in the superintendence of your 
father's fumily. 

The sovereign disposer of all things has, at 
an early age, made you, in a measure, your 
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own guardiun. Y our father's butinoss Call* 
him much abroad. Wllh ymi, tliurulbic 9 -ho 
in obliged to entrust^ not only his domoBtio 
concerns ; but, what it still moro dear to hit 
heart, tho caro of your own porson and mind ; 
of your own reputation and happinoss. 

Cjrcumstonccd as you are, company has 
tbomoaLpowQrlurslX&nmrr* ¥*ttr»4»itew-4ho 
prerogative of receiving and roturning visits 
in your own name. At homo, you aro sole 
mistress of ceremonies. This is extremely 
alluring to tho sprightly fancy of youth. But 
time, you will romomhor, is too important a 
blossing to be sacrificed to a promiscuous^ 
cro\yjLi>f unimproving companions: tt£si3cs, 
tliocharactor of a young lady will necessarily 
be sullied by the imputation of being constant- 
ly engaged in particijpf pleasure, and exhila- 
rating amuscmcnt.[Flattery often avails itself 
of tho ungua rded moments of gaiety ; and in- 
sinuating its insidipujjcliarmainto the heedless 
and susceptible mind, inflates it with pride 
and vanity, and producos an affectation and air 1 
of self-importance, which are peculiarly dis- 
gusting, beeauso easily distinguished from that 
true dignity of manners, which results from 
conscious rcctitudo JOenuine merit is always \ 
modest and unassuming; diffident of itself and j 
respectful to others. y 

Your father haj a right to your unlimited 
confidence. You will, thercforo, moke him 
your chief friend and counsellor. Though he J 
may not possess all, the winniog^softness of a ( 
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mother, he doubtless hat m ardent an aflkctlon 
for you, and ai sincere a desire to piomotc 
.your welflire. Uenee you may safely repose 
you dearest concerns in his paternal broast y . 
and receive, with the utmost deference, his 
kind instruction and advice. Let his judg- 
ment have an entire ascendency over your 
mind and actions, especially in your inter- 
course and society with the other sex. Con* 
sider him as better acquainted with their 
merit, circumstances, and views, than you can 
be ; and should you contemplate a connexion 
for life, let his opinion determine your 
choice. 

Watch over your dear little sisters with all 
the tondornoss of fraternal affection ; be their 
protoctor and friend ; instil into their mind* 
the principles of virtuo and religion ; arm 
them against the snares and tomptations by 
which they will bo surrounded; and lead them 
by your own conduct, in the way of truth and 
peace. 

When you have leisure and inclination to 
writo, the effusions of your pen will always bo 
acceptable to your sincere and faithful friend 
MAttY WILLIAMS 
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